
l - ( t  ( )  k t ( t  the o( jk f t l ( ) . r ! . r r t t i ( : t
DtfSJ rt 1iJ-bx

beartr ,

tvr.lit

I  ! l I t
I

cbtccrao aeuctsh lzlstoprcol soctexy
618 South Michigan Chicago, lllinois 60605 Telephone: (312) 663.5634

soceta necl)s
VOLUME VI I NUMBER 2 DECEMBER 1983

DECEMBER 
'ITH CJHS PROGRAN TO BE HELD

"lv laxwel I  Street Revis i ted"
Is Subject  of  Panel ,  Sl ides;
Exhibl ts 0pen Free to lv lembers

Maxerel l  Street wheR i t  was a major
focal  point  in the l i fe of  Chicaeo's Jews
wi l l  be the ropic of  CJHS's progiam on
Sunday, December 4.  The program wi l l  be
held at  2:00 PM in the audi tor ium of the
Chicago t l is tor ical  Society,  which is co-
sponsor ing the meet ing in connect ion wi th
i ts Maxwel l  Street exhibi ts.

The program, a panel  d iscussion on
"Maxwe11 Street Revis i ted,  "  wi l l  feature
Leah Axelrod, I rv ing Cut ler ,  Rachel  i le im-
ovics,  and--as moderator--Char les Be rn-
stein.  The panel ists,  a l1 ser ious stu-
dents of  Chicago Jewish history,  are wel l
kno! 'n to Society members through their
ings and act iv i r ies.  Sl ides wi l  I  a1sc,  oe
sh own.

Membersh i Cards Provide Free Admission

Admission to the Chicaqo Histor ical
Society bui ld ing wi i l  be f r ie that  Sun-
day to CJHS members who present their
membership cards at  the door.  persons
r. 'ho are not members of  the Chicaso Jew-
ish Histor ical  Society i tsel f  ma| at tend
the nreet ing by paying the usual  museum
admission fees of  91.00 or $.25 for sen-
ior  c i t izens. 0f  course, memberJ c;  the
Chicago I{ istoi ical  Society are always ad_
mi t  t  ed f  ree.

Admission wi l l  atso enable al1 to
see the two concurrent Maxwel l  Street ex-
hibi ts.  0f  the two, the one most 1ike1v
to interest  CJHS meurbers is the display
of photographs, posters,  and publ icat ions
cover ing the years f rom the l880ts throueh
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the 1920rs,  which were the najor years
of heavy Jewish involvement.  This ex-
hibi t  is  locared in the Graphics Gal lery
on the thi rd f loor of  the nuseum and was
assembled by Al len Tel ler ,  a histor ical
photographer who spoke at  our Apr i l  neet_
rng.

A larger photographic exhibi t  fo_
cussing on the Maxwel l  Street of  the
last  f i f ty  years is in the t r r r ig ley Ga1-
1ery.

Mrs.  Axelrod, l ike al l  the progran
panel ists,  is  a founder of  CJHS, a wel l -
known tour guide and a speaker on 1ocal
history.  She directs the Society 's sum-
mer tour progran. Dr.  Cut ler .  a lso a
fami l iar  tour guide, is best kno"n 

""  
.

speaker on the local  Jewish communitv and
as the author of  standard works on Chica-
go history and geography including his
mos t  recent,  Ethnic Chicaeo.

Itrs. tte iuroiicll-ii r it president of
the Society,  is  a 1oca1 Jewish histor ien
and author of  the Chicago Jewish Source
Book. Mr.  BernsteTn=-iE a $,el l -kno$rn sen-
ealogist  and coosul tant  on Chicaso Jei ish
hir te:y.

The Ch j .cago Histor ical  Society
bui ld ing,  located in Lincoln park near
Clark Street and North Avenue, is readi ly
accessible.  CTA buses lL,  22,  I45,  146
and 151 al l  stop near i t ,  and netered
parking lots are wi th in a block or two,
Because of  museuo ruIes,  t f iere ,u. i I I  6e no
social  hour preceding the pr.grsm; but
the museun wi l l  open at  ncon, permit t ing
the viewing of  exhibi ts pr ior  to the prJ-
gram as welI  as af ter  i t .
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Pres ident 's  Column

Paying Tr ibute to Two
Very Special  People

In th is column, I  wouid l ike to
tend a heart fe l t  r rThank You" to two
who have devoted count less hours to
work of  our organizat ion.

They are Sara Jacobson and Mark
Mandle,

Papers of  Harry Barnard
Contr ibuted to CJHS

CJHS received a gi f t  of  c l ippings,
books and other mater ia ls pertaining to
the Chicago Jewish community f ron the
papers of  the late biographer/histor ian
Harry Barnard.

Cl ippings nake up the Iargest por-
t ion of  the col lect ion.  They arr ived in
an assortnent of  boxes, f i1es,  bags and
envelopes, and cover topics,  personal i -
t ies and events pr imari ly f rom the last
ten years.  Each container has been in-
dexed and is nou housed in the Societyrs
of f ice at  Spertus Co11ege. The mater ia ls
are avaiLable to researchers by appoint-
ment,

According to Ruth Barnard,  who made
the presentat ion,  her husband may have
been planning a book about the Chicago
Jewish community when he died on August
26, t982.

Among Mr.  Barnard's publ ished books
were tv/o espeeial ly concerned with his-
tor ic f igures in American and Chicago
r - , . : -L L:^F^-. .  Tr,- . ,  ^-o Tho Fnroino nfJcwa5'r  Lr IsLUry.  r"EJ dr!  ' r rL 
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an American Jew: The Li fe and Times of
Judge Jul  ian t r l .  Mack; and This Great Tr i -
umvirate of  Patr iots,  the story of  the
George Washington, Haym Solomon, Robert
Morr is oonument on Llacker Dr ive near Wa-
bash Avenue.

