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Preci . lonrrc Mo< ceoa

ANNIVERSARiES AND ECONO|\I ICS
DURING THE NEW YEAR

In th is f i rst  issue of  Society News
in 1983, I  wi I I  wr i te oI  two things: f i rst ,
a f r ip le toast  of  congratulaLions and,
second, a message of  concern about the
state of  econornics as iL afFects our Society,

Drrr ino rhe i | , . , ; I I  ha nar-

t icular ly f i  t t ing thaL our Society recog-
nize Lhree anniversar ies which have par-
Licular s igni f icance for both the Chicago
and the American Jewish communit ies.  These
are the foundings of  the Nat ional  Counci l
of  Jewish Women (1893),  the Ant i -Defamat ion
League (1913),  and the B'nai  B'r i rh Hi11e1
Foundat ion (1923).

Women's Group Outgrowth of  1893 Fair

Ninety years ago Chicago hosted Ehe
World Par l iament of  Rel ig ions which was
held concurrent wi th the Worldrs Columbian
F-^^. i f i^-  

^6an^ 
!A^ rnni l lerw 

"o.<in.cL^PUJILIUI ' 'd | |Ul |51' Iq

to the World Par l iament was the Jewish
Women's Congress chaired by Chicagoan
Hannah Greenebaum Solomon. Out of  th is
f i rst  conveninp o'Jewish women from a1l
over the Uni ted States came the creat ion
of the Nat ional  Counci l  oF Jewish Women.

Tr. /en ty years later,  in l9 i  3,  A Chi-
cago lawyer f rom dot" .nstate Bloomington
grevr increasingly alarmed about ant i -
Semit ism sr l reeping the United States.  The
sni  r i  t  of  h.atp thr t  he saw was acerbated
by the arresE and lynching of  Leo Frank, a
Jew, accused unjust ly of  murder ing a gen-
t i le gir l  in Georgia.  Sigmund Liv ingston
began the Ant i -DeFarnat ion League in his
one-room 1aw off ice,  Soon the B'nai  B'r i th
took the ADL under i ts wing.

Hi1le1 Movement Began in Urbana

B'nai  B'r i th also stepped forth Lo
assisE the new Hi11e1 movemenE that was
born on Lhe campus of  Lhe Universi ty of
I l l inois in Urbana. Chicagoans were among
those who worked for the founding of  Ehe
f i rst  Hi11el  in 1923.

Tha q^. iofv h^hoc f^ 
^"hl ich 

nnro

detai led accounts of  these histor ies in
future issues,

htren we honor NCJW, ADL and Hi l1e1,
we pay tr ibute not only to their  founding

but,  more importanl ly,  !o their  innumer-
able contr ibut ions throughout their  h is-
tory and especial ly today. And i f  there
is a real  purpose to working in history
and working for histor ical  societ ies,  i t
is  to be an ever-  s t reng thened br idge frorn
the past to the future.

Facing the Financial  Fac ts

The future of  our Society depends
upon our recogniz ing the ef fect  of  bad
economic t imes on our ef for ts.  Our Soci-
ely has always pr ided i tsel f  in being able
to maintain 1ow membership 'dues. I , le have
tr ied to keep our old f r iends on our mai l -
ing l is t ,  even though some of them have
not paid dues for several  years,  We have
never engaged in fund-rais ing nor in any
"hard se 11" .

I ln for lune rp lv t lc  herrp ora", i . .  . . -

penses, Since last  summer,  for  the f i rst
t ime, our Society has had to pay rent For
our sma11 of f ice.  We have found i t  neces-
sary to engage some part- f  ime oFf ice heIp.
Postage and dupl icat ing costs keep r is ing.
Proiectc in nr: l  h ictnrv enr l  r rnhivoc

ra lara. l  ov n6n-

ses.
That is why, regret fu l ly ,  we have

had to increase dues for our least  expen-
sive membership categor ies.  Seniors and
students wi l l  now be asked to pay $10 a
year,  and other indiv iduals and fani l ies a
minimum of $15. The inst i rut ional  and
organizat ion membership remains at  $25.
We wi l l  a lso be revamping our mai l ing
1ist .  This detai led work is actual ly under
way. Our mai l ings,  including not ices of
meet ings and issues of  our Society News,
wit l  be sent only to those pEi io i i lho , re
current in their  membership.

I f  any of  you readers,  in months
ahead, reaLtze that you are no longer
receiv ing our mai l ings,  p lease check your
mernbership sEatus.  Membership soI  ic  i ta-
t ions are sent out in January for  the
calendar year.  New members who jo in af ter
July I  of  any year wi l l  be carr ied through
the fol lowing year (up to 18 nonths).

We look to you to help guarantee the
future of  our Society.  Please cont inue to
support  our rrork,  And please, invi te your
fr iends to become members of  our society.

-  Kacnet lJ.  ne lmovl  c s



SET NEW DUES SCHEDULE

RENEW NOW TO COruTINUE
YoUR MEMBERSHIP BENEFlTS

A new dues schedule for  nembershiP

in the Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society

was adopted by the board of  d i rectors at

i ts November meet ing.  Regular annual  dues

wi l l  be $I5 per year,  wi th dues for senior

ci l izens and students set  at  $10. Sus-

taining members and inst i tut ions wi l l  pay

at least  $25 year ly.  Patrons and sponsors

wi l l  pay at  least  $50 and $100 respect ive-

1y.
This represents the f i rst  dues in-

crease since the organizat ion was founded

i ,n 7977. President Rachel  Heimovics indi-

cated that the board act ion was taken \ai th

great reluctance but was ineviEable due to

increases in rental  for  of f ice space,

pr int ing,  mai l ing,  summer tour cosLs, and

Lhe soc iety 's pol icy of  providing free

refreshmenrs at  meet ings.  "Membership in

the sociely st i t l  is  one of  the best bar-

gains around when one considers the know-

ledge, the fe l lowship,  and the pleasure

provided for a very sma11 sum," said l '1rs '
Heirnovics.

