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President
Schwart  z

Pres ident 's Message

Becoming an Act ive Partrc ipant
In Ongoing Jev. l ish History

Sumnert ime is of ten thought of  as a
per iod of  change of  pace. Schools are
general ly not in session and people go
away on vacat ion or,  at  least ,  change
their  rout ines because the warmer weather
makes out-of-doors act  iv i t  ies feasible.
But the ebb and f low of  h istor ical  events
cont lnue regardless of  the weather.

As an example.  the Chicago Jewish
Histor ical  Society had the opportuni ty Eo
part ic ipate in somerhing special  fh is sum-
h6r.  rh6 i^^ ^f  

r rJew. ish 
Li fe in

America,"  an exhibi t  sponsored by the Ant i -
Defamat ion League. We not only aided in
the col lect ion of  mater ia l  but  we also had
a special  summer meet ing of  our members at
the Museurn of  Science and Industrv to helD
them enjoy the display.

Many of  the i tems in the show el ic i t -
ed both happy and sad chi ldhood memories
from the viewers and evoked pr ide in the
contr ibut ions of  the Jewish people to our
American society.  This exhibi t  reminds us
that a s in i lar  exhibi t  in L976-77 was the
st imulus for  the founding of  the Chicago
Jewish Histor ical  Society.

In another area of  the country but
with the same general  thrust ,  the Hebre$/
Union Col lege has announced that iL is go-
ing to bui ld a "Cu1tura1 Center for  Ameri-
can Jewish Li fe" in Los Angeles.  I t  wi l l
be a place to explore how Jews have inf lu-
enced Aner ican society and, in turn,  have
been inf luenced themselves by society.

You, too,  can be part  of  a ccnt inuing,
exci t ing histor ical  adventure by part ic i -
pat ing wi th your f r iends in the act iv i t ies
of the Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society.

HUSBAND-I i IFE TEAl ' l  TO D]SCUSS
LOCAL JEI^IISH RADlCALS NOVEIIBER 3

CJHS lv leet ing at  Spertus l . l i l l
Focus on lv lore Recent Yeai-s

0n November 3 members of  the Society
wi l l  hear a hus band-and-wi fe team discuss
"Jewish Radicals in Chicago."  Arthur and
Li la Weinberg wi l l  be the featured speak-
ers at  the Sunday af ternoon meet ing in
Bederman Hal1 at  Spertus Col lege of  Juda-
tca.

Their  presentat ion is expected Eo
focus pr imari ly upon Jewish radicals in
the post-Wor ld War I I  per iod,  a l  though
their  knowledge of  the subject  is  very
broad. The af ternoon wi l l  begin at  1:00
PM with refreshments and a sociaL hour.
The program is scheduled for 2:00 PM.

Authors of  Several  Books

Our speakers are perhaps besE known
as authors but have also achieved enviable
status as edi tors and speakers.  Arthur
Weinberg is the author of  two books on
CLarence Darrow, Attorney for the Damned
and A Sent imental  Rebe1, the lat ter  co-
authored with his wi fe.  He has wri t ten
several  other books, one of  which,  The
Muckrakers,  was chosen by a special-com-
rni t tee appointed by Jacquel ine Kennedy to
be among the select  number in the White
House l  ibrary.

He served for nany years as a wr i ter
and edi tor  for  a business publ icat ion and
has pubLished art ic les and reviews in the
Saturday Review of  L i terature,  Ebony and
Chicago Magazine a,s wel l  as in several
neI^tSPapers.

Wife Serves as Ed i  tor

Li la Weinberg,  in addi t ion to wr i t ing
r^ ' i th her husband, serves as an edi tor  at
the Universi ty of  Chicago Press.  They are
res idents of  Hyde Park.

The Weinbergs wi l l  be introdueed by
Burt  Robin,  CJHS program chairman, who
arranged the af ternoon. Hospi  t  a1 i ty
chairman ShirLey Sorkin is in charge of
refreshments.

Bederman Ha11 is localed on the sec-
ond f loor of  Spertus Col lege at  618 South
Michigan Avenue. Members and fr iends are
welcome free of  charge.Norman D. Schwart  z



NT, SINAI HOSPITAL DIRECTOR
TO SPEAK AT SEPTENBER 22 IV|EETING

l^l i l l  Discuss Jewisn Hedic ine:
Tradi t ion and Change

One of the very few women in America
to head a major urban medical  center \ t i l l
address members and fr iends at  the Septem-
ber 22 ureet ing of  the Chicago Jewish l t is-
tor ical  Society.  Ruth M. Rothstein,  pres-
ident and chief  execut ive of f icer of  Mount
Sinai  Hospi ta l  Medical  Center wi l l  speak
at the Sunday af ternoon meet ing at  Spertus
Col lege. I {er  topic wi l l  be "Jewish Medi-
c ine in Chi-cago: Tradi t ion and Change. "

Mrs .  Rothstein 's present posi t  i  on ,
which she has held for  over eight years,
is the culminat ion of  decades of  hospi ta l
work at  a l l  levels.  most of  which t ime has
been spent at  Mount Sinai  and i ts af f i l i -
ated Schwab Rehabi l i tat ion Center.  She
thus br ings int imate,  f i rsthand knowledge
to the subject  of  her address,  which wi l l
begin at  2:00 PM in Bederman Hal l  fo l lore-
ing the usual  social  and refreshment hour.

