
Where Were Yorr in 1948?
Can You Contr ibute to the Upcoming
Special  lssue on the 50th Anniversary
of israel? See Page 3 for  Detai ts.
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Park Forest:
A Long-time Leader ofthe South Suburban
CommuniQ Traces the Way It Modeled a New Kind
of Government After World War II and Recalls the
Central Roles that He and Many Other Jews Played

By Judge Henry X. Dietch
I have given some thought to the evolution of the development of the

Jewrsh comnrunib" in the south suburbs and particularly of Park Forest, a
community founded just after World War II in 1949

\4'hat dramatic changes in the years since then - far reaching for this area
as r.vell as ihe Chicago metropolitan area - have we seen and have we
cxperrenced?

I was fortunate to be in the center of things in Park Forest as a village
trustee. village President, village attomey, and now as a circuit courtjudge. I
have had the privilege ofbeing a part of the story ofthe community's history,
and I think rt is.qood, now' to recall where we have been.

Park Forest was organized as a planned community beginning in 1947. It
\\'as rncorporaled rn 1949. The planners and developers were of the Jewish
faith. who gathered around the developer Nathan Manilow, a builder of
Jeffery Manor rn Chicago. He worked with Philip Klutznick, Sam Beber,
and Jerrold Loebl under various federal programs to arrange the financing.

ln reality, it was the federal program that made the development possrble
for veterans. Even wrth favorable financrng, things did not go well until a
second federal program bailed them out.

The Jelvish population amounted to about l0 to 15

Roth and Kraus
Speak on New
Book to Society

"This is not a book about anarchists-
nor gangsters.'- said Socictr prcsidcnt
Walter Roth- spcaking of his book_ ,4ir
Ac cicla ntal Anarchi.st- co-aLtthorcd br
Joe Kraus editor of ( hicago./at tth Hr.x-
lon. aL the Nor enrber I 5 mccti lg ol ' thc
Societr'.

Instead- Kraus continucd. 'What this
book is about is unccrtaint\.--

fhc questions thc book sccks 1o an-
s\\cr are \\ l lo tras Lazunrs Aterorrcn
and ulrr did hc go

.anrrrLcd tr t  P, t lc :

Inside:
r Rare Turn-of{he-Century
"Letter from Chicago"
rOral History excerpt from
Ray Epstein
lFrom the Archives:
Recal l ing Camp Sharon
rseeking Histories and
Photos of Lawndale shurs. rnunr.Ll  rh puee l



- f l rc histon ol '  nranr Chrcago

lLr! l r l lorhoodi  rs r  l lcc l i t tg t l l i r rg.

qurckl \  lbrgol tcn br thcir  present

rcsrdcnts and onll rctnembercd in the

nostl lgic rcrniuisccnccs of thosc lho

harc s incc urorcd to other (of ten

subrrrban) ncrghborhoods
Norrhcrc is this bcllcr cxcmplif ied

than br thc cxhrbit
prcscnt l \  on
displar at  the
Chicago Historical
Societl entitled
" Root ing.
Uprooting: The
Wcst Side ."
Thc prcscnt

Walter Roth cxhibrt rs lhc fourth
rn a sertes of

cxhibit ior.rs i l  the
Chrcrgo Hrsloncr l  Societ l -s
'Nerglrhor l roods Kccpcr s ol  Ctt l t t t rc"

Irrolccl
ln r1s conrrl lcntan on thc cxhibit.

thc Chrcago Historical Societ] notes:
' '  J hc hrstory ol 'thc Wcst Sidc is onc of

aolr .  tJ l  rool t r lg arrd rrproott t tg

rcsidcuts pull ing do\ul l l leir roots.

I rur  ld ing conrrrrrrni t tcs.  sotr tct intcs bci t tg

displaccd b1 ccouontic and polit ical

lbrcc. aud olicn stnrggling to plrl do\\ 'rr

rools i lgart
Thc- crhitrrl has uranl prclurcs of

thc \rnorrs pcoples and organlzatlons

that har c residcd on the West Sidc rrr

thc past centul  the I ta l ians.

Grceks. African-Americans.
Mexicans and othcrs. such as Jervs

I could find onll one small rvall

panel of pictures of the teernrng

masses of Jerlish immigrants u'lto

called the Maxrrcll Street arca and

nerglrborhoods to the \\est ol ' i t their

home.
Decadcs of Jervish life and cuhure

on Chicago's West Side received only

a fleeting glance in the Chicago

Historical Societl exhibit. The stress

instead is on the history of its present

residents and builders - the Alrican-

Aurcrrcans and Hispanrc pcoplcs

I don-t lccessaril l  imph crit icisnt

of the cxhibit. gi\en the fact that

hardlv anr Jovs live today in Wcst

Side neighborhoods. It is easl to

undcrstand the desirc of thc Chicago

Historical Socictr to be realistrc and

emphasize those building for the

future. rather than those who har e lcft

thc neighborhood.
Such is the constant tension that

arises rvhen dealing rvith local

his lor} .
All of this makes it imperative that

organizations- such as the Chicago

Jesish Historical Societl - continuc

{heir cndcarors to document and

recall thc history. culhrre and

contributions made by' the Jel'ish
people in the building of the
metropolitan Chicago area.

During the past )ear our Socieil
produccd a tideo. Romonce o/ rr
I'cople 7he Fir.st HunLlratl Ycors o/
Jeut.sh bfe tn ( 'h iccrgct .  1833-1933.

You can order this t ideo br calling
ERGO Media. lnc. at I -800-ERGO.

Wc also published a book on Rabbi
Ychuda D. Goldnan. rvho uas a Rabbi
to the orthodox communit, for over 75
rears. This book las uritlcn br his
son. Rabbr Alcr  J Goldmrn. arrd is r
raluable contr ibut ion to our local
history.This book u as sent 10 all of our
members free of charge.

In addition- one of our board
members, Dr. lning Cutler. published
lhe Jeu,s of ('hicago: From '\lhtetl to
,\ubu rb - a poprlar and excellent histor-r
o[ the Jcs s of Chicago last l car.

This book is arai lablc at  book
stores tluoughout the Chicago arca

We hope l ou will continuc to
support our projects- and \e hope 1ou
u i l l  cont inuc to suppon orrr  socictr  .

We need l  orr  to assts l  us in
continuing other activities our othcr
publications- tours- neetings. and
lectures. Wc ask }ou to rene\\ \ollr
menbership - the one that brings r oLt
this publication and to consider
gir ing memberships as gilts.

To those of vou \\'ho are no1
presently- membcrs. please join us.

On bchal l  of  rnr  sel f  and orrr  cnt i rc
Board of Directors- le sish rou a
Happy and Healthr Nel Ycar D

Societ l '  Welcomes
New'Members

. \ :  . r  r r l l - \o lur l tccr otgl t t iz l l iot l .

oul rncnrbcrs kccp Lrs going. Without

t l rerr .  r r .  r rorr ld bc l l rs l  I  lc t ter l lead
\\ 'c arc lbrtuuatc to ha\e nran\

long-sta|ding and actir c mcmbers. but

arc allars plcased to lclconte ncl

ncmbcrs 1o thc fold.
Alicr a calcndar \car ol continued

rccrulting success- \\ 'c aro pleased to

announcc lhosc tDcurbcrs rrho haie

loincd Lrs in thc nrost rccent t luee-

month pcriod

DI\,e lJdrtlett

,\ lel.utda Lopitr

Roche lle (iold

Lavrence
Goldberg

Sheldon Ilaver
Davicl Lebtn'i lz
Helen Man.sfie ld

Rahe rt
ity'arkhoff

Sorah llendel.sotr
.\'larvin Ratfel
.\' e t t i e R Lt h e n.r I e i t1
.\lr. &.\.lrs.