CJHS sends a very special  " thank
you" to Ruth Barnard.

Cootr ibur ions of  th is sort  are always
welcomed by the Society.  l f  you or any
of your f r iends can contr ibute oater ia ls
pert inent to 1oca1 Jervish history '  get  in
touch with our archives chairman, Els ie
0r l insky at  643-9666 or the,  CJHS off ice.

Society News is publ  ished
Jevr ish His tor ical  Society
Michigan Avenue, Ch i  ca go,
Te le ph one :  (312) 663-5634.

Edi tor ia l  inquir ies should
the edi tor  at  3500 North
Chicago, I11i  no i  s 60657.
348-2800.

by The Ch icago
at 618 South
111ino is 60605.

be d i  rect  ed to
Lake Shore Dr ive,
Telephone: (312)

Editor ia l  Board

ex-
people
the

President
Rachel  Heimovics

Sara Jacobson

Sara tended to our of f ice regular ly '
on a volunteer basis,  year-round, for  at
least  three years.  She caoe through bl iz-
zards,  through sweIter ing heat,  wi thout
fai l .  She handled phone nessages and
mai l ,  When we were without an of f ice for
several  months recent ly,  she set up "shop"
in the Asher Library.  She is a remarka-
ble lady whose involvements and dedicat ion
to the Chicago Jewish community and to
Jewish learning are legion. We look for-
htard to many more years of  Sara's help--
and to her cont inued good heal th.

Mark Mandle

Mark recent ly resigned from our board
after serving six years,  He was one of
our founding board nembers and a former
treasurer.  Mark 's contr ibut  ions ranged
fron progranning to oral  h istory to run-
ning our two Roundtables in 1982, to f i l l -
ing in whenever and wherever he was need-
ed. We trust  that  h is interest  in and
contr ibut ions to the cause of  loca1 Jew-
ish history wi l l  not  waver and that he
enjoys much success and ful f i l lment in his
new endeavors,  lJe hope to see a 1ot of
hin around CJHS in the future!

We refer to our Society as a volun-
teer organizat ion.  To Sara and Mark--
and to the others who give us their  t ime
and expert  ise--we owe everything '  I t  I  s
as s imple and as total  as that !

socteta ne(rts

Rachel Heimovics,
Schwartz,  Norman

Muriel  Robin,  Mosel le
Schwartz.- -Rachel  B.  I le imov ic s



SOCIETY'S ORAL HISTORY PROJECT ACHEIVES I'IUCH, GAINS I,.JIDE RECOGNITION

Nearly Sixty Intervielvs Are
Now Preserved on Tapes

Mose 11e Schwart  z:  Started
Ora 1 History Proj  ec tTaping the reniniscences of individuals

who have been prominently lnvolved in as-
pects of local Jewish history has been one
of the Societyrs most important endeavors.
Making such tapes and transcribing thern so
that a record exists for posterity and the
use of historians has been a concern of CJHS
since i ts founding. I ts col lect lon of  oral
histoxy now approaches sixty interviews.

The complicated oral history technique,
which involves careful selection of inter-
viewers and intervienrees, background prepar-
ation, knowing how to deal with various per-
sonali.ties, various interviewing techniques,
technical expertise, transcribing tapes onto
paper, and skills in cataloging began under
the energetic and devoted leadershi-p of
Moselle Aison Schl'artz shortly after the
Society was forned and has since absorbed
the energLes of many members. Current oral
history chairnen are Sidney Sorkin and Dr.
Adele Hast.

List  To Be Publ ished

In the next issue of Soci.ety News we
hope to publish the names of individuals who
have been recorded on tape as a part of this
ongoing act iv i ty.  Most,  though not al l ,  of
these tapes or their  t ranscr ipt ions can be
made avai lable to histor ians and scholars.
A feriT cannot be used at this time because of
conditions set down by the person interview-
ed, but all will eventually become avallable.

Looking back at the oral- history pro-
gram, Mrs. Schnartz emphasized the fact that
the success and broad scope of  the project
were made possible onJ-y because of the many
individuals who gave unstintingly of their
time and energies, She referred 1n particu-
lar to those who have chgired or co-chaired
the oral history cormittee! Mark Mandle and
Dr.  Cur l is  Melnick.

Learning the Techn+ques

She recalled that Dr. Ed Mazur served
as the prinary instructor in the techniques
of oral history and that Nancy Cohen, Judy
Klovden, and Marcia Ross, among others, were
responsibJ-e for a sizable donation fron the
West Valley Section of the National Council
of Jewish Wonen which nade the program finan-

cial ly feasible,
Mrs, Schr,tartz also singled out the con-

tri"bution of So1 Brandzel, a CJHS founder
and board nember, who has been extrernely
helpful in arranging for and conducting in-
terviews with outstanding members of the
Chicago Jewish comnunj.ty, incJ-uding J"eaders
of government.

Many Persons Involved, More Needed

She also paid t r ibute to a host of
other vol-unteers who have assisted in one or
another facet of this important project, in-
cluding especially Leah Axelrod, Charles
Bernstein, I'Larion Cutler, Elizabeth Gerson,
Rachel Hetutrovics, Joseph Landy, Rosalie Ober-
rnan, Elsie Orlinsky, Frances Posner, Muriel
Robin, Norman Schwartz, and Mildred Stern.

To this l is t  the Society would l ike to
add the nanes of yet other menbers who night
(l) be able to suggest candidates for oral
history interviers,  (2)  assist  wi th inter-
viewing, or (3) transcrlbe tapes into trans-
cr ipts.  I f  you can help,  pJ,ease contact
Sidney Sorkin evenings or weekends at 22L-
4096.

Proj ect Achieves Recognition

Mrs. Schwartz noted that the Society
has received considerabl,e recognition for
i ts work in oral  h istory.  I t  part ic ipated
in the Sanganon State University Oral Hls-
tory Research Project  in 1981 and is l is ted
in the Directory of Ill inois OriL History
Resources published by that universlty. It
is aLso invited to send a representative to
that inst i tut ionts oral  h istory conference
in Apr i l .