Many Achievements at Mount Sinai

Dur ing her years in charge at  Mount
Sinai ,  nat ional  at tent ion has been drawn
to her innovat ive achievements,  many of
which have focussed upon such outreach
programs as c lose af f i l iat ion wi th the
Counci l  for  the Jewish Elder ly and Lieber-
man Centre,  permanent af f i l iat ion L ' i th the
Schwab Rehabi l i tat  ion Cencer,  teaching
associat ion wi th Rush-Presbyter ian-St.
Luke's Medical  Centerrs medical  school ,
and the establ ishment of  anbulatory nedi-
cal  care for  pat ients outside the hospi ta l
c l in ics and eoergency room.

She has also pioneered in an ef fect ive
outreach program into the depressed, no-
longer-Jewish cornmunity in which the hos-
pi ta l  is  located.

Al though a New York Ci ty naEive, Mrs.
Rothstein is a longt ime Chicago resident.
Like her late husband, a lawyer,  she was
also act ive in labor c i rc les,  performing
in a number of  organiz ing and educat ional
roles for  the electr ical  and packinghouse
workers unions.

Prof i led in August Chicago Magazine

The sr lb ject  of  a prof i le ih Chicago
magazinets August issue, she is the re-
cipieut of  many awards and honors.

ANNOUNCE I{EETING DATES FOR 1985_6
[IARK YOUR CALENDARS NOI^i I

Society members are advised to mark
their  calendars no\^ '  to reserve the dates
of CJITS meet ing for the 1985-86 year.
Meet ings,  set  for  Sunday af ternoons as
usual  ,  are scheduled for September 22,
November 3,  January 19, March 30 and May
25.

"Program Chairman Burt  Robin is plan-
ning another outstanding ser ies of  meet-
ings,  and I 'm sure people wi l l  want to
plan ahead to at tend,"  said President Nor-
man Schwartz when request ing that the
dates be publ  ished as ear ly as possible.

Dptr i ls  of  thc Sentember and November
meet ings appear elsewhere in th is issue.
Subsequent issues of  Society News wi l l  in-
form members about the 1986 programs.

New lvlembers of the SocietY
The Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society

welcomes the fol lowing new members who
have jo ined dur ing the late spr ing and
ear ly summer.  Their  membership indicates
their  desire to assist  in the preservat ion
of Chicago's Jewish her i tage and to part i -
c ipate in the many entertaining and educa-
! ional  act iv i t ies of  our organizat ion.

Bessie T.  Asher Madelyn Kanter
Leon M. Despres Jean l , ieberman
Dr.&Mrs. Robert  J.Coldbeig Arthur Levin
Eve lyn l leydan El izabeth Nussbaum
Benj amin Jacobson Esther Rosenblust
Steven A. Kai les Mrs.  lda Schirartz

Mrs .  Henty Straus s

September Speaker Rut h Rothstern



IV|ORRIS SOBLE CHOSEN TO HEAD
Al' lERICAN JEl^/ ISH HISTORICAL SOC]ETY

Elect ion Foi lows Years of  Service
To Chicago Jel,J ish Community

A noted Chicago Jewish leader has
been elected to lead the American Jewish
Histor ical  Society for  the 1985-86 year.
Morr is Soble,  a longt ime member of  our 1o-
cal  society,  was chosen to be the 19th
president of  the nat ionrs oldest nat ional
ethnie histor ical  associat ion at  the
group's annual  meet ing in Bal t imore on
June 9.

Mr.  Soble wi l l  be jo ined in rhe gov-
ernance of  the AJHS by four other Chicago-
ans ineluding trusEees Charles Feldstein,
Mrs.  Mi l ton Krensky and Mrs.  phi l ip Sang.
Newly added to the nat ional  grouprs academ-
ic counci l  is  Dr.  Adele Hast,  CJHS board
member and oral  h istory conni t tee co-chair-
man. Dr.  Hast is edi tor- in-chief  of  Whors
Who in Aarer ica and a CJHS past presidEnt.

Extens ive Record of  Service

Mr.  Soble is \ , re1l  known in Chicago
Jewish circ les,  serving current ly as v ice-
president of  the Jewish Federat ion and
chairman of  i ts  Project  Renewal,  Among
the more prominent of  h is past leadership
roles are the presideney of  Beth Am Con-
gregat ion and service as an of f icer and
board nember of  the Drexel  Home for the
Aged. He has al  so had a long record of
previous service to. the Ame!ican Jewish
i l is tor ieal  Society,  nost  recent ly as v ice-
pres ident .

Current ly a resident of  the Near
North s ide,  Mr.  Soble was born on the West
side of  Chicago and spent many years as a
tesident and Jewish leader in South Shore.
l le is marr ied and the father of  two and is
a nember of  KAM Isaiah Israel ,  Chieago's
oldest congregat ion.

Led Once Before by Chicagoan

The AJHS, founded in New York in 1892,
is headquartered in Walthan, Massachusetts,
in the Brandeis Universi ty campus, where
i f  maintains one of  the largest and most
extensive archives and l ibrar ies of  Arner i -
can Jewish history.

I t  has been led only once before by a
Chicagoan, the late Phi l ip D. Sang, who
served as president in the 1960rs.  I ts
execut ive director,  Bernard Wax, is an
ex-Chicaeoan.