Itr'alter
Stetnpel

Lila I|'einzweig
F-red Ll elli.sch

to panicipate ln our man\ ongorng pro-
jects as u'ell as to imagire nerr dtrcc-

tions they sould l ike to encourage us to

cxplore.
In addition- rve rvould likc to cn-

courage our ncrr and continuing metu-

bers to assist  us tn rr is ing thc Socleh \
profi le. Talk aboul \\hat rou hear and
read through the Socictr. and 1ou'l l be

doing the work ol thc Socieq. too
We hope you uil l  continue to en-

courage friends. neighbors- and farnilr

to join our Societl- and le hope rou

rii l l  publicize our pr.rblications and
trWc $elcome them and inr ite {hcm e\ents



Roth and Kraus
connhred lioht page one

to the home ofthe chiefofpolice of the
Citv ofChicago on March 2- 1908.

Ar erbuch uas a l9-year old Jervish
inunigrant lrom Kishinev who seems to
hale been in the wrong place at the
\\ rong tiure.

. He shoucd up at the home of the
Chief of Police. George Shippy. and
the Chief. believing Averbuch s,as an
anarchist out to kill him- shot and killed
the \ oung lmmigrant.

The case receiled much media at-
tention lionr 7he Tribune. the Inter-
Occcrn. lhe Dail,- Nev,.s. and other
mainstreanr nervspapers of the day.

lndividLrals as r aried as US Com-
merce Secretary Oscar Straus- Chicago

Jewish community leader Julius
Rosenwald. social worker Jane Ad-
dams. Rabbi Emil G. Hirsch. and
anarchist Enrna Goldman becanre in-
volved in the case. some rushing to
clear the name of the Averbuch. oth-
ers seeking to incriminate him and. b.v
extension. all immigrants.

However. not until almost 90

tears later lhen Roth discovered the
headline "A-narchist Attempts to Kill
Shipp-v"of the March 2. 1908 after-
noon edition of the Tribune w,hile
researching another event in Chrcago
Jewish history. did the case receive a
full historical examination.

Before rvriting the book. Roth and
Kraus shared an inler€st in Jewish
gangsters. "Let's put the gangster re-
search on hold for a while," Roth said
to K-raus. "l can't shake this." And

Roth handed Kraus a box of material
on Averbuch.

Eight vears later. the authors arc
celebraling the publication of their
lork- a book rvhich. for Roth. seeks
justice for the loung inmrigrant. and a
book uhich. for Kraus. rereals thc rc-
lationships among the constituencies of
drc Cih of Chicago.

The authors spoke about their book
to a cro\\d of l()0 people at Tenple
Sholom.

An Accidentql Anarchist ts ar ail-
able at bookslores throughout the
Chicago area- panicularlr Lincoln
Park Boolshop. Great Erpcctations irr
Evanston. Croun Books' South Loop
locat ion.  and Barncs arrd Noblc rrr
Skokie.

Pqula ( haiken

Seeking Memories
of Israel Founding

As parl of a special issue of
( lttcugo .lcui:;h Fl.r/or_v. the editors
arc solicrtrng brief-. s ritlen mernoirs of
1948.

Our hope rn tbe upcomilg issue is
to fealure a nllmber ofreminiscences of
mcmbcrs recalling their feelings shen

Israel attained statehood.
Ifyou har e particular memories of

lhere r ou nere lhen I ou heard the
news or ofhou the nervs affected rou-
please consider u'riting it.

lfyour memorics are less clear. or
the incident did not lake on signifi-
cance for you until later. write that as
lel l .

The founding of Israel- as it shook
Chicago. is too large a story for any

one. or even an1 small group- to tcll
We hope r.or.r s ill takc adr antagc o1'
this opportunitr to put \our o\\ 'n nrcrno-
ries on paper as rrell as to errcouragc
lricnds to $rite thcirs as rlell.

l f vou arc interested. urite an ac-
count of 300-600 *'ords and scnd it
(preferablr on corrrplrtcr disk- bLrt a
paper cop\ u i l l  do) to Joe Kraus- l4 I 6
W. Catalpa. #2. Chicago- (1064(). b,,
March 25. I

Letters:

South Side Riots
the Fault of Many
Ethnic Groups
To the edi tor :

I hare just rcceived the Fall. I997
issuc of (hrcagc, .leu'ish Hislory,. As
usual. it is a must read from cover to
co\er.

Horyerer. I uish to offer a correc-
tion and an addendun to Walter Roth's
intcrcsling article- "Blood Libel." In
the article's [inal paragraph. Walter
states that the "...July l9l9 notonous
racc riots ucrc fueled bi predorni-
nantll lrish-American mobs that killed
hundreds of African-Americans. . . . "

The anti-black rioting that started
on July 27. 1919 along Lake Michi-
gan's lzth Street Beach resulted rn
the deaths of 2J African-Americans
and 15 uhites. Over the fl{o rveek
period of the rioting. more than 500
rvere iryured. 342 blacks and 178
yhites. Goremor Lorvden sent na-
tional guardsmen to Chicago. but he
never imposed nartial lal.

The South Side rcsembled a bc-
sieged cif1,. This riot. like man] oth-
ers of the World War T era and its
aftermath. I'as the result of the eco-
nomic opportuniq* brought on bv uar
prosperity that triggered a nrassire
migration of rural black southerners
to northem cities.

Between l9l4 and 1920.
Chicago's black population increased
by 65,000 or 150 percent. Black

u,orkers eagerlv left lou-par ing-jobs as
field hands and domestic sen ants lbr
the chance at  re lat i rc l \  h igh-par ing
work in Chicago's nrcat packing plants
and steel mills.

The migration. populalion grorrth-
black cntrv into and conrpetition urth
utites for .jobs. housing conflict
(especialll in thc lhcn "rot so liberal--
H;-de Park neighborhood). and dis-
crimination in public placcs all pro-
rided the foundation lor racial confla-
gration.

The u'hite riotcrs $ere representa-
tire ofthe Chicago of 1919. The report
of the Chicago Conmission on Racc
Relations in 1922 obsened that the
noters were [rish- [talian. Genrran-
Greek- "Yanlees." and crcl Jerrish-
Amencans.

- [:Ll Mazur



Park Forest
contlntled lronl pdqe ane

l lercent at first. People from Argonne National
Leboratorl. faculty and staff from the Universrty of
('hrcago. and professionals with of'fices in the Chrcago
Loop lbund housing at reasonable pnces, when the rest
of ('hicago offered rental properties that carried "under

the table" extra costs.
-l 'he Jewish corrmunify developed rapidly, as did Park

Forest generally Pnor to the establishment of Park
I-orest. there was a small but well established Jewish
conrnrLrnity in Chicago Herghts. about three miles to the
east It was a declining area, ard eventually most of the
Jevn,ish households moved to Flossmoor, Homewood,
Glenrvood. Olympra Fields, or Park Forest.