Perhaps an even beLter indlcation of
the Societyts achieveuent in oral history
is tbe fact  that  when Universi ty of  I l l inois
at  Chicago Professor Dominic Candeloro re-
ceived a large grant f roo the Nat ional  En-
dowment for the Humanities to study Italiafls
in Chieago he turned to CJHS for advice and
instruction in, among other things, oral
history techniques I

I .J.S.



GROI./ ING UP ON MAXWELL STREET IN THE EARLY I9OO'S--
REMINISCENCES OF AN ALUMNUS OF THE JEl^/ISH TRAIN]NG SCHOOL

The Pr iv i leges of  L iv ins
In an Underpr iv i leged Area

By Morr is Ye 11in

Carl  Sandburg once said that  the hu-
man mind can be l ikened to a huge vaul t
f i l led wi th f i l ing cabiners in which you
deposi t  your menories each day as you l ive
i t ,  Most general ly the cabinets are not
completely opened unt i l  you pass the Bib-
l ica1 three score and ten and then you are
permit ted,  nay urged, to start  wi thdrawing
your t reasures.  For the nind performs che
impossible for  man. I t  holds together
past and present.  I t  is  a heal ing tonic
to the heart  to c lose one's eyes for f leet-
ing mornents and to relax in the soothing
glow of  nos t  a l  g ia.

Let me rerninisce about my format ive
years in the MaxwelI  Street area. that
teening and vibraot neighborhood where I
spent so many happy hours dur ing the f i rst
years of  th is cen t  u ry.

A Ghetto? Yes and No

There is no doubt that  by todayrs
standards my old neighborhood would now
be cal1ed the ghetto--but to us i t  had no
st igma of  shame. And i t  Lras a place of
opportuni ty,  In fact ,  our parents were
proud of  our neighborhoodl  for  wi th in
three square blocks lhere were three large
publ ic schools,  the Ol iver coldsmith
School  on Maxwel l  Street,  the Foster
School  on Union Street and the Washburne
School  on Fourteenth Street,  in addi t ion
to the pr ivately endowed, and in my opin-
ion,  the most advanced school  at  that
t ime in the ent i re nat ion,  my beloved Jew-
ish Training School  on Judd Street between
Jefferson and Cl inton. 0ur parents '  chief
concern was that the chi ldren receive a
good Engl ish educat ion.  In my case, I  had
to keep up with my Hebrew lessons as we11.

In the late nineteenth century and
ear ly twent ieth century,  Jewish immigrants
came pour ing in f rom Russia,  Romania,
Gal ic ia,  Poland, Li thuania and other Euro-
pean lands, each with their  own cul tures
and custours.  The al l -embracios arns of
Aqrer ica's f reedom encirc led them at1 and
quickly poured them into the melt ing pot
of  Americanism. I t  is  to fhe ever last ins

credi t  of  the Chicago Publ ic Schools and
of course to my ovrn beloved Jewish Train-
ing School  how guickly they taught us the
three R's and other,  advanced courses;
bul  the nost important lessons they taught
us were to cher ish f reedom and to appreci-
ate the opportuni t ies of fered us.

Yearning for Ci t  izenship

The f i rst  quest of  the new immigrant
was to become a ci t izen of  the Uni ted
States.  l le11, our alderman, 20th Ward A1-
derman Fick,  at  that  t ime owned the saloon
on Twelf ih Street near the Chicago River.
Al1 one had to do h 'as go down anJ see A1-
derman Fick,  who gave you S5.00 and had
your f i rst  papers made out for  you, Be-
l ieve me, Alderman Fick had no trouble
being re-e1ected.

My folks l ived on Maxwel l  Street
near Jef ferson Srreet in a bui ld ing we did
not olrn.  To the west of  us was Fire En-
gine Company , iS.  I lany of  us used to hang
around the f i rehouse. Once in a great
whi le,  we wouJd so along to a Fire.

I t  was a very busy stat ion,  Close
your eyes and picture i t .  you wi l l  see
what happened v/hen the alarn sounded a
cal l  for  Engine {6,  The f i remen would
sl ide down the brass pole.  The t icker
watcher would snap a button: the doors of
the horse sta11 would f1y open, and the
tno brown horses would charge into their
place at  the hose cart  whi le the t t4ro gray
ones would go to the engine. The harness,
which hung up in the cei l ing,  would come
down and be quickly snapped in p1ace. The
engineer would imnediately start  a f i re in
the engine, and--wi th both dr ivers in their
places, wi th gong banging away and with
smoke belching from the engine, away they
would go. lJhat a thr i1 l  i t  was for us.
and how envious we were of  the f i rer"n.
Many of  us k ids dreaot of  being f i rernen
when we grel '  up.

Yet on the old West Side we rarely
forgot our Jewish her i tage. For we remem-
bered we are a people by v i r tue of  our
Torah. There were many outstanding syn-
agogues, many of  them farther i /est  on the
new West Side. I  wi l l  never forget the
great and beaut i fu l  Russische Shu1. As
the Palace Theater in New york was the

ICont inued on next page]



pinnacle of  success for an actor,  so was
the Russische Shul  the highest at ta inment
for a cantor.  One year I  was a choir
s inger under the renowned Hersh, For the
High Hol idays I  received 95.00. Yes, we
did not neglect  our Jewish tradi t ion.

Shopping on Hals ted Street

One of  the main streets in our neigh-
borhood r /as Halsted Street.  This was the
Great White l lay for  us youngsters.  I t  was
the State Street of  the hlest  Side, Remem-
ber Fr iedman rs Nickelodeon? Remember
Bronco Bi11y Anderson? And wbat about
Pear l  White? That heroine would make us
gasp with horror when she vrouLd be t ied
down to the rai l road tracks wi th tbe t ra in
bear ing down upon her.  But thanks to the
hero,  she was always rescued in the nick
of t ine.  A three-hour show would cost  us
kids a nickel .