The neo president of  the
Soc ie ty ,  Chicagoan Morr is
Pres ident NorEan Schwartz

American Jewish Histor ical
Soble (r ight)  wirh CJHS

--Ph oto by Mosel le Schh'artz

I / {AS IT A CHURCH OR A SYNAGOGUE?
CAN YOU ANSWER THAT OUEST]ON?

Does anybody know about a synagogue on
the corner of  Polk Street and Claremont
Avenue ?

The Chicago Jevr ish Histor ical  Society
recent ly received a cal l  f rorn Art  perez of
the Tr i -Taylor Histor ic Distr ict ,  who ask-
ed whether there ever \^ras a synagogue on
the northwest corner of  Polk and Claremont
(2334 West Polk) .  The bui ld ing standing
there resembles a church with i ts Cothic
windows and the Off ice of  the Recorder of
Deeds l is ts a church at  th is locat ion in
1883 and 1910. However,  p ictures of  other
synagogues show that Gothic r^rindows were
also used in Jewish structures,  and no
speci f ic  church is known to have been at
that locat ion;  so the possibi l i ty  exists
that i t  was once a synagogue.

The 1917 City Direcrory l is ts a syna-
gogue, Sons of  Joseph, at  802 South Clare-
mont,  just  across the street.  So even i f
th is locat ion v/as not direct ly in the Max-
wel l  Street or Lawndale areas, i t  apparent-
ly was st i l1 an area of  some Jewish popu-
lat  ion.

Who can tel1 us i f  there were a syna-
gogue at  th is locat ion and, i f  so,  what
its name was ?

I f  you can tel l  us more about the
bui ld ing,  p lease get in touch with the ed-
i tor  of  Society Nens (348-2800) or the
Society of f ice (  663-5 634 )  ,

- -N.D.S.



OVERFLOI,./ CROI^/D ATTENDS SUIVIf\1IR MIETING AND TOUR OF EXHIBIT

President Schwartz Addresses Group
At |v luseum of Science and Industry

An overf  1or^r  crowd of  members and
fr iends at tended the special  sumner meet-
ing of  the Society on July 21 to learn
about and tour the "Jer,r ish Li fe in Ameri-
ca" exhibi t  at  the Museuu of  Science and
Indus t  ry .

The size of  the crowd made i t  impos-
sible to conduct guided tours,  so Presi-
dent Norman Schwartz prepared the group
for the exhibi t  at  the preceding session
in the museum's Columbian Room. Al though
addi t ional  seat ing was tv/ ice brought into
the meet ing room, there was standing room
only for  latecomers.

Features Nat ional  and Local  Histor j r

Mr.  Schwartz explained the double na-
ture of  the exhibi t ,  d iscussing both the
larger nat ional  components on U.S. Jewish
l i fe s ince 1654 and the locaL component
devoLed to Chicago area Jewish history.
He also spoke of  major per iods dur i rg
which di f fer ing aspects of  the Jel . r ish ex-
per ience were most prominent.

He paid t r ibute Eo the donors of
i tens to the exhibi t ,  many of  whom were

Lu ur.  Lrv! , f i

CJIIS founder,  who served as curator of  the
loca1 port ion of  the display.

Tour ing on an Indiv idual  Basis

After Mr.  Schwartz had explained the

physical  arrangement of  the exhibi t '  the

audience was able to tour at  i ts  own rate

of speed.
The nat ional  component of  the exhibi t

was developed by the Ant i -Defamat ion League
of B'nai  B'r i th and the American Jewish
Histor ical  Society and has been exhibi ted
in several  urajor U.S. c i t ies.  For the
present showing an extensive component on
Chicago's Jews was assembled and prepared,

under Dr.  Cut lerrs direct ion,  by Lhe Chi-

cago of f ice of  the ADL. The exhibi t
opened June 21 and closed on September 2.

Highl ights of  the Display

Among the highl ights of  the exhibi t
was a l is t  of  s igni f icant dates in Ameri-
can Jewish history,  which served as a

1Fo 
'Frpa 

al l lc / l iy . . t^rc o^i^r , i .d,ho ayhihir i^n 6n

Jeuish l i fe are Leah Axelrod, Mark Mandle and Jan
Hag€rup, whose great-great-Srandfather,  Chicago's
f i rst  rabbi ,  vas pictured in the display

_-Ph ct  o by Mosel le Schwartz

br ief  h istor ical  survey in i tsel f .  Wirh
ADL permission, Society News is publ ishing
this l is t  in handy reference form. (See
page six.)  There r , rere also hundreds of
photos,  a v ideo display and such objects
as old books, c lothing, the f i rst  baby in-
cubator and trade union memorabi l ia.

Two leaf lets,  one featur ing i l lustra-
t ions f rom the nat ional  component and one
containing a br ief  sunmary of  local  Jer,r ish
history,  were distr ibuted at  the meet ing.
A substant ia l  exhibi t  catalog of  the na-
t ional  conponent is on sale at  the gi f t
shop of  the mus eum.

Many Favorable Comment s

The success of  both the meet ing and
the exhibi t  was apparent f rom the many fa-
vorable comments by Society members,  who
were impressed both by the quat i ty and ap-
peal  of  i terns included and by the ease
with which the display could be viewed and
s tudied despi te large crowds.

Spec ia 1 c omp l iment s
Dr.  Cut 1er who, al though
select ive,  touched upon
1oca1 Jewish,Ji fe in the
avai lable.