The first Jewish organizations in Park Forest were the
National Council of Jewish Women, B'nai B'rith, the
Board of  Jewish Educatron, and Congregat ion Beth
Sholorn. a Refornr ternple Subsequently, a Conservative
s)nagogue. r.vas formed. and eventually the Chicago
tlerghts Beth lsrael synagogue merged into the South
SLrburban synagogue, which later became Am Echad.

I rvas a founding mentber of both synagogues, and in
1972 the South Suburban Synagogue conducted a State
ol lsrael clrnner in nry honor I ant told it was very
sLrccesslll ' l-he Jewrsh United Fund was also very active
conrbrning t l re var ious Jewrsh comrnuni t ies rn fund

rarsrng affairs and dinners. I had heretofore been active
in the JUF for over 20 years and had served in the
Chicago metropolitan area as co-chairman of the
Lawyers Division.

The Village govemment in Park Forest began after
the 1949 incorporation I had the honor to be elected to
the Village Board at the first election. On that first
board, there were three Jews out ofthe six trustees.

The followrng year, when the Village President
resigned to accept employment in Detroit, the board
elected me as Vtllage President. At the next election, I
was elected by the voters of Park Forest to a full four-
vear term. I served in that capacity until my ternt expired
in 1955

Several years later, I was appointed the Village
Attomey and served for I7 years until I was appointed a
ludge ofthe circuit court.

x++

You must remember that the first Village Board
started lrom scratch. It passed ordinances to organize the
vanous Village departments, enacted health and safety
measures, and established the governmental machinery.
Mary of the Board meetings of that time and there
were sometimes two or three of them a week would
run until 2 or 3 a.m. before they adjoumed.

We all had to eam our hving as well, mine being as
partner ofa Chicago law firm

I have to believe it u,as an incredible experience.

Michigan Gov. G. Mennen Wil l iams, Park Forest  Mayor Henry X. Dietch,  Waukegan Mayor Robert  Coulson,
and l l l inois Gov. Adlai  Stevenson on receiv ing awards for dist inguished publ ic service in 1952



especlallv preventing the Vrllage from becomrng the
captrve of the developers Much controversy ensued
bet\a'een the Village and the developers.

The school boards also had many of the same
problems, and both boards took independent positions in
their banles with the developers. Quite a few of the
school board members were Jewish. and I recall with
great pleasure the service of Harold Brown, Bemard
Hamerrnesh, Robert Dinerstein, and others who served
so aDly

Robert Dinerstein also served as Village Presrdent
after being elected by the voters when my term expired
Bob made rnany original and srgnificant contributions to
the village govemment with his devotion and attention to
solving the ongoing
problems of a
munrcrpal i ty.

Another Vi l lage
President thereafter
served as Presrdent ofthe

The South Suburban Jewish community,
sparked by Park Forest, has

become a mature and stable entin\.

The last 20 years have seen a number of changes in
the Park Forest community.

Many Jewrsh Park Foresters now live in Olympia
Frelds, Flossmoor, Homewood, Glenwood, and
Hazelcrest. Changes in famrly, life style, and raste have
helped to spark this out-migration to other South
Suburban communties and to north, northr.,r,estern. ancl
westem suburban areas. Park Forest has "graduates"
everywhere

The "old-trmers" have raised their families, and new
young couples are now moving in. We are alwal s
delighted to hear from newcomers how peaceful and
beautiful our community is and how they appreciate the

high qual iq- of  our
services

With rhe bui ld ing up
of other South S uburban

l l l inois Municipal
League Wrth a population grown to 30,000, the Village
became a focal point of excellent govemment with its
non-partisan village manager type of municipal
organization and as an example of good govemment for
the South Suburbs.

The entire South Suburban area has benefited from
the Park Forest experience. The village had a "Camelot"
experience with its wide diversity of people and therr
interests. lt was the first municipality in Illinois to adopt
a Human Relatlons Commission ordinance in 1950, and
it has been as outstanding leader in regional planning, in
zoning. ard in efficient police and fire protection
sen' lces

The Jewish community contributed a disproportionate
number of citrzens in all civic and social activities. There
were two more village presrdents, several commission
members and trustees, many school board members, and
a number of presidents and other officers of various
organlzations in the general community. In addition,
activity in Jewish organizations was lively and, many
times, intensive

+**

Over the years. much has been written by various
writers about Park Forest. The Park Forest Historical
Society, now l4 years old - of which I was the founder
and first president - is consulted darly by writers,
scholars. planners, and municipal officials. There is
material in the files about the Jewish community. We
boast a fine archivist in the Park Forest Public Library's
Jane Nrcol who has a very fine historical sense of the
Vrl lage.

communrt les and

has declined. The Vrllage
shopping habits have changed
shopping public as it once did.

shopping mails. the Park
Forest Shopping Center
rs wel l  maintained, bLrt
and it no longer suits the

Our Jewish community services have been broadened
and increased. Am Echad is the successor to South
Suburba.n Synagogue, and Beth Sholorn continues tcr
prosper. There is a merger in progress rvith
Congregation B'nai Yehuda of Homewood There are
also two other Jewish houses of worship. one in
Flossmoor, Temple Anshe Sholom, and one in
Homewood, Congregation B'nar Yehuda.

Congregation Beth Sholom now has a female Rabbi.
Ellen Dreyfus, who rs a joy for the cor.nmunity in both
Jewrsh and community wide cooperatron

The Jewish War veterans of the USA now has the
Neivelt Post for all of the South Suburban area. ln
addrtion, the Jewish Community Cenrers of the Jewish
Federation and Jewish Unrted Fund. after much work
and fundraising, located the Anita Stone J.C.C in
Flossmoor. It is a very active center and serves ably as a
focal point for the Jewish people in the South Suburbs.

There are now growing Jewish populations in a
number of  South Suburban communit ies such as
Hazelcrest, Matteson, fuchton Park, Universiq. Park
(which is home to Govemor's State Universiry). and
Munster and Hammond. Indrana.

The South Suburban Jewish community, sparked by
Park Forest, has become a mature and stable entity. It
deserves the attention of all Jewrsh organizations in
metropolitan Chrcago.

I have enjoyed serving the community, and I am
pleased to be able to share rts history with you D 

.



Chicago Orthodox Pioneer's
"Letter from Chicago" Tells
of Efforts to Revive Hebrew

Thc following letter was written to The Nation, a
Hehrcta language journal, by Yehuda ben Arie Lieb
BLictlcn, a Chicago rcsident from 1891-1917, some time
around the turn af the century. Blieden taught himself
classical Hebreut as a young man in Europe, and he
playcd a kcy role in restoring Hebrsu as a liuing lan-

guagc, sertting as Chicago's main representatiae in the
contplling of the Hebrew Encyclopedia, Otzor Israel.

Tfu lctter utas presuued by his grandson, Society
ruenber lacob Bleadon, as part of a co ection of journals,

articles, and lcttcrs. Bleadon's daughter, Miriam, Iocated
a translator t'or thc lctters only recently, and Bleadon has

ntadc copics of them attailable ta the Society.
lfuilc a supporter of Zionism at both the Chicago and

uorld [cueLs, Blieden utas more concerned with energizing
a rcligious rathcr than a political rettiaal. In the letter, he
criticizes hotll Zionists and critics of Zionists, arguing
tlmt uorld ludaisnt ne e ded to focus more on promoting the
study of Hebrczo and religious principles and to squabble
L<s o, \ ' t  t l t , ' for l t ,  u lars of  pol i t ics or econont ics.