From the show we would general ly go
to Nathants Ice Cream Parlor.  Remember
those colossal  sodas, wi th a maraschino
cherry topping of f  the huge scoop of  ice
cream f loat ing in sparkl ing soda water?
That too set us back a nickel .  Were we
hungry? 0n 0rBr ien Street was the Bremmer
Cookie factory.  For f ive cents we would
get a big bag ful l  of  broken vani l la wa-
fers and coconut bars,  warm and del ic ious,
--what a feast !  Yes, the af f luent young-
sters of  today might real ly envy us,  the
so-ca1led ghetto k ids of  yesteryear.

When hol idays arr ived, shopping would
be done in the two department stores on
Halsted Street,  The 12th Street Store and
L. Kleinrs Department Store.  These were
one-pr ice stores,  wi th Klein 's carry ing a
l i t t le better merchandise than The 1zth
St reet Store.

Jef ferson Street for  the Immigrant

For the newly-arr ived innigrant I ta l -
sted Street was out of  reach, Jef ferson

These reminiscences by Morr is yel l in
abou t  grohTing up in the old Maxwe 11 Street
Jewish community are adapted from a pre-
sentat  ion he made sox0e years ago in his role
as histor ian for  the alumni of  the Chicago
Jewish Training School .  That unique inst i -
fut ion played a va 1u ab 1e ro 1e in the Ameri-
canizat  ion of  Eas t  Eur o pean Jews dur ing i ts
short  h istory,  The Society plans to devote
considerable at tent ion in the comi ng nonths
to the school ,  i ts  unusual  h istory and i ts
important contr ibut ions to local  Jewi sh l i fe

Street was his shopping center.  Did he
need a "Shi f fcart"  (a t icket  for  a steam-
ship l ine),  d id he want to send a few do1-
lars to Europe, did he want to oDen a sav-
ings account wi th a few dol lars? Why, go
to Schi f f  the Banker on Jefferson Street.
Did he want to become a customer oeddler?
Go to Phi l ipson's.  Did he need a sui t?
New or second hand, Jef ferson Street mer-
chants rn 'ere there to take care of  h is
needs. htren ready to furnish a smal l
f lat ,  one needs a l inoleurn.  What better
place to get i t  than at  p inskyrs on Jef-
ferson Street near Maxwel l? yes,  Jef fer-
son Street was our street,  and al l  who
I ived close by ean never forget i t .

Maxwel l  Street:  Pushcart  parad i  s e

Through the years,  my wife and I  have
travel"ed to several  couhtr ies and have
vis i ted many i lea markets,  but  not one
could hold a candle to Maxwel l  Street for
bargains,  Maxwel l  Street,  the f lea mar-
ket capi ta l  of  the nidwest.  The pushcart
center of  America.  Extendine from Jeffer-
son Street several  b locks to Morsan
Street,  i t  abounded with bargainJ.  push-
carts were l ined up side by s ide not only
on the sidenalks but also on both s ides of
the street i tsel f .

Did you need frui t '  d id you need veg-
etabLes, did you need gar l ic ,  sPices?
You would have been sure to f ind them
there at  reduce@ pr ices'  In the Pushcarts
on the street the f lea narket f lour ished.
Did you need a wal let ,  a deck of  cards,  a
motor,  sone bicycle parts '  Pictures or
f iames? Anything the mind conceives of
t r rould be chere.  A11 you had to do was
look-- look and walk.  To give you the
needed strength,  the red hot man was ever
ready to serve you. I t  was also an an-
t ique loversr paradise.  I low much pleasure

ICont inued on page 101
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ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE THE PRODUCT OF A LOCAL B'NAI B'RITH LODGE,

NARKS SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDING IN CHICAGO

l ' l idwest Off ice St i l l  F isht ins
Discr iminat ion and Promot ing Rishts

In 1908, Sigmund Liv ingston, a Chi-
cago lawyer and Btnai  Btr i th rnernber,  wrote
to a conpany that publ ished a t ravel  book-
let  which featured advert isements for  ho-
tels and summer resorts.  He pointed out
that nany of  the not ices had contained
the of fensive phrase "no Jews wanted. ' l
The president of  the company pronpt ly re-
pl ied:  " the matter was never given any
thought. . . in the future we can el iminate
anything of  that  k ind, . .and we wi l l  be
glad to do so."  Another correspondence
of Liv ingston's,  t t r is  t ime to the Post-
naster General ,  pointed out the obnoxi-
ous nature of  postcards going through the
Bai l  that  had disparaging car icatures of
"Jews."  I t  brought the response that the
rrPost of f ice department would be glad to
see that proper act ion is taken,"

Adolph Kraus, president of  B'nai
B'r i th at  the t ime, also carr ied on soBe
correspondence that year.  I l is  was with
Melvi l le E. Stone, president of  Associa-
ted Press.  In a let ter  to Stone, Kraus
addressed the custom Associated Press had
adopted of  ident i fy ing Jews, and only
Jews, by rel ig ion in report ing a cr ine.
Kraus h ' rote that  i f  the accused is a non-
Jew. we never learn ' rwhether he is a Meth-
odist ,  a Cathol ic,  or  of  another denonin-
at ion. . . is  there any good reason for nak-
ing such a dist inct ion?" Stone didn' t
th ink there was, and he discont inued the
pract ice at  the wire service.