\ rere directed to
he had to be very

so .nany aspects of
I  imi  ta l  cnrna

T.J.S.



HANDY GUIDE TO ITVIPORTANT DATES IN AIVIERICAN JEI^/ISH HISTORY
List Compi led for Science I\4useum
Exhibi t  Reproduced blr  Request

Anong the most interest ing displays
in the r tJewish Li fe in Aner ica" exhibi t  ar
the Museun of  Scienee and Industry th is
sumner \ ras an annotated l is t  of  s igni f i -
cant dates in American Jewish History.
Many Society members connented on its
value as a succinct  h istory in i tsel f  and
expressed regret  that  i t  was not avai la-
ble to them in a convenient form that they
night keep.

Throrroh fha .^ ' , r tac. '  
^€ 

r1 ' -  1^^- l!  er j  u!

Anti -Defamat ion League of f ice,  Soc iet  y
News is able to pr int  the l is t  essent ia l l l r
in i ts ent i rety for  i ts  readers.  Pages
f ive through eight of  th is issue, which
may be removed and kept separately f rom
the rest  of  the publ icaEion, consist  of
that  l is t  and an i l lustrated report  of  the
CJHS neet ing and tour of  that  exhibi t .

I654-1819: A Few
Among the First  Sett lers
L654 Landing of  23 Jews from Brazi l  in
New Amsterdam es!abl ishes f i rst  Je\r ish cotrr-
munity in North AtrIer ica .

L660 Asser Levy and Moses de Lucena per-
ni t ted to serve as butchers and excused
frorn s laughter ing hogs in New Aursterdam.

1733 On July 11, 43 Jewish colonists ar-
r ive as a group from England to jo in the
colony of  Georgia establ ished by James
Oglethorpe. Despi te object ions f rom the
colonyrs t rustees, the Jews win the legal
r ight  to set t le and own ploperty.  A sec-
ond group arr ives in November,  br inging
the total  number to about 70.

L737 In disputed elect ion for  State Assero:-
bIy in New York betr^reen Adolph Phi l ipse
and Cornel ius Van Horne, the r ight  of  Jews
to vote is chal lenged and Assembly passes
resolut ion that Jews do not have this
r ight .  Except for  th is event,  the ques-
t ion appareot ly becoues a dead issue and
Jews are never chal lenged again.

Touro Synagogue Bui l t

1763 The Touro Synagogue, designed by
Peter Harr ison, is dedicated in Newport ,
Rhode Is land. I t  is  later designated a
nat ional  h istor ic shr ine bv the United

States Government.

1-776 Br i t ish occupy New york and spl i t
occurs in Jewish conmunity.  Reverend Ger-
shom Mendes Seixas leaves with a large
group for Connect icut  who later arr ive in
Phi ladelphia iu 1780. Sixreen Jews sign
loyal ty oath to Crown and remain,  the com-
munity being augmented by Jewish Hessian
soldiers.

1782 Haym Salomon provides f inancial  as-
sistance to James Madison and Edmund Ran-
dolph when the State of  Virginia delays
paying i ts delegates to the Cont inentaL
Congress. Congregat ion Mikveh Israel  in
Phi ladelphia consrructs i ts f i rsr  bui ld ing
on Cherry Street wi th Haym Salomon provid-
ing one-fourth of  the total  amount of
money raised for the bui ld ing fund.

1790 Letters of  congratulat ions sent by
Jewish courcrun i t  ies in U.S. to president
Washington on his elect ion.  The six com-
munit ies or ig inal ly hoped to send a jo int
let ter ,  but  due to some rnisunderstandine
three IetEers are sent:  one from th.  : " i -
ish conmunity in Newporc,  one from the
Jewish corru:runity in Savannah, and one sent
jo int ly by Jewish couuouni t ies of  New york.

Phi ladelphia,  Char leston and Richmond.

1820-1880: Creat ins
A Jewish Presence
1820 Jewish populat ion in the Uni ted
States is est imated at  5,000 (predominant-
Iy Ashkenazin wi th minor i ty Sephardiml con-
temporary scholarship maintains that  Se-
phardin were already a ninor i ty by 1750,
al though al l  synagogues st i l1 uraintained
Sephardic r i tuals of  or ig inal  set t lers) ,

Jewish Sher i f f  Elected

1822 Mordecai  Manuel Noah elected High
Sheri f f  of  New York Ci ty.

1825 Members of  Congregat ion Shear i th Is-
rael ,  Nert  York,  secede and form Congrega-
t ion B'nai  Jeshurun, the f i rst  t ime an
American comunity had two synagogues.
Mordecai  Manuel Noah at tempts to establ ish
a Jewish colony in Ararat ,  near Buffalo,
New York;  colony is dedicated with great
fanfare but no actual  set t lement takes
place.

1826 State Legis lature of  Maryland passes



"Jew Bi11,"  perni t t ing Jews to hold publ ic
of f ice and pract ice law.

1848 Revolutions Cause InLarigrat ion

1860 Rabbi Morr is J.  Raphal l  is  designat-
ed to del iver the f i rst  Jewish prayer in
the U. S. Congressl  the Jewish populat ion
of Ehe United States is est imated to be
150,000, pr inar i ly  as a resul t  of  the im-
migrat ion f rom Europe caused by the unsuc-
cessful  Revolut ions of  1848.