Memberships expire as of  December 31

except those of  new members who jo ined

since last  JuIy l .  An appl  icat ion for

renewal of  membership aPpears on page l1

of  th is issue. Mait  i t  now and conl inue

to be included in al l  CJHS act iv i t ies.

0rrgn Awanos
LABOR HISTORY

FOR JEW]SH
PROJE cTS

Two hundred dol lars in awards are
avai lable for  h igh school  students who do
projects related to Jewish labor in Chi-
cago for the 1983 Chicago Metro History
Feir  Offered hw rho Tc1,7l5l  Labor Corn-
mit tee,  the awards wi l l  go to students who
develop a project  on the role of  Jewish
labor in a " turning point"  in local  h is-
tory,

Assistance and consul tat ion in the
development of  projects are avai lable f rom
the Je\, / ish Labor Commit tee. Cal l  e i ther
David Schacter at  642-315I or Stanley
Rosen at  996-2623. Appl icat ions must be
subni t ted by February 2f ,  1983.

For fur ther detai ls concernins the

AN ADVANCE LOOK AT
FUTURE CJHS PROGRATV]S

CgarRNnn BURT RoBIN ReLrnsEs
PLANS FoR MnRct,  Jurur lv l rer I rues

l l is tor ical  Society members can look

forward to outstanding programs dur ing the
lg81-Ri vear aa a res| l l r  of  the f ine
planning by Burt  Robin,  program chairman,
and his associate,  Mark Mandle.  Set aside
the dates nor,r  so that  you won' t  miss any
of them. The dates are January 30, March
20, and June 5.

On January 30, Howard A, Berman,
rabbi  of  Chicago Sinai  Congregat ion wi l l
speak on "Emil  G. Hirsch: A Rabbi for  A11
People.  "  For more detai ls,  see page one.

l rv ing Cut ler  Appears in March

Trving Cut ler  wi I  I  provide a v isua I
presenLaLion, "Chicago Jewry:  From Max-
wel l  Street to Highland Park,"  on March 20
at Emanuel Congregat ion.  Dr.  Cut ler ,
professor aE Chicago State Universi ty and
author and author iEy on local  Jewish his-
Lory,  is  fami l iar  to menbers as a founder
of  the sociely and conductor of  some of
1ts most popular summer tours.

Th6 l , ; - r^- , ,  ^ f  r - , , ish educat ion in
Chicago wi l l  be the topic of  a pane) dis-
cussion at  the June 5 meering at  SperEus
Col lege. Whi le membership on the panel  is
st i I l  not  completely set t led,  Mr.  Robin
promises another informat ive and interest-
ing program,

Two Ear l  ier  Programs

The ehowe nroerrms are in addi t ion
to the yearrs ear l ier  two: the jo int
0ctober meet ing \ , r i th the execut ive counci l
of  the American Jewish HisLor ical  Society
(surnmarized on another page) and the December
l9 Roundtable on Chicago Jewish History.

Al l  memherc in onn. l  . r . - .1;--  , , ; l l  
^ .

course cont inue to receive advance not ices
of neet ings and wi l l  be able to read and
preserve summaries of  Lhem as they appear
in Soc ie ty News-

I .J.S.

Chicago Me tro
wri te to the
Chicago 606I0
teachers.

H; .  r  
^- . ,  

F.  ;  
-  

. - .1 6n trv f^rhc

Fair  at  60 East Wal Eon Street,
or consul t  h igh school  h istory
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CLASS REUNIONS AND ANNIVERSARIES
OF INTEREST TO CJHS ITEIIBERS

The fol lowing reunions and annivers-
ary celebrat ions nay be of  interest  to
CJHS members:

Hyde Park High School  c lasses of
January and June 1942 and 1943 and January
1944 wiI I  hold a jo int  reunion on Apr i l
30,  1983. Contact :  Richard Levy ar 467-944C
or 67 5-7 492 .

Marshal  I  High SchooI graduates of
1933 are being sought for  a f i f ty-year
reunion- Send your name, address,  and
phone number to Rose Rosenbaum Fisher at
3216 W. Victor ia,  Chicago 60659.

Tuley High School  c lass of  I958
plans a twenty-f i f th anniversary reunion
in May, 1983. Contact :  Tuley Reunion 58,
32 E. Northwest Highway, Des Plaines 60016.

Tuley High School  c lasses ot  1934,
1935 and 1936 are planning a reunion.
Contacts:  ) laur ice Larnrence aL 342-471O
(days) or Esther Goldman at  328-0673 (eve-
nings )  .

Roosevel t  High School  c lasses of
June 1950 and February l95l  are planning
for a Thir lv-Fi  Frh rernion. Contact :
Jerry I ,Jo l  f  at  238-5560.

Bowen High School  c Iasses of
are planning a f i f t ieth reunion.
Sid Sorkin aL 72I-7870 (days).

Sachar Lodge of  B'nai  B'r i th

I933
Con t  ac t :

cele-
brated i ts f i f t ieth anniversary.

Oak Park Temple Brnai  Abraham Zion

celebrated twenty-f ive years in Oak Park '
The congregat ion,  formerly Washington
Boulevard Temple in Chicago, dates back to
1864 .

In format ion concerning reunions and
anniversar ies should be sent to Dr.  I rwin

SuIoway, Edi tor ,  3500 Lake Shore Dr ive,
Chicago 60 65 7.