At thr sanle time, Blieden offers an unusually clear
account of lnoish institutions in the Chicago of the early
part of the century. The Hebrew Literary Society, of
toltich ha utas a lcadcr, hclped to establish the Knights of
Zion, one of Ancrica's first signtfrcant Zionist groups;
nrrr? Etz Chairr.r, of uhich he speaks, was the precursar of
tl u' Hr:brctp Thao[ogical Collcge.

ln issue 39 of Thc Nation (Ha-Leom), a group of
n'riters from New York and Detroit prophesy in all
but perfect unison, bemoaning the lack of enthusi-
asm exhibited by even learned Jews for our lan-
guage. The wr iter "Shimon Ben Levi" was particu-
larlt, vitriolic in his complaints against the Zionists of
l.rrs city, asking why it was that they remained so
inconspicuous ancl did not heed the call to action
issued by the committee "Disseminators of Hebrew"
in its publicaiions, for the past three months.

I have come not as a friend or brother in spirit,
but as an unwelcome guest not to tell you my
opinion, but to inform you of the impression your
call to action made on your loyal readers, and to
point out vour error. We, the readers who are
clrstant from the occurrence, were utterly convinced
upon reading this call to action, that the members of
the committee had done their part, and that each one
of them had contributed to this cause according to

6

his ability.
We were, then, surprised to read how truly im-

poverished the essay itself was. We were even more
surprised to read the article by the esteemed writer
three months later, that not only did you not fulfill
your obligation toward the lofty goal to which you
claim to be so dedicated, but that you sat actionless,
doing nothing to further your goal, trusting that the
Zionists will take action. And when these did not
rush to establish their worthiness over the period of
three months, you condemned them vociferously.

I do not dispute his words, for the writer knows
the ways of the New York Zionists better than l, and
I'm sure he was correct in some of the things he said.
But he did exaggerate somewhat in attacking them
as though they alone were responsible for the matter
and portrayhg them as though they are the only
ones who do not practice what they preach, when
the members of the very committee he represents do
not even preach!

How difficult it is to be a nationalist in these
times! In earlier days, any man who had the clout to
stand before the king and his ministers and to ask
them to ease the burden of exile from the shoulders
of his brethren was looked upon with awe and
elevated by the people, while the sycophants praised
him as one of the finest members of our people since
time immemoriaf and no one complained if he was
not successful in his mission and came away empty
handed.

Today, even someone who has not been blessed
with material wealth but only with a wise heart and
a generous spirit, and who seeks to help his nation
stand on its own two feet immediately all the keys
to the House of David [the house of the Messiah] are
hung upon him. And if his mission is unsuccessful
and he doesn't conquer the Land of Israel from the
hands of the rival due to a lack of aid, he meets with
complaints from all sides.

Some shout: Is this to be our leader? Has he
succeeded in bringing us to Israel? And those miser-
able Jews amongst us laugh: Are they going to
revive this forgotten land which has lay in dust for
thousands of years? Are not the rivers of America
better than all the waters of the Land of Israel?
While the biggest shouters are those who did not
contribute so much as a penny for the entire move-
ment.

I know there are those who say: What good have
the Zionists brought us, they haven't contributed
anything but il lusions, while the money (which they
never gave) is lost. "Shame on the Zionists!" [f some



clr f f icul tv arrses in the cornmunitv,  i f  the educat ior . r  of
the chi lc l ren is disrupted or anvthing along those
l ines,  u,ho is to blame i f  not  the Zronists? I  do not
intend to burden you with endless examples,  for  I  ou
r l i l l  s turnble and fal l  undel  the heavv load. Hon'
t rvrng ancl  d i f f icul t  are the Chi ldren of  Israel ,  that
even the hur.nblest  rnan n'ho ever l ivecl  [Moses]
shoutecl  to Cocl  that  he could no longer bear their
o u rct en.

I non, tur n to the members of this esteer.ned
col.rlmrttee ffor promoting Hebrew] and ask them, is
this the tirne to sit in your secluded homes, counting
onl t  on the Zionists? Have you so deluded vour-
selves that vou bel ieve that you need onlv issue a
loud cal l  anci  the ntasses wi l l  come to you lv i th their
nronev sav ing "here we
.r r€, " - r.r,hile you
vourselves do nothing?

Even r f  a l l  the Zion-
is ts !\,ere Hebrew
speakers who s u pport
the'cause of  the lan-
guage/ even so vou
w,oulc l  have to shorv that  vou are making some effort
in that  c l i rect ion.  And since only a smal l  f ract ion of
thenr understand the language, and fewer stil l speak
i t ,  i t  rs lncunlbent upon you reach out to your neigh-
bors ancl  not  wai t  for  them to come to y-ou.

These clavs are not like clays of yore - desprte
,,r hat Ecclesiates said - h which people gave to the
rraintenance of  the Tabernacle.  But today t imes are
clifferent, ancl people do not give of their own voli-
tion even to those charitable causes that serve the
publ ic at  larse such as synagogues ancl  Talnrudic
r lay schools and the l ike.  How,rnuch the r .nore so for
,r-r rnstitution ',r,hich cloes not serve the neecls of the
nrasses, but onlv of  a select  e l i te -  such a cause wi l l
nevel  at ta in i ts desirecl  goals i f  i t  does not have
pr act ical  people who wi l l  argue i ts case di l igent ly,
people r . r 'ho r .v i l l  knock on the dools of  phi lan-
thloprsls and sr,r  ar  publrc oprnron.

Ancl  non, h,hat is i t  vou w,ant to found? "A
N4eetrng House of  Hebrew Study" -  the words have
a loveh'r ' ing to them, but do the Jewish masses have
t'r,en the fa intest idea why such an institution is
necessar\'? You also seem to be lacking dedicated
norkers and men of  act ion,  so what have you to
cor lp la in about? A house is not bui l t  through fai th
.rlone, nor an enterprise realized by inaction. Ask
thc'pat ient  ancl  he wi l l  show you where the pain is.

So too \^'ith the Hebrevv Literari- Societv in
Chicago, r , "h ic l r  had an ai lment l ike yours and even

todav is not whol ly healed. I ts nrertrbers too erreel  -
though never as gr ievousl t  as vou -  in vvai t rng for
others to act. I w,ou]c1 like, then, to recall the clavs oi
the establ ishrnent of  th is house, to the greater glol l
of  our people and our c i ty,  and hacl  anvone pre-
dicted a vear ago that r , r ,e would be holding our l los/r
Ha-Shana services at  the conlmit tee center ' ,  he rr  oulc l
have been considereel  unstabie.  Let  our f l iencls see
clearly that along n,ith goocl r.r,il l one needs el'fort,
patience, enthusiasr.n, ancl hard r^,'ork.

When the executive conlmittee was first estab-
lished last winter (the author rvas the secretart and
chief pessinrisi of the comnrittee), r'r'e were r.r'ell
aware of the grave diffrculties w,e iaced r.r trt ing to

acquire the nteans nec-
essart  for  es ta bl ish rn c
a elw'el l ins place ior  the
societ \ ' ,  not  the rveis l r  t
of  the enterpr ise i tsel i .