1863 General  Ulysses S. Grant issues an
order,  General  Order i /11,  barr ing al l  Jews
from the Department of  Tennessee, an area
of the Confederacy being occupied by North-
ern Eroops. Dr.  Issachar Zachar ie,  L in-
coln 's chiropodist ,  serves as a secret
emissary in an ef for t  to conclude peace
terms with the South.

I877 Joseph Sel iguran, the prominent Jew-
ish banker,  is  refused adni l tance to the
Grand Union Hotel  in Saratoga, Ne\t  York,
because he is a Jew.

1880 The Jewish populat ion of  the Uni ted
States is about 250,000.

1881-1919: A Community
Vl i th Contrasts
Pogroms Resul t  in Russian Exodus

1881 Czar Alexander I I  is  assassinated in
Russia,  spawning an orgy of  persecut ion
against  the Jews, which cont inues r . t i th
varying intensi ty unt i l  World War I .  Be-
cause of  th is,  approxi lnate1y two ur i l l ion
Jews from Eastern Europe emigrate to Amer-
ica between 1881 and 1914. The Jews rep-
resent a s igni f icant part  of  the twenty-two

rni l l ion total  number of  i t rmigrants arr iv-
ing at  th is same t ime, but there is a bas-
ic di f ference: 31 percent of  other i rnmi-
grants return,  whi le only 7 percent of
Jews are deported for heal th reasons or
return volunt a!  i  ly .

1882 Bor is Thomashefsky introduces the
professional  Yiddish theater to America.

1883 Enma Lazarus wr i tes "The Ner^ '  Colos-

us,"  the poem that wi l l  later be placed on

Ehe pedesEaL of  Ehe StaEue of  L iberty.

1887 ls idor and Nathan Straus become sole
owners of  Macyrs Department Store in New
York Ci ty.  Dankmar Adler,  the archi tect ,
designs the Audi tor ium Bui ld ing in Chica-
go, a landmark structure in modern archi-

Learning Jewish histort eai ly is l lann ah Cray seen
here rdi th her pareDts,  Dr.  and Mrs,  Kenneth Gray, at
the lJuseum of Science and Industry on the day of the
Society tour of  the Jewish history exhibi t ,

tect i l re.  Dr.  Bernard Sachs, discoverer of
Tay-Sachs disease, is the author of  the
f i rst  American treat ise on the nervous
disorders of  chi ldhood.

1888 Henriet ta Szold establ ishes a night
school  for  Russian i rDmigrants in Bal t inore.
The United Hebrew Trades. a union of  Jew-
ish iurmigrant workers,  is  establ ished in
New York CiEy. The Jewish Publ icat ion So-
ciety of  Arner ica is founded to publ ish
books on Jewish subjects in Engl ish.

189 1 Baron Maurice DeHirsch, a European
phi lanthropist ,  establ ishes fund to help
sett le Jewish in&igrants in the Uni ted
States.  Arnong i ts projects are the Jewish
Agricul tural  Society,  the Industr ia l  Re-
uroval  Off ice,  the Baron DeHirsch Trade
School and the Woodbine (N.J.)  Agr icul tural
Colony.

Dai ly Forward Es t  ab 1i  shed

1897 The Jewish Dai ly Forward is estab-
l ished. Eventual ly i t  wi l l  become the Eost
widely read Yiddish newspaper in America,
wi th a c i rculat ion of  200,000 and eleven
regional  and local  edi t ions.  I t  wi l l
reach i ts highest level  under the edi tor-
ship of  Abraharn Cahan, who served in th is
capaci ty f rour 1903 to 1951. one of  i ts
unusual  features is the "Bint1 Br i f , "  a
kind of  advice column helping i t rmigrants
adjust  to condi t ions in the New World.

1906 Oscar S. Straus is appointed Secre-
tary of  Commerce and Labor by President
Theodore Roosevel t ,  the f i rst  Jew to hold
a Cabinet appointment in the Uni ted States.

I  Cont inued on next pageJ



B

Handy History Guide ICont 'd]
[Cont inued from page 7J

Jew Appointed to Suplene Court

1916 Louis D. Brandeis is nominated as
the f i rst  Jewish Associate Just ice of  the
United States Suprene Court .

1918 Approximately 250,000 American Jews
serve in the U.S. Armed torces in World
War I ;3,500 lose their  l ives and 12,000
are wounded. The mi l i tary exper ience
serves as a major element in accul turat ing
the Jew to America and breaking down the
barr ier  betv/een Gernan and Eastern EuroD-
ean Jews.

1920-1945: Americanizat  ion
Becomes Evident
1920 Henry Ford coxnmences publ icat ion of
the nolor ious anEi-Semit ic forgery,  "The
Protocols of  the Elders of  Zion."  Af ter
intensive pressure and legal  act ion,  Ford
f inal ly issues an apology tn 1927 .

L924 The Johnson Act,  p lacing restr ict ive
quoEas upon imigrat ion into the United
States,  goes into ef fect .  This Act,  in
essence, so I imi ts future Jewish i r rnr igra-
t ion that the Aner ican Jewish community is
now able to develop internal ly and mold
i ts own future wi th l i t t le imoacc frorn
foreign Jewish arr ivals.

1925 Lucius N. Li t tauer,  industr ia l is t ,
Congressman and phi lanthropist ,  endolrs the
Nathan ]- i t tauer Professorship of  Hebrew
Literature and Phi losophy at  Harvard Uni-
qersi ty,  the f i rst  of  i ts  k ind in the
United States.