^ '^""  about CJHS founderr r r  a rsrs,rr  JLvrJ/

and leader Mosel le Aison Schwartz being
honored by the Nat ional  Col lege of  Educa-
t ion,  Society News inadvertent ly erred
concerning her chi ldren. Mrs.  Schwartz
has two chi ldren, a son who is a neuro-
physiologist ,  and a physic ian daughter who
is marr ied to a phvsic ian.

MORE ABOUT RABBI BERMAN,
OUR JANUARY SPEAKER

Rabbi Howard A. Berman of  Chicago
Sinai  Congregat ion,  who wi l l  address the
CJHS meet ing on January 30, is a nat ive oF
Fair  Lar{n,  New Jersey, where he received
his ear ly rel ig ious and general  educat ion.
AfLer at ta in ing his undergraduaEe degree
in European History f rom the Universi t ies
of Cincinnat i  and London, England, he
studied for the Rabbinate at  the Leo Baeck
CoIIege in London, the Hebrew Universi ty
in Jerusalem, and the Hebrew Union Col lege
in Cincinnat i ,  \^rhere he received the degree
of Master of  Hebrew Letters and was ordained
rn 7974.

As a student,  Rabbi .  Berman served
Reform Congregat ions in London and Brus-
sels,  as wel I  as in BaILimore; Petoskey,
Michigan; and Rapid Ci ty,  South Dakota.

After his ordinat ion,  Rabbi  Berman
was appointed Assistant Rabbi  of  Tempte
Emanu-E1, Nev, York Ci ty,  where he served
for f ive years.  In 1979-81 he was Associ-
ate Rabbi  of  Temple Beth Israel ,  West
Hart ford,  Connect icut .  Rabbi  Berrnan is
current ly a candidate for  the doctorate at
the Universi ty of  Chicago.

His topic at  the January 30 meet ing
wi l l  be "Emi1 G. Hirsch: A Rabbi for  A11
People."  The meet ing wi l l  be held in
Bederman HaI l  at  Spertus Col lege.

soceta
ne(r)s

Soc iety News i  s publ  i  shed
JEI '  I  SH I{ ISTORICAL SOCIETY
Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
Te lephone: (312) 663-5634.
Edi tor ia l  inquir ies should be directed to
( 312 )  348- 2800 .

Pres ident Rachel  Heimovics
Editor .  Trwin J.  Suloway

Ed i tor ia l  Board
Marion Cut ler  ,  Rachel  Heimovics,

Mark Mandle,  Burt  Robin,  Sidney Sorkin

by the CHICAGO
at 618 south
I l l  inois 606 05



l4HITFIELD DISCUSSES JEl^l ]SH
RADICALS AT OCTOBER MEETING

BRANDEIS PRoFESSoR ADDRESSES
SESSION WITH NATIoNAL GRoUP

By Mark Mand Ie

Dr.  Stephen J.  Whit f ie ld,  associate
professor of  American studies at  Brandeis
Universi ty,  spoke at  a jo inf  meet ing of
the Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society and
the American Jewish Histor ical  Society
Sunday, October 24, at  |Lhe Park Synagogue
in the Radisson Hotel .  I t  was an histor ic
occasion because i t  was the f i rst  t i rne the
histor ical  societ ies had net together.

The Arner ican Jewish Histor ical  Society
had held an Execut ive Counci l  meet ing in
Chicago on October 22. That weekend,
speakers f rom the nat ional  group spoke at
Lhree area synagogues as wel l  as at  the
uJHS mee L1ns.

Confront ing the Modern Wor ld

Dr.  Whit f ie ld spoke on "The Jewish
Radical  in American Society. ' r  He f i rst
ta lked about Jer,rs l ike Moses Mendelsohn
and people of  Jewi.sh descent l ike Kar l
Marx (perceived as Jer.r ish) who confronted
the modern wor ld.  He ment ioned Ehe choices
Ehey had to make bet\nreen the part icular
and the universal .

Dr.  Whit f ie ld then moved to Jewish
radicals in Arner ican history.  He gave a
pol ished histor ical  survey of  Jews in
radical  movements.  Under Whit f ie ld 's
ski l fu l  analysis,  the people and the t imes
came al ive.

He spoke about Jews act ive in Ameri-
can social ism such as Daniel  Deleon and
Abraharn Cahan. Dr.  l , Ih i t f ie ld lhen men-
t ioned anarchisLs l ike Emma Goldman. who
is bur ied in Fores!  Home (forrner ly German
Waldheim) Cemetery.  He cont inued his ta lk
by rnenEioning Jer^/s who krere active in the
Conrounist  Party,  c iv i l  r ights movement,
and anl i -Vietnam movement.

Theor ies oF Jewish Rad ical  ism

He made Ehe point  that  a l though few
Jews have been radicals,  a disproport ion-
ale number of  radicals have been Jews. He
descr ibed three theor ies which t ry to
explain the relat ionship of  these Jews to
radical ism.

Dr.  Stephen J.  Whit f ie ld addressing
the Society 's OcEober meet ing on Jewish
radicals in Arner ica,

(Photo by John G. Heimovics)

Tha f i  raf  fha^rv h^cr, , l  . r6,  h, ,

Lawrence Fuchs, sees l iberal isrn as natural ly
appeal ing to Jews. Jews feel  an at t ract ion
to the lef t  based on rel ig ious imperat ives.

Another theory says Jews suffer f rom
status depr ivat ion.  They compensate for
that by seeking pol i t ical  change.

A thrrd Eheory is ca1led ToIedot,
meaning generat ions.  I t  t r ies Eo f ind the
seeds of  radical ism r,r i th in the Jewish
fami ly.  Some scholars see conEinui ty in
the Jewish fami ly whi le others see con-
f l ic t .