True, ou r esteertre-rl
f r rer . r t l  l \ {  r .  loel  Fel-
tenstan]nren hael
prornised to sel l  us a

house in an appropr iate locat ion ancl  to take a thou-
sand dol lars of f  the asking pr ice -  i f  th€.  cor.r ln l i t tee
could pay the remainder in cash before the nronth of
May. I reported al l  th is in volume four of  Hu-Lct t t t t .
But whence were \\,e to fincl such a sunr?

The socretv had onlv one hunclrecl  c lo l la ls,  ancl
we couldn' t  ask any of  oul  dedicate-cl  mernbers s ince
none of  ther.n were in possession of  such surrrs.  f l re
way of the wor ld is the sar.ne eve11 r,r,hele, ancl I onlr
wish that the conrr.nrttee had not e-r.rcour.rteletl rliffi-
cul t ies even fLor.n sonre of  those rr ,ho c larnr to l . re
Zionists,  but  thrs rs olc l  ner ls anel  x el l  knon,n by
n ow.

In the f inal  account,  r ' r ,e hacl  no chorce but to turn
to the publ ic at  large. But before we cl id so,  we
convened a general meeting of all our r.ner.nbers and
each of  them made a contrrbut ion accorcl ing to his
means: the r .nost  af f luent contr ibut ing 36 c{ol la ls,  anr l
the least  af f luent no less than frve r lo l lars.  \ \e
managecl  to raise 400 dol lars that  n ig l r t .  - fhen -  anci
only then - clid we address the genelal public,
issuing a request for aicl in Ha Lcorr and in T/rr'
Chicago Couricr aimed both at the merrrbers of the
society and at the general public.

Adrnittedly, the forlner hacl alreadv made their
contr ibut ions,  but the publ ic did not contr ibute
much wi l l inglv,  and i t  was onlv through the rndefat i -
gable ef for ts of  Mr.  Cedar,  Mr.  Twerskr ' ,  and Mr.

Annzingly, tlrc girls nre far nrcre capable
students than
beconrc uersed

tntionnl songs

tlrc boys: tlrcy lmue
in listory and sing

in n tasteful ilnnncr



I lubrrr  r . r 'ho through cl i l igent fundrarsing and cease-
less calolrr . rg ol 'phi lanthropists managecl  to at ta in the
co.r l -  Nlr .  Harr is Black and Mr.  Salan should l ike-
rvrst' bc a t-knon'leci gecl - r'r' ithout them rl'e rvould
not har, , t  L-onrpl t ' tecl  tht  task.

[ ]Lr t  that  r r  as onl l  t l . re prel iminart  task.  Non, l l re
rr  ork br 'qan aner,r .  I {e needer l  to lenovate the house
t()  sLrt  oLlr  ntecls,  arrc l  that  requires no srnal l  sum of
l l , j l r ,  \  t jut  t l r , '  , , ' l le ls \ \erc enl f i \  and the brg-

h,. 'altcrl ir 'orLers \ '\ 'dntecl to make sure that we fulf i l l

t l r r ' r 'ornrrr . rnr l r r t .n l  "pav hi l r  on thaI very c lay,"  and

\\ r ' ( r,rnre. to tl-re. re.rlrzatlorr that there \^,/as no hope for
Lts s. lve.  oul  ovln abi l i t res and entetpr ise.

I.or l inou,, t l.rat t.t ' tost of ollr menlbers lt lake their

l ivrnq honr l r la11ual  labor.  A number of  menbers

also lent  us sol le r lone\ ' ,  nan.rely:  The Kaplan broth-

ers,  lv i r .  \ \ 'o lk,  the Katzav brothets,  and the Kauf-

nran n b ro thels.

\ \ 'ht 'n tht  w ork n,as completeci  the house stood in

al l  i ts  g lorr ' ,  . r  t rue \a 'ork of  beauty,  and al l  who

beholr l  i t  r r  onclel  ho' , r '  i t  is  that  such a smal l  societ \ .
(120 nrelrr i re ls)  nranaget l  io erect  such an ecl i f ice.  \ \e

hope' to repav oul  c lebts r l , r th in a fen' t ,ears,  and then

tht '1,r 'ep1'1i , '  , " r ' i l l  be ours forever.

lh is is the l loorplan of  the house. l t  is  a three-
sl t r r l  br , r r le l ing.  The i i r .st  f loor is the main conference

roLrnr, . r l  t l rc 'Knights ol  Ziorr ."  ln the back is the

l i l r rarr ' .  ]he secorrc l  f loor houses the stud1, center,  a

larqr. '  roorn i l i t l r  long t . rb les on whrch are placecl
r ' rc. \ \ 'sp.rpers in Hebler.r ,  and Engl ish,  ac- ld i t ional

books ancl  stuclv cornels.  There is also a roonr for
r ' ( ) r r r -nr t te-e r t tnferences ancl  one aclc l i t ionaI r-oom
rr hose pulpost has r .et  to be cleterrninecl .  Thrs is
rr hr.rt '  pravt ls ale' he.lrl on the Sabbatl.r ancl durrr.rg

t l r t .  hol ie lar  s.

1ht '  toI  l loor contains a ver\  large chamber wi th

.r  snral l t  r  r .oonr acl jace.nt  1o i t ,  set  ot f  b1 a c l iv ider '
rvhich iv i l l ,  in eiue trnre,  Lre conver- ter l  to an of f ice for
tht '  Zronist  school  l  hrr  h I  v l i l l  c l iscuss belo ' , r ' .

I t  rs t l re nature ol  \ \ 'onten that shoulc l  thet  come
.rcross sonre irne arrcl l lor th_t rlatter which neecls to

l r t .  . lone.,  i l re i '  r lo not pont i f icdte excessivelv,  l ike us

nrer.r ,  but  c l r - r ick l r .  r 'eacir  a decrsron rvhich their  hancls

.rre (lLu( k to lc.alize: - e-ven if t lre means are lacking.

Tl . re.  ' l iose. oi  Zron" s ister l rood, which is nlade up of

loung \\,or-lre'n anrl r 'r,!r ich n,as founcled a nlere foul'

r r roni l rs ago, has alreat- i -y purchaser l  a Torah scrol l

ancl  c lonatecl  i t  to our group. On Sundav an,, l
\\ e.rlrre'st1av r'r 'e. helcl -Sr'1lhot (atoner.nent) services

n i th tht  neu,scrol ls in the r . r . ra in lobbr ' ,  and i t  was a
gtarrr.l eve.n t.

I  hanks eo to the cor.nr.ni t tee ancl  pal t icular lv to i ts

I

leadership, namely Mrs. Lewik and Mrs. Cooper
and Mrs.  Turner and Mrs.  Shachtner.  This comrni t -
tee can serve as a role model to othel, larger organi-
zations, for the membels do not n,aste the meetings
on ic l le chatter,  but  take act ion. is, , r ,e l l .  Anor.rg r ts
member s are ttvo Hebreh/ speaking sisters ',r,ho re-
cent ly immigrated from Russ ra.