CoEEit tee works To Change Att i tudes

Liv ingston and Kraus were members of
the Publ ic i ty Conmit tee,  a standing com-
ni t tee establ ished that year by the Mid-
west Distr ict  Grand Lodge of  B'nai  B'r i th
in Chicago to consider the problen of
defamat ion of  Jews. The conni t tee had
been Liv ingston's idea, an idea that had
grown af ter  he r i r i tnessed the ef fect  that
the 1arge, t  urn-o f -  the- cent ury wave of
East European Jewish innigrat ion had upon
the American image of  the Jerr ' .  In the
nass media,  the entertainnent f ie1d, the
vaudevi l le stage and the ear ly c inema,
the Jen had become tbe subject  of  deroga-
tory portrayals and car icatures.  L iv ing*

ston suggested to his fe l1ow B'nai  B'r i th
menbers that  an ant i -defamat ion program
be developed to counter the probleE of
publ ic r id icule of  Jews, and thus the
Publ ic i ty Commit tee was born as a resul t
of  local  in i t  iat  ive .

In the f i rst  instances, what Liv ing-
aton and his group were pr imari ly concern-
ed with was the defamat ion of  the Jen.
In the course of  their  work,  the people
they approached were neh'spaper publ ishers,
the vaudevi l le bookers,  and other such
"people of  inf luence."  Armed with a oi le
of  correspondence which had yielded f i -
vorable resul ts,  at  the end of  one year
Liv ingston was able to show that his idea
couLd work,

Addi t ional  Need Resul ts in ADL

Not al l  representat ions of  the Pub-
l ic i ty Conni t tee had received posi t ive
responses. In fact ,  L iv ingston and his
col leagues found, qui te shockingly,  that
"men of  h igh uoral  reputat ion and consid-
erable intel lectual  at ta inments could be
badly infected with ant i -Seur i t ic  preju-
dice."  Furthernore,  the commit tee con-
t inued to f ind expressions of  ant i -Seni t -
ism everywhere. After f ive years of
v ig i lance and act ion by the Connr i t tee,  i t
was clear that  a more widespread--and
organ ized--e f  for t  was needed. In response
to th is,  the members of  the coEEit tee no-
bi i izeci  a broad cross-sect ion of  iewish
communal leadership to forn the Ant i -
Defanat ion League of  B'nai  B'r i th,

Establ ished in 0ctober of  1913, sev-
enty years ago, the League had a wel l -
def ined set of  broad pr inciples and a
program clear ly ahead of  i ts  t ime. The
League's ul t imate purpose, as stated in
i ts charter,  read " to secure just ice and
fair  t reatnent to al l  c i t izens al ike and
to put an end forever to unjust  and un-
fair  d iscr in inat ion against .  . .any body
of c i t izens."  The League's inqrediate
object ive was to stop the defaBat ion of
the Jewish people through appeals to rea-
son, conscience, and i f  necessary 1aw.
A three-pronged program to address th is
concern was developed, and i t  consisted
of educat ional  endeavors,  v ig i lance and
legis lat  ive advocacy.

ICont inued on next pageJ



Chicago Was Hone to First  Headquarters

Chicago Jewry had led the way again.
The ADLrs f i rst  headquarters was in the
Kraus Lodge of f ice at  100 North Lasal le
Street.  I t  was to be years before i t  moved
to nat ional  headquarters in New York.

Through i ts seventy tears,  the
League has remained true to i ts founding
pr inciples.  However,  i ts  program has
broadened considerably in response to
the changing nature of  ant i -Semit ism and
the changing needs of  the Jewish comnuni-
ty.  The League has also grown in the
physical  sensel  i t  is  now an internat ion-
al  organizat ion wi th th i r ty of f ic-es in
the United States as wel l  as of f ices in
Europe, Israel  and Lat in America.  A c lo-
ser look at  the ' reras of  ADL" which led
to these changes wi l l  a lso reveal  some of
the f t7ork the League has accompl ished in
the Chicago metropol i tan area through the
years.

.Working Agains t  the Fascists

From 1913 td 1930, the ADL was almostr '
soleIy an ant i -defamat ion organizat ion,
pr imari ly concerned with ant i -Seni t ic  1 i -
bels and car icatures.  In the 1930rs,  the
ADL entered a new phase of  act iv i ty:  the
survei l lance of  fascist  act iv i t ies in th is
country and, of  course, here in the Chica-
go area. Though st i l l  a smal l  organiza-
t ion at  that  t ime, the League set up a
system of volunteers to inf i l t rate fas-
cist  groups l ike the German Bund and the
Si lver Shir ts,  which were spr inging up
l ike mushrooms al l  over the U.S.

A. Abbot Rosen, who has been the ADLrs
nidwest director s ince 1948, received his
f i rst  taste of  the League dur ing th is
t ime. I le kras a lawyer for  the EsPionage
and Sabotage Unit  of  the U.S. Just ice De-
partment,  and in that  capaci ty he saw and
used ADL f i les on these organizat ions be-
cause the ADLrs f i les were far more com-
prehensive than those of  the FBI.  The
FBI Eade considerable us!  of  these f i les,
and to th is day the ADL st i l l  moni tors the
act iv i t ies of  hate groups and indiv iduals
whose basic purpose is damage and harn to
Jev/s and others,

The True Aff i rmat ive Act ion Concept

A third era in the work of  the ADL
beean at  the end of  World War I I .  Unt i l
th; t  t inne, i f  there was a part icular case
of discr in inat ion or defamat ion, the
League would respond speci f ical ly to i t

Parts of  th is art ic le were adaDted
f rom A Promise To Keeo bv Nathan Bel th and
f rom nater ia ls provided by A. Abbot Rosen.
Thanks for assistance are also due to Lisa
Z. Skolnik of  the Midwest of f ice of  the
Ant i -Defanat ion Leasue .

as best i t  could.  But at  that  t i rne the
real izat ion surfaced that an endless a-
nount of  t ime could be spent working on
these indiv idual  cases with l imi ted over-
al l  resul t .  So the League determined to
address the total  "Jewish circumstance,"
and did so by exanining the inportant
American inst i tut ions of  the cay. I ts
goal  was to t ry to br ing American : i i rst i -
tut ions and Jews together,  t l i rough a pro-
gram the League ca1led "af f i rmat ive ac-
t ion,"  which they def ined as "broadening
the pool  f rom which gual i f ied people are
chosen."  (The ADL may have been the f i rst
to coin th is phrase, which is st i l l  used
--and of ten mi sused--  t  oday. )