Jewish Cul ture Persists

Al though Jewish radicals f re quent ly
become al iented from Judaism, Dr.  hrhi t -
f ie ld feels the lesson of  Jewish radical-
ism is that  Jewish cul ture has out lasted
pol i t ical  fashions. The pr ice of  exper i -
ence is al l  that  a man has.

Dr.  hrhi t f ie ld gave an exci t ing,  wel l
EhoughE-out taIk.  Tf  r^ra s a pleasure to
l isten to hirn,  and the meet ing was weI l
at  tended .

Ruth Fein,  president of  the American
Jer^r ish Histor ical  Society,  gave sone in-
l roductory remarks before Dr.  Whit f ie ld
spoke. She said that  local  and nat ional
Jewish histor ical  societ ies must col labo-
rate to te l l  the story of  the American
Jewish conrmuni ty.  She also gave several
presents lo the locaI society,  including
old photos pictur ing events in Chicago
Jewish hisEory.  (See separate story.  )



LINCOLN PARK l^lAS

BURiAL GROUND ]N
LOCATiON OF EARLIEST JEl^lISH

CHICAGO AREA

ESTABLISHMENT iN 18q/ PRE-DATES
FrRST LocAL CorucnrearIot t

By Joseph Levinson

One of  the very cur ious oddi t ies in
the genesis of  organized Jewish conrnuna1
l i fe in Chicago is the fact  that  an agency

which rninistered to the dead preceded the
f i rst  inst i tut ion which ministered to the

l iv ing.  Kehi lath Anshe Mayr iv congrega-

t ion (K.A.f4.  ) ,  the f i rst  re l ig ious estab-
l ishnent,  not  only in Chicago but in aI1

of l l l inois,  was founded tn 7847. But two
venrc heForp. in 1845. the Jewish Bur ia l
Ground Society was establ ished by men \ tho

later becarne the nucleus of  K-A.M. This

chronological  anomaly had i ts antecedents
in Europe. In nany parts of  EuroPe, the

^nl . '  ^^ l l -et j r r -  nrnnarrv Jews were al  lowed

lo oluTl  was a cemetery.  Synagogues were

mainly pr ivately o\ 'Tred chapels,  the ceme-
ter ies of ten antedaL;ng places of  worship.

Just  as bibl ical  legend te11s us
that Abraham purchased for 400 shekeLs of
s iLver a plot  for  a grave for his beloved
Sarah, so did th is Jewish Bur ia l  Ground
Society buy from the young ci ty of  Chicago
one acre of  ground in what is now Lincoln
Park for  the sum of $46.00. This was no!
nnlv :n acr of  ravercnep Fnr rha Aaa.1.  i r

was an actual ,  as wel I  as synnbol ic,  p lant-
ing of  roots as a gesLure of  loyal  commit-
ment to Jewry's future in th is area of  the
c ountry ,

Ear l ier  Cemeter ies at  River Bank

l , incoln Park ! , /a s then, and for a
number of  years thereaIter,  the locale for
several  cemeter ies.  Before 1845, and even
before Chicago was incorporated as a c i ty
in 1833, bur ia l  s i tes were located along
the banks of  the Chicago River,  under the
si te of  rarhat is now the Wrigley Bui ld ing.
This bur ia l  fac i  I  i  t -y served Fort  Dearborn
and the people who inhabi ted the cabins
around the area. However,  the r iver bank
si tes were unhygienic and the cemelery was
moved to the southern part  of  L incoln Park
in 1837, at  which t ime pract ical ly al l
other cemeter ies were located there.

Soon af ter  i ts founding in 1847,
K.A.M. absorbed the Jewish Bur ia l  Ground
Society.  The young Jevish comrnuniLy of
Chicago, smal l  and just  beginning to achieve
viabi l i ty ,  was not large enough to support
two organizat ions,  some of r{hose funct ions
over lapped.

Park Si te Used 0n1y Br ief ly

K.A.M. ut i l ized i ts one-acre bur ia l
s i te in Lincoln Park f rom the t ime of  i ts
acquis i t ion f rom the ci ty oF Chicago unt- i1
.1856. Then, as stated by M. M. Gersr ley,
nrpcidenl  

^F 
R A M in ,  ran^r i  r^ rha

congregat ion in 1891:

" I t  was in 1856 that the members
came lo the conclusion that the
burying ground near the c i ty cerne-
tery would no longer answer i ts

' r 'L ^ ^-- l  
, , -^  

^^-Fi- , , - l1. ,PUr PUJS. wd- LU"Ll f ,ud'  r ) /

being blovm in From Lhe lake shore,
c^ rhsi  rhp or:wee ha.,na .^mnl aial  v

cnvercd. and in mpnv instances
relat ives or f r iends could not
f i rd rhc sni) t  wherp fheir  beloved
ones rested, "

ThA.^noraoar inn ihan aa. ' , i -aA a

four-acre t ract  aL fhe corner oF Green Bay
Road (now North Clark Street)  and Belmont
Avenue, enclosed i r  and Iaid out farni ly
lots.  The remains of  those interred in
Lincoln Park were brought to the new bur i -
a l  ground. But the repose for the dead
was relat ively short-1ived. The second
K.A.M. Cemetery was forced Lo yield to the
urban growth of  a burgeoning Chicago.

Second Move to Present Locat ion

Tn 1888, Jacob Rosenberg, one of  the
founders oF K.A.M.,  donated to rhe congre-
gat ion twenty acres of  ground at  the cor-
ner of  Narragansett  Avenue and Addison
Street.  This became and has ever s ince
been known as Mount Mayr iv Cemetery.