I t  is  f i t t rng that we not s l ight  the meri ts of  worthv
conversation, even though worthv deeds are nlore
useful ancl more important. Some four -r-ears ago,
the Zionists established a school in which they teach
the boys and the gir ls of  the cor.nmunitv the history
of our people.  The school  rneets on Saturdays and
Sundavs. Students hear lessons in Engl ish f rom an
excel lent  teacher,  and, anlazingly,  t l re gir ls are far
more capable students than the bovs: thev have
become versed in historv and sing national songs in
a tasteful trlanner.

All this is ertrernely important. I fear lest the
Zionists take me for one of those who look for the
negat ive s ic ie of  everything, but I  have alreacly to lc l
theur that  I  bel ieve their  school  has one r la jor  c l ran -
back: whl  do thel ,  not  teach the prrnciples of  our
fai th as r . r 'e l l? Especial ly to the girLs n 'ho do not
at tencl  re l ig ious school  l ike the bovs, and r lanv of
whom are not exposed to any Jew,ish content in their
p, t rentq '  hornes. These gir l :  are gorng to be the
future mothers of our people and be educators of the
next genelation - must h,e not provide for thenr so
that they raise their children in the Jelyish spilit?

Let the pr incipals remember that  the f i rst  h istor ic

Jer^,,esses rvere righteous women r,r'hose faith in the
Lorcl transformed them into wornen of valor. lt h,.rs
these women who made history anci not the other
way alound. A strong nat ional  educatron without
fai th is l ike a bocly wi thout a spir i t ,  and what hope is
there that they raise their  chi ldren to be few,s i f  thev
have no rel igrolrs far th? A sketchv knor.r , leclge of
histor l  ancl  tn,o or three songs cannot cause thenr to
take spir i ted act ion ancl  to make ther.rr  into what thel '
ought to be. ln a fen,short  vears thev n ' i l l  forget al l
thev have learneci ,  as for  everv lLne oiJew, ish history,
they are exposed to hundreds ot  corrupt novels:
heroes and heroines of  a neu, sort  v ie for  their
attention and sweep over what little knon,ledge thev
have, whi le the few songs thev have learned are
muted bv the songs of  those n'ho plav the f idcl le and
the rest of the imitatos from amongst our people.

Still, it seems that there is a growing appreciation
that th is state of  af fa i rs is undesi table and manv of
the younger generat ion are h 'ork ing to unclo the
damage done bv thei l  father s.  Bisr .narck ant l  man\,



l ike hir l  r , r 'ere host i le to anyone who wrote rmpure
Cerman, and rn France there is a scholarly assocra-
tiorl h,hose goal is to better the condition of the
French language, and the same is true in England.
Hele the situation is reversecl - even the finest
anrongst us,  such as Socolov and Sovlaskia emplov a
cunrbersor le stv le in their  \^ , r i t ings.  \ {hosoever
t lesires to che,,r 'on gravel ,  let  h im reacl  the lHe.bren,]
nevvspapers put out b_y the Europeans, and then the
books put out bv Ahiasa;f and Tushia publishers, and
l inal l l  the urchins w,ho load oul  language with
cheap fil lers, n.raking it virtually indigestible.

A ferr' r'ears ago, the eclitor of Ha-Tzz,i decided to
"caprtal ize" al l  the
nourrs,  af ter  the man-
ner-  of  Cerman. But his
clec is ion rvas poor ly
conceivecl ,  fo l  as the
publ ishers esteem the
readels so wi l l  they be
es teer-ne-r-l in turn, ancl
in the f rnal  account
thel  u r l l  not  have the funcls necessar\ ' '  to pa1'  their
n'riters. -f lrus r,r,e witness the sad sight of events: the
l . inest  lvnters abandoning thei l  Hebrew belovecl ,  ancl
frolicking \.r' ith her high paying r ival wife. This
cannot be considered progress, onlt, rggr.rr. t^.t
c lo not expand t f re language, they destrov i t .

Si ls l  You,,r ' rsh to betroth the Hebrew maiden to
the i ranclsonre and vivacious sons of  Japhet,  br , r t  i t
lv i l l  not  succeecl .  l f  i ,ou be t lue scns to vour nlother,
vou nlust  turn the bastald phi l is t ine back to his
hor.ne, ancl vou too return to the wasteland and help
enthrone Hebren'upon her throne. Wipe the teals
fronr the face of the rr.rost beautiful and young one,
anci  heal  the wounds which you inf l ic ted upon her.
Return her sons n 'hom you have dl iven away from
her u ' i t l . r  voul  nefar- ious deeds, and the people wi l l
Lr le55 vou.

This do I knor.r,, that in w,riting thus I bnng upon
r.nt ,sel i  the i re oi  r lanv of  the Hebrew erpansiolr ists
who, l ike bees, rn, i l l  at tack me from al l  d i rect ions -
be i t  ' " r , i th t l re i r  st ings or their  coun terargu men ts.
But I fear neither stings nor argutrrents, for more
stancl  bt 'nrv s ic le than bv theirs,  as the wise wr i ters
and readers of  our day can at test .

The tinre has corne to end this folly. lf thel' wish
io provic le the younger genelat ion wi th a nat ional
eclucation, let them do so in full. Let them see to
iheir  re l ig ious educat ion as was understood by our
folefatlrers of old, and as the Mizrahi associations do
iocl a 1,.

Yes indeed, yottng Clicago lms exceeded
its sisters in the zuest, and is sinilnr
to Nezu York, its elder sister, in its

synagogues nnd its tentples

t rVho ciair .ns that  Torah wi l l  be lorsot ten Lr l  the
Jew,s of  America ancl  that  a l l  the Jen ish r  outh her.e
are corrupted and reckless? Let him step foi . l  ar .e l
and be disproved, for  here --  Just  as in Russia --  thele
are lads capable of  studving Talnrucl ,  so long as their
fathers don't permit thenl to foal]'t the streets ,,r,ith
th ugs.

I  nrvsei f  t l rought the s.rrrrc.  thrrg unt i l  I  , ,  rsr te.el  the
Etz Clrdint  veshiva.  Hou'  nruch clrc l  I  re lorce' , r 'hen I
sah these voung men stuclvrr . rg Talnruel  so nel l .  The
t eshiva has approxir .natel t  one hunelred stuclents i r . r
four div is ions,  and the teachers are Mr-.  L isanskj ,  N, l r .
Bramsan and Mr. Bokr', r.r'ho teach Talr.nucl, ancl \{r.
Newman who teaches Bible ancl  grdlnl . l tdr ' ,  and rs r l l

expert  in hrs t i t  ld.
The frnest st  t r r l t  nts

-  a teacher conl i r lecl  rn
lrle - leallr tlrlee pagq'5
of Talmud a u,eek,
along with in-depth
stucl  v of  the corrrrnen-
tators Rrts l t t  anr l  / r rsr ' / i r l
ant l  , \ l r r l t r r t .s/ t r r .  \  lanl

cor.ne fror.n poor famrl ies,  ant l  i t  f reclut 'nt l l  happe.ns
that the father of  one of  the stuclents stops ser. tL l lne
his son to the 1,s5h1t. ,  c lue to lack oi  c lothinr,  Pal t r i -
u lar ly in the winter months,  or  c lue to the i inancial
needs of  the fanr i l l '  ' , r 'h ich reqrr i le that  t l re.  chi l r l  r r  o lk
fol  a l iv ing.