1926 The Synagogue Counci l  of  America,  the
body represent ing 0rthodoxy, Conservat ism
and Reform in the United States.  comes into
existence.

Jewish Governors Elected

L932 Herbert  H. Lehman, a member of  the
proroinent banking fani ly is eLected Gover-
nor of  New York by an unprecedented plural-
i ty.  Benjamin Nathan Cardozo is appointed
the second Jewish United States Supreme
Court  Associate Just ice.  Henry Horner is
elected Governor of  I l l inois

1938 Father Char les E. Coughl in openly
launches his ant i -Semit ic campaign on his
weekly radio broadcast and in his magazine,
Social  Just ice.

1946- I98t  :
In the Mainstream
1947 The Jewish populat ion of  the Uni ted
States is est imated at  5 ni l l ion,  being
3.66 percent of  the total .  The Touro Syn-
agogue in Newport ,  Rhode Is land, is desig-
nated a nat ional  shr ine.

1948 Presiden! Harry S Truman recognizes
che State of  Israel ;  the Uni ted States is
the f i rst  country to do so. Brandeis Uni-
versi ty opens in I , i Ia l than, Massachusetts.

L954 American Jewry celebrates i ts tercen-
Eenary.  The census shows that Jews con-
pr ise 30 percen! of  the populat ion of  New
York Ci ty.

1960 Local  studies indicate that  about 25
percent of  American Jews are employed in
professional  or  semi-profess ional  occupa-
t ions,  30 percent are propr ietols,  mana-
gers or sel f -enployed and 80 percent of
col lege-age Jewish youth at tend co11eges.

1962 A study shows that less than 40 per-
cent of  pat ients served by Jewish hospi ta ls
are Jewish, refLect ing changing patterns
in popuLacion distr ibut ion.  The United
States now has the la lgest Jewish popuLa-
t ion in the wor ld,  wi th Russia ranking
second and Israel  th i rd.

Jews Move to the Suburbs

L970 Demographic studies indicate that
the major i ty of  Jews in most cornmunit ies
in the United States l ive in suburban
areas ouls ide the c i ty boundar ies and that
large numbers of  Jews are moving to the
West and the Sun Bel t .

1974 Abraham Beame is elected the f i rst
Jewish mayor of  New York Ci ty.

1979 The Jewish DoDulat ion of  the Uni ted
Srates is esr inar;d ro be 5,860,000, 2.7
percent of  the totaL. The f igure ref lects
a drop in the percentage of  total  popula-
t ion and in the nurnber of  Jews reported in
the United States.

1981 The issue ove! the sale of  AWACS to
Saudi Arabia br ings increased pressure
frorn the United Stales government on the
Jewish cornmunity and st i rnulates increased
ant i -Seur i t  ic  expressions throughout
America.

1982 In the Congressional  e lect ions,  29
Jews are elected to the House of  Represen-
tat ives and 4 to the Senate.
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IVlEIVIENTOS OF LOCAL JEI./ISH HERO
DONATED TO ARCHIVES BY FAIVIILY
Death of  Sammy lv l izenberg ls
Recal led by lv lemorabi l ia

r r  fu l  inc ident inn Pdr L!Lurar r t  Luru

local  Jewish hisrory has been recal led by
the recent addi t ion to the Chicago Jewish
Archives of  important memorabi l ia concern-
ing the death of  Pr ivate Sanrny Mizenberg-
The memorabi l ia were donated to the arch-
ives by his nephew, Melvin G. Trager of
Gl envi  ew.

Sammy Mizenberg,  a young Marine from
Chicago's Jeh' ish West s ide,  had the mis-
fortune to be the f i rst  American ki l1ed in
1914 when, in an undeclared war wi th Mexi-

I I  S r-r . l . )ns . rnt  r r red Vera Cruz. The
wi 1 l ingness of  th is young immigrant Lo
volunteer,  f ighr and die heroical ly for
his newly adopted .ou-rLry captured the
hprrr  ot  rhe Chicapo oert i le "estabI ish-
rnent,  "  who regarded h i  s sacr i  f ice as proo f
of  the loyal ty of  the nat ion's newly
arr ived I 'huddled massesrr  and the success
of "Aner icanizat ion" as i t  was Lhen taking
p1ace.

Facts Enr iched by Memorab i  1 ia

The story of  young Mizenberg's hero-

ism, his fami ly,  h is elaborate funeral  and

the wide overage in the nernts and edi tor ia l

columns of  the local  press has been told
ha€nva m^<r ra.anf l r r  in rn , r t  i . lp hv

Sidney Sorkin in the Society News of  Feb-
ruary,  1982. Indeed, the Chicago Tr ibune
had ear l ier  presented a composi te of  c l ip-
pings on the incident to the Chicago Jew-
ish Archives.

Those archives have, however,  been
signi  f icant ly enr iched by Mr.  Trager 's
recenr gi f t ,  wh ich includes the photo-
graph reproduced on this page, a photo-
graph of  h is mother and his brother and
sister wi th the f lag f rom his cof f in,  the
engraved metal  name plate f rom his cof f in,
his Marine hat and a sysrpathy card f rom
Presldent Woodro\t  Wi lson.

Synpathy Letter Quotes Lincoln

Also included, among other memora-
bi l ia was a personal  let ter  of  sympalhy
from the Secretary of  the Navy, Josephus
Daniels.  Histor ians wi l l  be interested to
learn that in his let ter  Daniels quotes

Lincolnrs famous let ter  to Mrs.  Bixby,  who
lost  f ive sons in the Civ i l  War.