The remains of  those f i rst  interred
in Lincoln Park,  Lhen in the cemetery at
Clark and BelmonE, were now reinterred in
Mount Mayr iv Cemetery.  This,  i t  must be
added, has posed and cont inues to pose
problems for the cemetery administrat ion.
The descendants of  many of  those who were
interred so many years ago cannot be Io-



FInSr JTWISH CEMETERY

(  Cont inued frorn previous page)

cated, The care and at lendant expense,
therefore,  devolves upon the management.
The old l imestone monuments and markers,
v ict ims of  t ime and weather and with in-
scr ipt ions aI l  but  obl i terated are being
maintained by the cemetery adrninistrat ion
for cosmet ic reasons as wel l  as for  con-
s iderat  ions of  reverence.

Park St i l l  Contains Two Graves

Al thorrqh fhp hnr i :1 qi tc helnnoino

to K.A.M. in Lincoln Park was occupied and
operated For a relaLively short  per iod oF
t i rne,  i t  is  pert inent end histor ical  ly
interest ing to relate the rest  of  the
story of  the park 's former status as bur-
ia1 grounds, An ordinance was enacted in
1859, prohibi t ing any further sale of
cemetery lots.  In .1865, an implenent ing
ordinance forbade ent i re lv anv bur ia ls
there.

In spi te of  these legis lat ive enact-
menfsr and notwi thsLanding the removaI of
bodies bur ied there,  tv, /o notable instances
of successful  resistance remain.  One
mausoleum at the west end of  the park,
wi th the name "Couch" inscr ibed, st i l l
remains.  I t  is  supposed to contain the
body of  l ra Couch, a pioneer Chicago hotel-
man. I t  is  bel ieved that his farni ly,
through court  act ion,  was able to resis l
the park 's mandate to remove the mauso-
Ieum. Addi t ionaI ly,  a huge rock bear ing
the name of David Kennison is st i11 in the
park,  supposedly rnarking his bur ia l  s i te.

rne aop nf  l l5 t lo t . r rc

the only l iv ing survivor of  the Boston Tea
Party.  I t  is  bel ieved that his cont inued
interment was permit ted because of  h is
histor ical  importance.

Records Rernain in K.A.M. Archives

Fol lowing the legis lat ive enac tmenLs
forbidding sales of  s i tes and bur ia ls in
Lincoln Park,  legal  steps had to be taken
to revest t i t les to the many si tes in the
park commissioners.  The Chicago Park
Distr ict  (successor to the Lincoln Park
Distr ict) ,  v, ,as k ind enough to furni  sh to
the wri ter  documentat ion evidencing the
f i rst  involvement of  K.A.M. wi th the bur-
ia l  ground in the park and the later di-

IDENTIFiCATION OF ORTHODOX RABBIS
IN PHOTOGRAPH STILL INCONCLUSIVE

I . Ie are st i l l  unsure of  some ident i -
f icat ions for  the photograph of  four orthodox
rabbis pictured in our last  issue of  Society
News. hlould you bel ieve the problem is
that each of  two rabbis has been ident i f ied
as being two or three di f ferent indiv iduals?

Thp re ic oenprql  eoraomanr

ing Rabbi  Ezr ie l  Epstein and Rabbi Samuel
Schach, but we are at tempt ing to ident i fy
def in i t ively Lhe two men appear ing on the
lef t  in that  p icture.  l f  you can help,
get in touch with the edi tor .  Look for a
later report  in our next issue.

Thp hh6f^oranh nrrhl  iche. l  on n:oe

eleven of  0ctober 's Sociptv Npws. Di . f  r r res
four rabbis at  a t ' t ichigan s, lnune r  resorL.
I t  seems to have been taken short ly before
1920.

vest i ture of  t i t1e.
The K.A.M. archival  col lect ion con-

tains photocopies of  the fo l lowing docu-
ments:  the or ig inal  deed from the City of
Chicago to K.A.M. for  the one-acre t ract ,
the minutes of  the meet ing of  the K.A.M.
Board of  Directors dated November 5,  1882,
rat i fy ing the reconveyance to the Lincoln
Park Commissioners and a deed dated Novem-
ber 9,  1882, ef fectuaLing this resolut ion.

There was also sent a detai led plat
of  l , incoln Park showing the var ious ceme-
far iae 1^.r f6. t  rh6ra ;^^ l , , .1 ; -^ +L-+ ^ i :L'6 LrraL vr

K.A.M. Arrned \r i th the deeds and the pLat j
the wr i ter  some years ago vis iEed the si te
to see what evidences, i f  any,  remained of
i ts or ig inal  use. None'were v is ib le.  In
fact ,  the area is now occupied by a base-
bal l  d iamond. Someone waggishly observed
EhatJ perhaps, the incongrui ty bet\^ 'een a
cemetery and a basebal l  d iamond is not as
great as might appear:  the Supreme Umpire
simply preceded cur;ent urnpires in cal l ing
one out.

WOULI YOU LIKE TO

See Society News regularly?
Attend interesting neetings?
Know rnore about focaf Jewish history?

PAY YOUR DUES NOW: See hge lf



lvlARIAMPOLER A]D SOCIETY CELEBRATES SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AS
NUTUAL AID AND CHAR]TY ORGANIZATION

LiTHURIITnT VEREIN HAS COLORFUL
AND AMUSING EARLY HISTORY

-6v Srdnev 50 r  krn

On Sunday, Septenber 12, 1982, t .he
Mariampoler Aid Society celebrated i ts
75th anniversary at  Ehe Belnont Hotel  wi th
a I2:00 o 'c lock lunch. The history of  the
Mariampolers is deeply embedded in the
lore and legend of  Chicago's Jewish com-
munity.  These Li thuanian Jews from the
town of  Mariampole had an aid society some
t ime in the ear ly part  of  1870, before
there was a Mariampole shul . The rnan with
the stravr hat who came to daven is a wel l
known story of  Chicago lore,  and the his-
tory of  Ohave Sholon Congregat ion is part
of  that  story as we1l .