The f i rst  th ing the ADL did in i ts
program for af f i rnat ive act ion took place
bere in Chicago. At th is t ime, some of
the best col leges and universi t ies in
America st i l1 had a guota systen operat-
ing against  Jews. A rnenber of  the
Leaguers Chicago staf f ,  Ste11a Counsel-
baum, fe l t  th is discr iminat ion must be
fought head on. She was the major force
behind a nat ional  conference convened
here rdi th the American Counci l  of  Educa-
t ion to look at  adrnission pract ices at
col leges and universi t ies.  The deans,
presidents and adrnissions of f icers of  the
top inst i tut ions in America at tended the
conference, at  which a ser ies of  programs
and resolut ions was adopted to lead to
the dropping of  these art i f ic ia l  barr iers
in Aner ican higher educat ion.

Efforts at  Northnestern Univers i ty

The League bel ieved that many inst i -
tut ions were not discr i rn inat ing against
Jews by turning them away (be i t  for  en-
ployment,  insurance, loans or higher ed-
ucat ion),  but  rather by adopt ing recrui t -
ment programs which assured that Jerrrs
t tould not appear "at  their  doors.rr  So
the Leaguers af f i rmat ive act ion program
made good sense for the t imes,

An example of  i ts  success can be
seen in the case of  Northh'estern Univer-
s i ty,  where there were very few Jewish
students in i ts Technoloeical  Inst i tute.

ICont ioued on next page]
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The ADL asked the inst i tute where i t  was
doing i ts recrui t ing,  knowing that one
of the f inest  technical  h igh schools in
the United States,  the Bronx High School
of  Sciences, had a large proport ion of
Jewish students.  As i t  turned out,  North-
l testern had never sent a recrui ter  to that
high school .  The League said i f  they were
sincere about taking people on meri t - -
including Jeirs-- then they should go there.
They did--and nore Jewish students were
enrol  led ,

Reports about Northwestern's reput a-
t ion as a discr in inator surfaced again in
the ear ly J-960's,  but  c loser exaninat ion
by the League revealed the culpr i t  was
not the inst i tut ion but a biased employee.
Jewish parents f rom around the country
were let t ing the League know that their
chi ldren were rejected for admission to
Northrcestern whi le their  gent i le peers
were al l  being admit ted.  The ADL inves-
t igated the matter by cor l tact ing admis-
sions counselors around the country,  and
found that there was a dean of  adrnissions
at Northwestern who was ant i -Semit ic--
and ant i -b lack and ant i -Cathol ic as we11.
Armed with documentat ion,  the ADL ap-
proaehed Frankl in Kremel,  who was then
the vice-president in charge of  admini-
strat ion at  the universi ty.  I le was
aghast,  and the si tuat ion was remedied
imnediately.

Broadening Employment Opportuni t ies

Other areas where this pol icy of
af f i rmat ive act ion was naking great head-
way were employnent and housing. Mid-
west Regional  Director Abbot Rosen waged
a campaign to impleDent these prograns
throughout the Chicago area, and his
f i les show a number of  cases l rhere the
s t rategy was very ef fect ive.

In one instance relat ing to employ-
ment,  Rosen received a coEplaint  that  a
large Loop insurance company was ant i -
Semit ic.  I le arranged a neet ing wi th an
off ic ia l  there,  and on the appointed day'
as he found hinsel f  walk ing through the
company's huge of f ice,  he not iced al l  the
employees were white.  l lh i le discussing
Jewish enployemnt in his neet ing wi th the
execut ive,  he also ment ioned the obvious
lack of  other minor i t ies and learned that
the conpany recrui ted for  secretar ies and
stenographers f rom only a handful  of

Chicago high schools.  But af ter  th is
meet ing,  the conpany began going to every
high school  in the c i ty which gave cours-
es pert inent to the ski l ls  they l rere look-
ing for in employees, Here the ADL was
l iv ing up to the broad goals of  i ts
or ig inal  purpo"e.-  

-

At  th is t ime, the ADL also undertook
a survey of  enployment condi t ions in Chi*
cago to deternine the opportuni t ies that
were avai lable to Jews. Contact  was nade
with a nunber of  comnercial  employment
agencies which suppl ied the League with
copies of  job orders detai l ing the posi-
t ions that were avai labl-e in the c i ty at
the t ime. Al though this was in the ear ly
Fi f t ies,  at  a t ioe when i t  was almost im-
possible to f ind secretar ies,  fu l ly  one
out of  three job orders said "No Jews" in
bold let ter ing.  Others did not use such
expl ie i t  language but had the same re-
str ict ion,

To combat th is,  the League arranged
a ser ies of  meet ing ni th the heads of  the
f i rms who were using these discr iminatory
pract ices.  They found that in Iarge in-
st i tut ions the chief  execut ive was not
naking these pol ic ies,  but  rather the
personnel  and placement workers vrere mis-
takenly assuming the "bossrr  would not
r l 'ant  to hire Jews, The ADL also approach-
ed large employers wi th no record of  d is-
cr iminat ion dur ing th is per iod to fur ther
i ts af f i rnat ive act ion program and dis-
cuss Jewish enploynent.  0f  course i t  is
now i l legal  for  large enployers to dis-
cr in inate in th is way, thanks to fa i r  en-
ployment legis lat  ion-- the sort  of  legis-
lat ion for  whieh ADL had Lona worked.