I f  onlv the pr incipals of  the veshiva coukl  suppl l
these chi lc l r 'en r , r , i th c lot l . r ing ancl  shoes ancl  q ivt ' t l r t :
parents even a ur in inral  st ipencl  o i  thr t ' t  r lo l lars a
week -  then the chi ldr-en n,ould c lo v le- l l  in t l terr '
studies ar.rd gro\.v up to become C-d-fearing labbis
who wi l l  teach Torah to the next generatron. But
they cannot do this,  s ince the _veslr iva does not haver
a char i table t rust  funcl ,  ancl  thus has to run an
inst i tut ion whose upkeep costs over 400 clol lars a
tronth f rom nickels ancl  personal  cont l ibut ions
made to the yeshiva.

The t ,eshiva deselvc.s the at tent ion arrc l  the su1'-
port  of  our c i t1, ' 's  conl l . l lunl t t ' ,  par l rcular l t  s in ic thc ' r '
have dedicated therr  neu'  s i te whrclr  thev bui l t
thanks to the inher i tance of  Mr.  Nathan. Thev hopr.
now the obstacle which stoocl il.t theit \^,at/ for ',r'ant
of  room wi l l  be done aw,ay wi th.

Yes indeed, voung Chicago has exceedecl  i ts  s is-
ters in the west,  and is s i r .n i lar  tc Neu,York,  i ts  e le ler
s ister,  in i ts svnagogues ancl  i ts  temples,  in i ts chalr-
table olganizations, its depaltr.nent stores ancl in its
theaters -  nothing is lacking for i t  to be a modern

ilci ty.



Book Review:

Accidental Anarchisf Tells Old
Tale that Sounds Like News
out of Today's Headlines

By Dr. lrwin Suloway
Whethcr in Los Angeles- Neu York City- or Chicago-

accusatrotrs of police brutalitr, are seldom absent from the
dar -s nc*s ln."ariablr. it sccms. the "victims" arc mcm-
bcrs ofa minoritr - rcccnt arrivals- or the financialh. under-
pririlcgcd. And. of coursc. the tnrth is
hard to find. Was the officer merelY
doing his dLrtr- or rras a legal br.rll l at
rr ork J

Wcll- as thc aphorist savs. the more
things changc- thc norc thev stav the
sanrc. Thc rcadcr ol An Accidental
Anarchisl br Waltcr Roth and Joe Kraus
conrcs a\\a\ tiom the book fee|ng that
policc bnrtalitr againsl similar targets
ries cqualh alivc and ncll almost a cen-
IUn irgo

-l-hc book is built Lrpon thc strangc
crsc of Lazanrs Ar crbLrch. a voung Rus-

An Accitlenta I Anarch i st :
how the hlling of a humble

Jewish imnigront by Chicogo s
chie.f o/ Polrce exposed the

conflict berween law ond order in
early 20th century Americo

t
By Walter Roth & Joe Kraus

San Francisco: Rudi Publishing
224 pp..526.95. $ 16.95 paper

periodicals of the period (both English and Yiddish) the
authors have assembled valuable information on hou the
Havmarket riots in Chicago and anarchist activitv uorld-
rvide had produced a kind of hysteria (not unfamiliar to
readers who remember the anti-communist hvsteria of our
o$n time) rvhich made it
anarchist label.

to tar Averbuch rrith the

The actr"ral state of anarchism. particularlv in Chicago-
is also discussed. Similarll. thev demonstrate the gro*th
of a nativist anti-immigration movement u,hich drerr
strength from "cases" such as that of Averbuch and rvould
lead to legislation severeh limiting irnrnigratlon
(particularh Jellish inrmrgration) in less than t.ilentr vcars.
Also demonstrated as a factor in the Averbr:ch casc rs

municipal politics. rvhich colors cvents
seemingh totallv unrelated to it.

Even more interesting to readers of
('hicago Jawi,sh Hi.ttory is the autltors'
treatment of the reaction of the local
Jervish communitv to the affair. The
changing responses both of the nell-
established German Jews and thc East-
em European Jews are traced largeh
through their pubhcatrons

The authors also delve into some less
directlv related events of the cra- such as
the love affair betxeen anarchist Emma
Goldman and Ben Reitman and intcr-

easv

sian Jcrr ish inmigrant *ho called at the home of Chicago's
chicf  of  pol icc onc moming in 1908 on an unknoun
rnrssron. orrlr to bc dcad of six bullct \\ounds tcn minutcs
latcr Hc \\as to be branded a foiled anarchist assassin
dcspitc l complctc absencc of prer'ious anarchist leanings
or actir itr Tlro truth conccmirg Averbuclr's visit and its
irnrrrcdiatc attcnnath is unkro$I- and the authors. in spite
of r irtuallr disposrng of thc thcon of Averbuch as lould-
bc assassin. canlrot clcar up thc mysten.

lnstcird of pursLring unans$'erable questions- Roth and
Krillrs conccntrrtc on the local and broader background to
tlrc incidcnt. its npplc cftbcts. and its aftemrath in Chicago
nncl clslrhcrc Thcrcil l ics the real merit of the book.
Through c\tulsivc. pcrceptive research. notably in the

ethnic violence in Cliicago- the latter predating and tbllol-
ing Averbr"rch b1 man\ \'cars. Wrile of great lntcrcst. these
arc essentialll unrelated to thc book's main thmst.

All of these explorations as ucll as the ston of tlic
basic confrontation between the larr' and order forces
(police. polrticians. and daill nerrspapers) and the ncrvlr'
burgeor.rirlg civil rights forces led bl Jane Addams consti-
tute a solid contribution to the histon of Cliicago Jorry
and Chicago generally.

And it's more than history. In a real sense it's current
events. for immigration. police brutalitl'. political interfer-
ence in justice- and the tensions betueen advocates of lau
and order and defenders of civil nshts are still on our front
pages and on our minds. o

Folk Sinser Steve
Goodman Honored

Stc'  c Coodrrrarr .  r r r  Albarrr  Prrk-
raiscd lolk singcr uhose best-knoln
sorrg u rs Thc Crtr ol' Ncrr Orleans."
was cclcbratcd on Nor. l3 al a bcnefit
couccrt lbr thc Old Torur School of
Folk Music.

Goodmau died in 1984 at the age of

10

36. but the talent assembled at his
tribute shorved the effect he had had
on the musical lorld in his brief
career.

Anong thc pcrfomrers ou hand
uere Jackson Broune. John Prine-
Emnvlou Harris. and Lvle Lo\ ett.

A genuine troubador of Chicago.
Goodman celebrated the ciq. rvith
songs about aggresslYe to\Y trucks
("The Lincoln Park Pirates"). a dving

Cubs fan's last request- and the death
of Ma,vor Richard J. Dale1.

Whi lc Cih of  Nerr  Or lcarrs."  a
song about an Ill inois train. las best
kuorn through its recording bv Arlo
Crrlltric. rts refrain "Cood nrorlrrrg.
Arnerica. hou are voril Don't .vorr
klorr nrc- l nt rour natire son. re-
mains rvidelr- knolvn.

Goodman's recordings arc ar ail-
able in most music stores. tr



Archives Offers Glimpse
of Life at Camp Sharon, a
Place for Study and Fun

By Joy Kingsolver
lmagine a summer spont at an idyllic retreat in the

lvoods. surrounded bv some of the best teachers of He-
b r e rr' , language and literature. studying. talkrng. and

enjoling the company of friends.
That's ho$ man\' toung peoplc. ages
l6-22- spent their  summers- nhen
Camp Sharon offered a unique oppor-
tunitv for summer leaming.