Men and hats,  horses and men seem to
be part  of  th is organizat ion's history.  A
Mariampoler went out to his barn one morn-
ing,  only to f ind that his horse was dead.
Th6ra .ra fh16a nrr f  c r-^ a feam: a manr a
horse, and a wagon. What is a peddler
without his horse? The word soon spread,
and Gadal ia Wolf  heard and cal led a meet-
ing of  Mariampoler landslei t  on June 7,
1907. Some dozen men met at  h is house on
Johnson Street in the Maxwel l  Street area,
and out of  that  meet ing came money for a
horse for the peddler,  and, more impor-
tant,  the format ion of  the present Mariam-
pole Aid Soc ie t  y.

The peddler got his $200, which
under todayrs inf lat ion would be about

$10,000. Some t ime af ter  the peddler had
received the noney and was again earning a
l iv ing,  no money had been paid back to the
society.  Nisson Berkson made a v is i t  to
the lady of  the fami ly and made arrange-
ments wi th her for  the money to be paid
l i .^1.  . - ,1 

-^; i . . , - . ; -  -^-rhl-  
inatr l l -r r r  uru,rLrr  I  l /

ment s .

Women Revi ta l ize I t  Ln 1929

By 1929, most of  the men who were
members and founders of  the M.A.S. were
marr ied and busy with the business of
earning a l ivel  ihood and rais ing their
farni l ies.  The organizat ion was about to
dis integrate when Cel ia Rudnick,  a born

Mariampoler,  cal led a meeE;ng and re-
organized the M.A.S. Women were now ful l
members,  and Mrs.  Rudnick was elected
presidenE. She was the f i rst  and only
woman president of  the M.A.S. She was
subsequent ly elected vice-president many
t imes, but president only once. I t  would
seem that Ehe ladies added the spark,  the
special  v i ta l i ty  that  the organizat ion
needed to cont inue.

t lor ld War l I  began of f ic ia l ly  in
1939, and the l ines of  communicat ion to
Li thuania were cut.  In September of  l94l
on the outskirts of the torl 'n the Germans
and their  L i thuanian a11ies put to death
some 8000 Jews of  Mariampole and Ehe sur-
rounding area. O1d Mariarnpole was no
more. The Russians in turn,  upon recap-
tur ing lhe town, reorganized and rebui l t
i t  and renaned i t  Kapsukas, af ter  a Li th-
uanian communis!  party of f ic ia l  .

News 1e t ter  Plavs Important Role

In November of 1944 a one-page nehrs-
let ter  wi th a very tentat ive HOW...  DO.. .
YoU.. .D0? became the voice of  the M.A.S.
That was issue number one, wi th a l ine of
edi tors beginning with Albert  Margowsky,
then his nephew Harold Passman, and Har-
old 's son David,  now the edi tor ,  sending
out i rs 365rh edi t ion.  This is unique in
the history of  Chicago vereins.

Sixty- f ive people at tended the 75th
anniversary banquet,  including two of
Gadal ia Wolf 's  daughters,  as \^ 'e11 as Ehe
daughter of  Cel ia Rudnick.  Sonia Kurs,  an
off icer in the M.A.S. for  the lasE forty-
f ive years,  r r ra s at  the center of  the head
table,  and is the center of  the l i fe and
lhreads of  contr ibut ions and correspon-
dence. There were second- and third-
generat ion M.A.S. chidren and fourEh- and
f i  f th-generat ion American-born Mar iam-
polers.

Members Gather frorn Afar

Ten people sent in money for reser-
vat ions as donat ions to help pay for the
expenses of  the banquet.  l fhen you say
that they came from near and far,  uhey
did,  for  one lady l ived in the hotel  and
another came from Seatt le,  Washington.



NER TAMID AgsOneS RENNRTr
oF B,runI DAVID SHAARE ZEDEK

Although Congregat ion B'nai  David

Shaare Zedek. the successor to Humbold!
Boulevard TempIe, has c losed, the former
organizat ion cont inues in merged form at
Congregat ion Ner Tamid.

Sidney Rubin,  CJHS member and care-
ful  reader of  Society News, has informed
us that Ner Tamid has absorbed former
members of  B'nai  David Shaare Zedek and
that that  congregat ion was merged into Ner

Tarni .d by formal act ion of  both boards.
According to Rabbi  Samuel KIein,  Ner

Tamid has remodeled a room in i rs bui ld ing
aL 2754 west Rosemont into a B'nai  David

Shaare zedek Memorial  Room, and the memor-

ia l  tablets of  the Foster Avenue congrega-
t ion have been preserved there.

MARIAMPOLER AID SOCIETY
(Continued fron previous page )

Gary,  Detroi t ,  South Haven, South Chicago
and al l  the points around rnetropol i tan
Chicago were represented. There were
chi ldren, grandchi ldren and great-grand-
chi ldren of  the founders.  The party was a
comb inat ion of  nostalgia,  entertainmenL,
and a determinat ion to cont inue with i ts
good work.

The l is t  of  char i table work done by
the organizat ion is very long and honor-
able.  To give one example:  between 1945

and 1960 over 2,000 packages were sent to
displaced persons camps in Europe as wel l
as to survivors in other parts of  Europe,
in Israel ,  and in South America.

There were two other Mariarnpoler Aid

Societ ies,  one in New York and one in

Johannesburg,  South Af119e.