Working for Open Hous ing

During these t imes, the ADL also
received nany indiv idual  courplaints about
housing discr in inat ion.  Eurploying the
assistance of  cooperat ing real tors,  the
League examined the l is t ings of  the Evan-
ston/North Shore Real Estate Board.  Many
carr ied the statement " the owners reserve
the r ight  to reject  any or al l  of fers,"
gratui tous language useful  at  that  t iEe
pr imari ly to bar sales to Jews. The
League tr ied to determine the speci f ic
areas which were restr icted, and af ter  a
lengthy invest igat ion did indeed discover
where Chr ist ians were buying and Jews

IConcluded on next pageJ



On the occas ion of  the sevent ieth anniversary
of the founding of  the Ant i -Defamat ion Leasue
of Brnai  B'r i th,  i t  is  especial ly f i t t ing ihat
we honor A. Abbot Rosen, i ts Midwest Off ice
Director for  the past th i r ty- f ive years--exact-
ly hal f  of  ADL's history,  A graduate of  yale
Col lege and Columbia Universi ty Law School ,  Mr.
Rosen jo ined the Chicago ADL of f ice in 1948 and
has guided i ts act iv i t ies wi th ski l l ,  determina-
t ion and tact  whi le acquir ing a nat ional  reputa-
t ion in his f ie ld.

were not.  They went publ ie wi th the
story,  which appeared in al l  the Chicaeo
ne$rspapers and caused qui te a st i r .  Ai-
though this did not put an end to housins
discr iminat ion,  i t  was certainly a good
beginning.

Neh, Problems Requjre New Strategies

In the Sixt ies new civ i  I  r ights leg-
is lat ion nade the kinds of  d iscr iminat ion
which the ADL had been f ight ing far  less
acceptable than ever before.  Thus the
League in Chicago turned i ts ef for ts
toward a more insidious and subt le form
of ant i -Semit isn.  When some of Chicagors
leading banks were found to be aiding and
abett ing the Arab boycott  in the Seven-
t ies.  the ADL confronted these inst i tu-
t ions and helped resolve the matter.  l , lhen
the Neo-Nazis threatened to march in
Skokie in 1978, the ADL devised a strat-
egy to contain the s i tuat ion.  And when
a tenured Northwestern Universi ty pro-
fessor,  Arthur Butz,  l r rote a book that
cal1ed the exterminat ion of  s ix mi l l ion
Jews dur ing the Holocaust a myth and put
Northwestern into the forefront once
again,  the ADL worked with the inst i tut ion
on jo int  programs on Holocaust studies
and is st i l l  counsel ing the schoolrs ad-
ministracion regarding this matter,

as nat ional  ly  and
internat ional  ly  the Ant i -De fama t  i .on League
cont inues i ts seven ty-yea r-o ld ef for ts to
make the wor ld safe and confortable for
Jews. Chicago is proud to have given i t
b i r th and, l ike al l  fond parents,  wishes
i ts of fspr ing cont inued success,

Year End Is Dues Renewal Time
For l' lost CJHS lvlembers

The year 's end is menbership renewal
t ime for most Chicago Jewish Hisior ical
Society menbers.  Except for  those who
have jo ined and paid dues wirhin the last
s ix months,  a l l  mernberships come up for
renevzal  January L

Membership fees conr inue to be the
same as they were last  year wi th basic
annual  dues for regular members beine
$I5.00. Senior c i t izens and students oav
$10,00. A cooplete dues schedule,  inciuO-
rng those for special  categor ies of  mem-
bers wis i r ing to contr i 'bute addi t ional  sums
to the work of  the Society appears on page
12 of  th is issue

In return for  their  dues, members
cont inue to receive not ices of  CJHS meet-
ings and other act iv i t ies;  a l1 issues of
Society News; reduced rates for  sumner
tours of  local  Jewish interest ;  and, per-
haps most inportant,  the pleasure,  the
fel lowship and the appreciat ion of  1ocal
Jewish history fostered by the Societyrs
Sunday af ternoon meet ings.  Menbers also
receive a 102 discount on purchases at  the
Spertus Museun S tore.

Renerdal  not ices wi l l  be in the mai l
wi th in the next few weeks. i , r rhen vours
comes, donrt  put  i t  aside. Renet,  at  once
and look forward with conf idence to anoth-
er enjoyable and informat ive year in 1994.

Inguir ies concerning dues status nay
be made by phone to the Society of f ice at
ooJ-JbJ4.
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Grot, i ing Up on lv laxwel I  Street

ICont inued from Pa ge 5J

I  received walking good old Maxr{el l  Street!

Medicine and MaxwelI  Street

Maxwel l  StEeet [ 'as also the Mayo
Cl in ic of  the l , lest  Side, 0n the corner
of  Newberry and Maxwel l  Streets was tbe
world-renowned Materni ty Center founded by
Dr,  Joseph Delee, whi le on Maxwel l  and
Morgan Streets was the Michael  Reese Dis-
pensary where for a fee of  ten cents you
received good medical  t reatment,  a lways
wi th cour t  e sy.

I f  perchance they could not cure you,
there was st i l l  another way to t ry to help
yoursel f .  A11 you had to do was to come
down to Maxwel l  Street on a Sunday and
there on the southeast corner of  Maxwel l
and Jefferson Streets was the great Indian
I lerb Healer.  This ta l1,  muscular Indian,
dressed in fu l1 costurne with a feather
bonnet extending down to the ground, had
the el ix i r  to cure you (so he said).  Did
you have a cold,  k idney or heart  t rouble?
This bott le of  Indiar herb medicine would
do the job--cost  only twenty-f ive cents a
bott le.  Down the street a way, in order
to avoid compet i t ion,  was another heal .er :
the snake man, whose medicine was guaran-
teed to cure geut,  rheumatism--you were
even able to retain your youthful  v igor,
al l  for  twenty-f ive cents a bott le,

Maxwel l  Street on a Sunday was so
crowded you had to elbon your way through
the street,