Mar ine Pr ivate Sammy I{ tzeobelg

Samrny Mizenberg ( the narne was some-
t imes misspel led "Meisenberg" in contempo-
rary accounts) had enl isted in the Marines
under the name Samuel Marten. His death
aL agp 2L was a snurce of  grear pr ide as
welL as gr ief  to the Jewish west s ide be-
cause. as a Tr ibune edi tor ia l  of  the t ime
said,  "Ch icago is taking proper pr ide in
the Jewish 1ad, Samuel Mizenberg,  who.. .
in thp hr ipf  snel l  of  r ime he had been in
the new world,  acquired not only the lang-
uage and outward character ist ics of  an
American but also high Arner ican ideals."

Nephew Seeks Awards Inforrnat ion

Thf^,r .h i "ho w6.Fc F-- , ,  
-^^^-+ 

i^- .
, " ruu6L, L"c )cdr o u,d, Iy dsrc '  Lfvrro

were mad: colcerning posthumous awards
given to Pr ivaLe Mizenberg but l i t t Ie is
known for certain.  Mr.  Trager is current-
Ly seeking a review of  miLi tary records to
clear up confusion as to what ar.rards were
actual ly given !o his uncle

Other farni ly members who contr ibuted

i tems presented by Mr.  Trager include his

wife.  Mr.  and Mrs.  Leonard Trager of

Streamwood and Dr.  and Mrs.  I rv ing Ohren

of Sarat  oga, Cal  i fornia.
Arch i  ves Chairman Els ie Orl insky

emphasized that the donat ion of  mater ia ls
such as the Mizenberg memorabi l ia to the
archives is one of  the best ways of  rnaking
Chicagors Jewish history colDe to l i fe for
future generat  ions .  In lerested persons
may reach her at  663-5634.

- - r .  J.  s.
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Al ' lERICAN JEV'I iSH HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HOLDS BALTII ' IORE CONFERENCE
Thir teen Chicagoans Attend;
CJHS lv lembers Play Important Roles

Thir teen Iocal  persons, rnost of  them
CJIIS members.  at tended the nat ional  con-
ference and annual  neel ing of  the American
Jewish Histor ical  Society in Bal t i rnore,
Maryland, on June 8,  9 and 10. I t  was at-
tended by over 160 people f rom al l  over
the United States wi th abou! hal f  of  lhe
states being represented. Chicago area
residents included Charles Bernstein.  Jan-
ice and Charles Feldstein,  Sylv ia Foley,
Dr.  Adele Hast,  Mosel le and Norman Schwartz,
Carol  and Charles SiegeL, and David,  El-
eanor,  Michael  and Morr is Sob1e. (See

elsewhere in th is issue for more about
Mr.  Sob1e.

T,. ,^. l - , i^--^.--  
- - -F 

i .  i  netad in l  ord-

ing vorkshops: Char les Bernsrein on gene-
alogy and Dr.  Hast on networking wirh
loca1 societ  ies.

var tec I  n ree-oa v rroqram

The program on Saturday included
Shabbat services in the newly restored
Brnai  Israel  Synagogue and a concert  and
recept ion in the evening. Sunday had a
ful1 day of  act iv i t ies.  A wide choice of
workshops was presented in the morning:
Col lect ion,  Care ar-d Management;  Exhibi-
t ion and Media Presentat ion;  0ral  History:
and Publ icat ion and Publ ishing. A vis i t
fo l lorred to two beaut i fu l ly  restored his-
torrc synagogues

Dr.  lsaac Fein to ld of  lhe or ig ins
and ear ly history of  the Jewish Histor ical
Society of  Maryland, and Dr.  George Ber l in
spoke on "A New Look at  the Jew Bi l l :  Po1-
i t ics and Rel ig ious Liberty in Maryland-"
A bus tour of  Jewish Bal t imore included a
stop at  the st i r r ing Holocaust Memorial .
Sunday's act iv i t ies drew to a c lose af ter
the annual  meet ing,  d inner and an address
on the "Mobi l i ty  of  Inmigrants in Urban
America" by Dr.  John Higham.

I,Iorkshops, Luncheon on Monday

0n Monday there were r torkshops on
genealogy, on t inancia I  p lanning and
grantsmanship,  on programDing and on net-
working. This was fol lowed by a luncheon
with two speakers.  Dr.  Alan Kraut spoke
on "Roosevel t ,  the state Department and
the JewsI and Dr.  Marsha Rozenbl i t  d is-

DATA SOUGHT BY ARCHIVES CONCERNING
SCHLESINGER, I ]AYER, HORN FAlvl ILIES

Among inquir ies which quiLe regular ly
arr ive at  the Chicago Jewish Archives at
Spertus Col lege are requests f rom al l  over
the country.  Els ie Orl insky,  the Society
archives chairman, ruh o works regular ly in
the Archives,  does her best to answer each
query but f requent ly is unable to do the
requested research hersel f  because of  t ine
l imitat ions or lack of  mater ia l  .

hhen she thinks members of  the Society
nay be able to help,  she asks Society Ne\n's
to publ ic ize the requests.  We have two
such quer ies to present at  th is t ime.