Landslei  t  Verein Dwindle Away

At one time there were perhaos 600
Iandslei t  organizat ions in Chicago. there
are now less than two dozen. Near ly each
week the death not ices carry another name
of a member of  one of  Ehese organizat ions,
and with each of  them frequent ly goes the
history of  their  organizat ion.  The Mariarn-
polers have contr ibuted to the Chicaso
Jewish Archives copies of  a lmost aI l  of
their  bul let ins and two dozen annual  ban-
quet ad books as wel l  as pictures and
record books.

American Jewish Histor ical  Soc ie ty
President Ruth Fein present ing CJHS found-
ing president,  Muriel  Robin,  \ . / i th i tems of
1oca1 hisLor ical  interest  for  the ar-
chives. (Photo by John c.  Heimovics)

NAT]ONAL GROUP GIVES SOCIETY
GIFT OF HISTORIC lv|E|vlORABILIA

At i ts jo int  meet ing wi th the Arner i -
can Jevish HisEor ical  Society on October
24, the Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society
was presented with several  i tems pertain-
ing to Jewish history by the nat ional
group.

They included a l imi ted edi t ion
facsimi le of  George Washingtonrs "Address
to the Hebrew Congregat ions of  Phi Ia-
delphia,  New York,  Char leston and Rich-
mond" as wel l  as two pr ints of  rare photo-
graphs relal ing to loca1 Jewish history.

The Chicago photographs are of  a
sewing class at  rhe Jewish Manual Training
School  (1892) and of  the dedicat ion of  a
tablet  marking the 1851 si te of  the f i rst
Jewish house of  worship (K.A.M. Congre-
gar ion) in I l l inois (1918).  The rabler,
or ig inal ly on the wal l  of  the old Post
Off ice Bui ld ing,  is now on the Kluczynski
Federal  Bui ld ing in the Loop.

Also nrescnfed fo the CJHS Lrere two
volumes on Jewish history in other Ameri-
can ci t ies,  Mid America's Promise: A

Tha 
^racanrr f i^n 
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American Jewish Histor ical  SocieEy presi-
dent,  Ruth Fein of  Boston, and was re-
ceived by CJHS founding president Muriel
Robin.

Prof i le of  Kansas Citv Jewrv and On Conrnon
Ground: The 806ton Jewish Exper ience.



l0

HOFFIVIAN ESTATES CONGREGATION BETH T]KVAH IvlARKS

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF GROWTH

Editor 's Note:  WhiIe many area congregat ions have reached or
approach a century of  service and some, unForEunafely,  have disappeared,
i t  is  encouraging to note that  st i11 others are just  now approaching
matur i ty as a second generaEion takes over.  Two such congregat ions,
Beth Tikvah and Solel ,  are current ly celebrat ing twenLy-f ive years of
service.  The r ise of  Beth Tikvah is chronic led below. The Solel  Story
wi I  I  appear in anoLher issue of  Society News.

BARN, JOCKEY CLUB USED
AS WORSHIP LocRrIorus

By Al  ice Rosenberg

Late in 1955, when Sam and Jack
Hoffman bui l t  their  f i rst  smal l  houses in
a development they named "Hoffrnan Estatesr l
in northwest suburban Cook County Schaum-
burg Township,  the Eownship consisted of
scarcely more than one thousand people,
mosE of  them ethnic German farmers.  There
were no incorporated communiEies in the
tohnship and almost no business bui ld ings.

Among the young fami l ies who came to
buy were Jews, mainly f rom the orthodox
west s ide of  Chicago. They tr ied taking
their  chi ldren to the synagogue in EIgin,
but i t  wasn' t  exact ly next door.  So in
the spr ing of  1957, Ehir teen fami l ies paid
a young yeshiva student !o come out rr to

the wi ldernessrr  and teach their  23 chi ld-
ren, They even managed to hold a couple
of services that spr ing.

Hol iday Services Held in Barn

That fa11 they were jo ined by others
from Hoffrnan Estates and other v i l lages in
the area for High Hol iday services,  and
then for a gala Yom Kippur dance, both in
the Hammerstein Barn,  which the Homeowners
Associat ion was using as a community cen-
fer.  They conducted their  om services
and borro\a/ed a Tor ah.

Services were cont inued every olher
Fr iday night throughout the year at  Twin-
brook School ,  hence the f i rst  name: Twin-
brook Hebrew Congregat ion.  Occasional  ly ,
they were conducted by guest rabbis.  School
was held on Sundays at  Fairv iew School ,  A
Sisterhood was formed in November of  L957.

Reform Union Offers Aid

l{hen the
not interested

Conservat ive movement was
in helping the congrega-

The current home of Congregat ion
Beth Tikvah in Hoffman Escares.

(Photo by I rv ing Cut ler  )

t ion,  an al l iance was formed with the
Union of  American Hebrew Congregat ions
through Rabbi Richard G. Hirsch, then area
director.  In the fa11 of  1958, again in
the Barn,  a student rabbi  f rom Cincinnat i ,
Joseph Karasick,  conducted High Hol iday
services and came every other week to
conduct services.  Members of f ic iated on
the o[ f  weeks. The congregat ion was now
Temple Beth Israel .

In the fa1l  of  1959, High Hol iday

services r,zere moved to the Jockey Club at

the Ar l ington Park Race Track.  Fr iday
night services l lrere at Twinbrook School
wi th Rabbi  Hirsch conduct ing the hol idays

and every other week. The congregat ion
had now become Beth Tikvah Congregat ion.
Rel ig ious schooL was held thaL year at
Pataf lne nasn bcnoo ! .