.Sto.achs Were Not

For youngsters,  Sunday was something
special  ,  In t r ' intert ime the hot sweet po-
tatoes, the roasted chestnuts;  in the
fal l -  the buttered sweet corn;  in the sum-
mer the ices and ice cream goodies'  'Al I

for  pennies.  What a del ight  !
I lor , ,  many of  you remember Saturday's

gourmet t reat ,  the Shabbos cholent?
Pheasant? Two-inch steaks? Nothing could
compare with th is rniracle.  on Fr iday our
mothers would prepare,  in a heavy cast-
i ron pot,  meat,  . large f i rm l ima beans and
potatoes. Then they would br ing th is
over to Kaufnan's Bakery where for ten
cents i t  was placed in the large oven to
bake al l  n ight .  Just  about noon the
shabbos goy would go over to pick up the
pot and br ing i t  to the house. F'or th is
we qave him f ive cents.  when the l id was

Nebraska Group SeeKs Former
Residents for  Jewish Roster

1:"^r  :n Nebraska or a-r !  yvq EvEr

cross the r iver in Counci l  Bluf fs,  Iowa,
the Nebraska Jewish Histor ical  Society is
looking for you. The newl y-  formed .  group
is compi l ing a register of  former area
residents which wi l l  be known as the
"Great Address Book. "

One-t ime Nebraskans now in the Chica-
go area--1ike Phi l ip Klutznick,  for  exam-
p1e--are asked to send their  nanes, ad-
dresses, and phone numbers to the Great
Address Book at  333 South 132nd street,
0maha 68154

The Nebraska group is among the Iat-
est  of  nunerous state and local  Jewish
histor ical  societ ies to be organized.
Slowly but surely just  about every area
of establ ished Jewisb sett lenent in the
country is beginning to look to the rock
from which i t  was hewn.

Board of  Jet l ish Educat ion
Honors Curt is l ' le lnrck

Curt  is  Melnick,  a forcner board sr i :  n-
ber of  the Society,  wi I I  be the guest of
honor at  the Sixt ieth Anniversary Dinner
of  the Chicago Board of  Jewish Educat ion
on December 11.

Combining a dist inguished career in
secular and rel ig ious educat ion'  Dr.  Mel-
nick is current ly Dean of  the Col lege of
Educat ion at  Roosevel t  Universi ty.  He
also had a long career in the Chicago Pub-
l ic  Schools,  where he at ta ined the rank of
associate super intendent before his re-
t  i retsent some years ago.

His ef for ts for  CJHS include program
presentat ions,  oral  h istory interviews and
nany other act iv i t ies,

Congra tu la t  ions,  Curt  is .
I .J.S.

opened, the aroqg could not be matched by
the f inest  perfume. The golden-brown po-
tatoes, the whole but now-brown l ima beans,
and the neat just  ready to nel t  in your
mouth,  Yes, the tom was a taste of  Gan
Aden--Heaven.

SIum? Ghetto? CaII  i t  what you wish,
we l ived l ike k ings on the old West Side.
I  p i ty the youngsters of  later generat ions.
They missed out on so many thing we poor
but happy youngs ters enjoyed.



Schwartz.

JEWISH ATHLETES REI' lEI lBERED
AT OCTOBER CJHS I"IEETING

A frequent ly over looked facet of  Jew-
ish social  h istory r . ra s.  the subject  of  the
Society 's 0ctober 2nd meet ing at  which
Harry He11er discussed the contr ibut ions
of I  nr- : l  .Tpws ln rhp cnnrt  s scene.

Mr.  He11er,  an athlete of  d ist inct ion
himsel f  and the founder of  the Chicago
Jenish Sports Ha11 of  Faoe, recounted the
role which athlet ics played in the success
of dozens of  Jewish young men from the
area. I l is  capsule biographies and person-
a1 recol lect ions wi th accompanying sl ides
produced many nods of  agreeoent and cosl-
ments of  recogni t ion f rom a nostalgic
audience.

HaI l  ot  Fame Also Drscussed

After Mr.  Hel ler  had reminded his
l is teners of  the boxers;  the wrest lers;
the baseba1l ,  basketbal l  and footbal l
p layers;  and those who coached them, he
explained how the Chicago Jewish Sports
Hal l  of  Fame is keeping their  achievements
al  ive for  future generat ions, .

The speaker encouraged a'nd received
contr ibut ions f rom the audience as several
persons present took turns reminiscing
about athletes they knew personal ly and
told of  yet  other athletes L 'ho contr ibuted
to loca1 Jewish pr ide.  About a dozen per-

sons made such renarks.

Among these was Steven Riess,  whose

art ic le on Chicago Jewish boxers in the

Society Ner.rs sent to members short ly

i i

before the meet ing had generated addi-
t ional  interest  in the meet ing ropic.

Audience Par t  ic i  pat  ion Valuable

Program Chairman Burt  Robin,  who in-
t roduced the speaker,  commented af terwards
that he was part ieular ly del ighted by the
wide audience contr ibut ion.  "our members
are beginning to real ize just  how i rnport-
ant their  act ive part ic ipat ion in pro-
grams is to the Society.  Their  knowledge
and reminiscences are valuable addi t ions
to the local  Jer, , r ish histor ical  record."

The meet ing was held in Bederrnan
Ha11 at  Spertus Col1ege. Refreshments
were served before the meet ing under the
supervis ion of  MoseI le and Norman Schwartz.

Joining the October meet ing speaker,  Harry He11er '  at  the
podiun (second from lef t )  were Program Chairnan Burt
Robin,  President Rachel  Heimovics and Treasurer Nornan

(Photo by Rebecca Rosenf ie ld )

I .J.S

[IELP WANTED

The Soc ie ty Needs A

Membership Chairman

To Keep Menbership Records

Mus t  l ike detai l  work
Typing a plus

[ , lork at  I lome or 0f f ice

Ca11 Rachel  Heimovics at  83 l -2548