Asks about Schlesinger & I ' layer store

The f i rst  comes from Joseph Siry,  an
archi tectural  h istor ian f rom Wesleyan Uni-
versi ty in Connect icut ,  who is concerned
with the Jewish roots of  the faEous Loop
bui ld ing housing the Carson, Pir ie Scott
store.  He is aware, of  course, that  arch-
i tect  Louis SulLivan buiLt  the or ig inal
port ions of  the bui ld ing for the schlesin-
ger and Mayer retai l  store.  hr l rat  he seeks
is informat ion concerning the history of
that  business ( in operat ion between 1870
and 1904) as welL as detaiLs about the
v., ,^-  . - . r  

- . - r  
j - , ,1- f1. ,  

iha q.hle<inopr
L'djEr 4rru r  Pa'  L 

'uu!d!  
!J r  ! ! r !

famiLies.
He has sone informat ion about David

Mayer and more about his famous brother
Levy Mayer,  af ter  whom the law school
bul ld ing aL NorLhwescern Universi ty is
named, but less about Leopold Schlesinger

-^.1 
hi .  f . - i l . '  Mr Cirv ic inrara<ip. l  inouu rrr  ou"ry.

informat ion about ei ther fami ly,  possibly
in connect ion wi th their  act iv i t ies at
Sinai  Congregat ion,  the Standard Club and
the Je\r ish Manual Trainins School .

A Phys lc iau named Horn

An^rhar l  aec r loFinirat . ,  ahiaaon-rrrrLsLi  vt t  r  La6v

or iented query concerns the ef for ts of
Michael  McClure of  Chester,  I11inois,  to
research his Jer^r ish ancestors,  who appar-
ent ly stem from one Fr iedr ich Horn. Of
Roumanian background, Horn achieved prom-

ICont jnued on Page l i  1

cussed "Reform and Tradi t ion in Nineteenth
Canf, , rv Rel  t  imnra I t

The Jewish Histor ical  SocietY of
Maryland is to be commended for a wel l -
organized, interest ing conference.

--N.D.S.



Milwaukee tour included a v is i t  to
this beaut i fu l  ark at  Congregat ion
Emanuel Brnai  Jeshurun, a repl  ica
of a destroyed German one.

--Photo by Mos e 1le Schwartz

SOCIETY'S SUI] IVIER TOUR SERIES AGAIN
PROVES POPULAR AlvlONG I'IEIV]BERS
Chairman Axelrod Looks Forward
To Another Successful  Season

Annrhpr nnnr lar  erd successful  season
of summer tours c losed with the Society 's
last  1985 bus tour,  a tour of  Chicago's
Jewish Roots on August 25. The tour in-
c luded former Jewish cormnunit ies on the
West s ide.  the Northwest s ide and Rogers
Park.

' -  '^-"- I  favor i te which
is almost always a sel lout ,  was 1ed as
usuaL by Dr.  I rv ing Cut ler .  I t  was the
third in the ser ies of fered each year by
the CJHS under the direct ion of  Leah
Axelrod, tours cha i rman.

Mi lwaukee Tour a Sel lout  Again

An ear l ier  excursion this summer was
a ful l -day t r ip to see Mi lwaukee Jewish
highl ights on June 30. This tour,  another
se11out,  was of fered for the second con-
secut ive year.  This t ime the group vis i t -
ed Lubovi tcher House as wel l  as other MiL-
waukee Jewish sights and si tes.

New for 1985 was the August 4 tour of
Chicago's Nort  hside Jewish conrnuni ty,
which included travel  to ear l ier  s i tes of
several  congregat ions as rrel l  as v is i ts to
Temple ShoLom and Anshe Emet Congregat ion
and the Hebrew Benevolent Society Bur iaI
Ground near I rv ing Park Road and Clark
Street,  the arears oldest extant Jewish
cemetery.  The tour was jo inr ly Ied by

I I

Mrs. Axelrod and Mark Mandle.
A11 tours use chartered air-condi-

t ioned buses and are of fered at  reduced
rates to rnembers.  Tours th is year began
at as 1i t t le as $9.00 per person.

A Popular Soc ia1 Act iv i ty

"0rco aga in o.rr  membersh ip has t  aken
advantage of  the unique opportuni t ies af-
fored by these Sunday tours,rr  said Mrs.
Axel  rod. "They combi ne a pleasant social
day or af ternoon \ , r i th an opportuni ty to
become better aware of  our roots and our
1oc a1 Jewish cuLture.  "

With the 1985 seagon behind her,  she
is already thinking ahead to the 1986 sea-
son and weLcomes suggest ions for new or
repeat tours.  Members wi th ideas to pass
on can reach Mrs.  Axelrod at :  432-7003 or
at  2100 Linden, Highland Park 60035.

Archives Data Sousht tCont 'd l
I  Cont inued from page 10]

inence as the father of  the Zichrow Yacob
Colony in Turkish Palest ine.  One of  h is
f ive soos marr ied into rhe farni ly of  the
EngLish noveList  IsraeL Zangwi11, but
another became a physic ian in America and
i t  is  about Lhe physic ian and his fami ly
in nar l  icr l . r  rhAI Mr N4.al  ra i< propr rn

learn.  I t  is  not  certain that  Dr.  Horn
l ived in the Chicago area.

Anyooe \ , , i th mater iaI  re lated to ei ther
inquiry is asked to get in touch with Mrs.
0r l insky at  643-9666 or the Society at
663-5634 .