Using the Jlckey Club

And in Augusr of  1960, Rabbi  l t i l le l
Gamoran became our first and only perma-

nent rabbi .  From then unt i l  we moved into

our bui ld ing for High Hol idays of  1963,

our wander ing existence cont inued. For
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CONGREGATION BETH TiKVAH
(Continued flron previ ous .page )

four years,  High Hol iday services were
held at  the Jockey Club, where i t  was
ei ther hot and fu11 of  horsef l ies or cold
with no heat.  School  was noved to Elk
Grove Vi1lage, f i rst  at  Rupley School  and
then at  Ridge School .  Fr iday night ser-
v ices raere held at  Twinbrook School  in
Hoffman Estates (wi th a ferd of  them at the
Blackhawk School  in that  v i l lage).

With the advent of  the Rabbi,  an
off ice was rented in Ar l ington Heights;  and
fhe temple acquired a secretary and a
permanent address and phone number.  Rabbi
Garnoran inst i tuted a program of teacher
cert i f icat ion by the Board of  Jewish Edu-
cat ion,  our teachers t raveled to downtown
and northside Chicago for c lasses unt i l
the congregat ion broughE Eeacher- t ra in ing
classes out to us in the fa l l  of  1962.
Tr";-  

^,^^r . -  
i " . i - i1 l  in awicr6n.o aaAr" iJ P(uair

many of  our member/ teachers have received
cert i f icat ion f rom the Board.

Orvn Bui ld ing At Las t

fn March ot  L962 planning for a
congregat ional  bui ld ing began in earnest;
and, af ter  a fund dr ive,  purchase of  Iand
in Hoffrnan EsEatesJ and groundbreaking,
the sanctuary was suff ic ient ly complete to
house High Hol iday services in 1963 with
the dedicat ion fo l lowing in November.  Ten
years later an addi t ion was completed.

In i ts f i rst  twenty-f ive years Beth

Tikvah has had several  d ist inct ions.  Among

them are establ ishing a branch of  the High

School  of  Jewish studies,  e lect ion of  a

woman president,  and--unusual  for  a Reform

congrega t  i  on--  two-day services on Rosh

Hashanah.

ThP conereer l - i  on now consists ot
just  over 350 fani l ies f rom 31 di f ferent
vi l lages and ci t ies.  l^ Ihat  started out as
a homogeneous group of  couples wi th young
chi ldren is now a community of  a l l  ages--
couples,  s ingles,  s ingle-parent fami l  ies,
mixed marr iages. Some grandchi ldren of
members are enter ing the school ,  and new
young couples br ing new energy and exci te-
ment to the c ong rega t  i  on.

Beth Tikvah Congregat ion is current-
1y in the midst  of  a f ive-month celebra-

SocIETY SPONSONS SECOND ROUNDTABLE
ON LOCAL JTWISH HISTORY

The Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society
held i ts Second Roundtable on Chicago
Jewish History f rom 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Sunday, December 19.

Tn fhe morninp. fhere were s imul-
taneous sessions, each conducted as a
roundtable discussion. Morning sessions
deal t  wi th photographing the Chicago Jewish
comrnuni ty and oraI  h istor ies.  At  noon,
there was a buffet  lunch fol lowed by the
afternoon presentat ions,  Each par t  ic  ipant
had a chance to present and discuss his or
her ornm area of  interest  and explorat ion
in the a f ternoon session-

A report  on the Roundtable wi l l
appear in a future edi t ion of  Society
News .

t ion of  i ts  anniversary under the leader-

ship of  i ts  president,  Michael  Firsel ,  and

anniversary co-chairmen, Al ice and El l iot t

Rosenbers,

I  WANT TO CONTINUE TO

De tnrormeg or uJi tS meef lngs

Learn more about Chicago Jewish Histo

Receive issues of  Society News

Enjoy local  sunner tours at  reduced

Enclosed is my check fo.  $_ fo.  my
1983 dues. ($15.00 regular;  91O,00 senior
ci t izen or student;  $25.00 inst i tut ional  or
sustaining; $50.00 patron; $100.00 sponsor)

es are tax-deduct ib le.

ame

Addre s s

City,  Srare,  Zip

Kenewar /  / New trl
Cl ip and Mai l  to:

Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society
618 S. Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60605



I'GI4BERSHI P INFORI\4AT IOI.IJ

JOINING fiE SOCIETY

Menbership in the Chicago Jewish His-
torical society is open to all interested
persons and organizations. The nenbership
year is from January to Decenlf,er; however,
non-mernbers Ioay join at any tire. Informa--
tion concerning dues appears in the next
colunn.

Metnbership in the Society includes a
subscription to Fociety Ne!s, dj-scounts on
other Society publications and at the Sper-
tus Museum Store, information about Societ]t
meetings and other activities 

' 
and the op-

portunity to learn and inform others con-
cerning chicago Jeh'i-sh history and its pre-
servatl-on.

comflj-ttees currently active and seekino
rnernbers include oral History, Archives, Ex-

clr tco f )o leu)tsh htstc>tztc<:I  r ;ocret ] /
611 SoUTH MtcHtGAN cHlcaGo. lLLlNols 60605

iribits, and the Speakers Bureau. Antici-
pated are a photography conmittee and an
audio-visual corunittee. Requests for
additional information and menbership
j-nquiries may be addressed to our office
(Phone 663-5634). vfe welcome your menber-
ship and active partici.pation.

Annual Dues Categor ies

Regular Mernber sh ip
Senior Ci t izens & Studen t  s
Sustaining Membership
Patron Mernbership

at least

$15.00
10.00
25.00
50.00

r00.00Sponsor ing Membership
Synagogue & Organizat  ion

Member ship

Make checks payable to the Chicago Jewish
I l is tor ical  Society and rnai l  to our of f ice
at 618 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago,
I l l inois 60605.

at  Least 25.00

Noh P.ot i t  O.9
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