Klesset on the shore ofthe lake- xhere scrvices r,,ere held.
At the end of Shabbat. evenone gathered for Havdalah

There have been other Jeu'ish camps uhich focused on
Hebrew. but Camp Sharon lvas unique in several rcspects.
Dan Sharon remsmbers that. though campers rcpresented
every movement from Reform to Conservatilc to Ortho-
dox. all were united bt their love of Hebrerr Sorne rvcre
from Zionist youth clubs. preparing to make alivah.

Roberta Schwartz- a camper there for several vears.
notes the uniqueness of the leamed tsachers at the camp
and points out that the number of hours spent studving
was unusual. Young people at Sharon rvere older than
tl,pical campers and rvere preparing to make career deci-
sions. rvhich mav account for the tremendous influence rt
had on manv lives.

Though the camp \\'as closed rn I964. its lcgao
included a commitment to Jelvish camping and Jeursh
leaming, a determination that "the chain of tradition ri'ill
continue." as Roberta expresses it.

The archives has several wonderfi.rl photographs of
Camp Sharon- some of rvhich lvill be tncluded in thc nnr
archival exhibit. "Our Ston': A History of Spcrtus Insti-
tute of Jer'"ish Studies." The archrvcs also has somc
documents relating to the camp. including Collcgc of
Jervish Studres Student Artrruals. uhich occasionalh fea-
tured articles on the camp.

The archives would Iike to collect more memories and
documentation on this fascinating chapter in Chicago
Jervish historl - and invites former campers to contact the
archir, ist if rou can hclp.

FRoM THE
CHICAGO

JEWISH
ARCI{IVES Founded in 1946 by Dr. Samuel

Blurnenfield. director ofthe Collese of

-f 

Jcrr rsh Studics. the camp r.r as situated
o n V thc shores of Clear Lake- near Buchanan-
Michigan. Campers studied Bible. Talmud. Hebreu Lit-
craturc. Hcbre\\ Grammar and Composition. Jewish Hrs-
ton. and other subjects taught by facultl of the College.
as ricll as visrting Israeli scholars. Campers spent threc
hours in classes even moming, in addition to one or two
hours of studv and preparation. Instruction was almost
entireh in Hebrew.

Dan Sl.raron. a campe r in 1959- 1960. remembers that
this "lvrit b'lvrit" approach to learning meant that
canrpers \\ere immersed in the language:
convcrsing. discussing. and rvriting in
Hebrerr.

But the camp rvasn't just for study.
A.f tcrrroons \ \crc spcrt  rn surmming.
boatirlg- ard sports Elenings ."r'ere

sometimes dcvotcd to singing and Israeli
dancing. Evcn vcar the campers wrote
and perforned a plaf in Hebren.
Campcrs also \\rote stories. poems, and
articles *hich uere published in the
camp ne\\'spaper.

Jerlish culturc pcmreated everything
the campers did. Thcre rvas a dailv
minr an for those rrho ri'ished to attend.
and Shabbat sen'ices xere held Fndav
nigl.rt and Saturdav moming.

Mrs. Deborah Zackar. rvhose hus-
band Nahum *as educational director
there tbr several lears" remembers holl
bcautilirl Shabbat \\'as at the camp. The
voung people uould dress in rvhite and
blue. and rralk singing do\m to the Bet

a

Sharon campers studying outdoors
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lnformation Request;

Seekins Materials
from Lawndale
Area Shuls

As part ol ar ntassire projccl to
cataloguc thc sr nagogLrcs of Chicago.
Socictr Past President Norman
Sch\artz is scakrng i l l fonnation about
thc lbllorlrng s\ uagogucs and congre-

of thesc .r/rir ls rvere in the
qrcatcr Lalndale area. shich grres
onh onc indcx of the depth of Jeu'ish
cLlltLlrc that ncighborhood once loreu,.

Schlartz is seeking histories of all
ol ' lhc lbllorring. and photographs of
rnanr ol ' t l rcm Hc has alrcadr col-

Adas B'nci  Isracl  (35 l3 W. Dor.rglas
Bhd.)

Adas Hapocl  Hanr izrcchi  ( l  l { )7 S
lndcpcndcncc) Pholo

.{gudath B'nai  Erctz Isracl  (1418 S.
St. LoLris )

Ahar as Achin Chicago Cit) (3437
Ogdcn Arc ) Photo

Am Kodesh ( l2i6 S Kcdrale) Photo
Anshc Chornsk ( 1526 S. Millard)

Photo
Anshc Chudakor (  I  5 I9 S. Hanl in)

Ph0to
.Alshc Cobrin ( l62l S. Ridgovav)
Anshc Karast ishub (3 146 W. I  5th

Pl )
Anshc Lohishim Jc-Lcbashal, ( I2 l6

S. Salr cr) Photo
Aushc Lubalr t . t  (Albanr ncar l2th)

Photo
Anshc l-ubor itch ( l5(]0 S. Clifton)
Anshc Makorv ( 1528 S. Sarl-er)

Photo
Anshe Mozir  (  l6 l2 S. Hamlin)
Anshc Par alitch ( 1539 S. Cluistiana)
Arrs l re Sharcl  VcYanorc 1l{r l :  S.

Houran )
Arrs l rc Sholorrr  rTiJ S. l ldependencet
Anshc Zedck Nusach Sfard ( I 123 S.

Albanr )
Alshe Sholom Center ( l52l S.

. .":':i".
12

lcctcd historics and illustrations of
manl other congregations in the area.

Ateres Israel ( l23t) Millard)
Beth Abraham Anshe Polem- War-

sarv Congregation B'nai Abraham.
Arshe Polin ( t 533 S. Clilton
(Drake))

Beth Haknesseth ( 1229 Tvner
(Cluistiana)) Photo

Beth Harnedrosh Hagadol U'b'nai
Jacob Anshe Lukrick (3455 Dou-
glas)

Beth Israel Anshe Yanova (3905 W.
14th)

Beth Jacob (3500 W Iith) Photo
Beth Jacob ( 1333 S Komenskl )

Photo
Beth Jacob Anshe Kroz (3540 W.

l5th)
Beth Moshav Z'Keinirn (Albanr'&

Ogden) Photo
Bicker Cholim Alshe Russia Poland

( 1508 Mi l lard)
B'nai Israel (l I34 S. Francisco)
B'nai Israel (2812 Roosevelt Rd.)

Photo
B'nai ltzchok (3842 W. Grenshaw)

Photo
B'nai Jacob Anshe Makarov (1241

Independence)
B'nar Jehudah (1617 S. Millard)
B'nai Moishe Le ib Anshe Antopol

(1303 S. Christiana)
B'nai Yehudah (2617 Millard) Photo

l f  vou can help. call the Societa
of l rce at  (312)6(13-5634. O

B'nei Reuven (4130 Grenshau)
Chaside Kobrin and Karlin ( 1626 S

Trumbull)
Grenshaw Street Tahnud Torah

(Grcnsharv and Spaulding) Photo
Helrat Sephardim Shel Sunla Shik-

ago (Homan & Douglas) Photo
Klesses B'nei Itzchok (3442 W

l Sth) Photo
Knesses Israel Shaeri Torah (3242

Grenshaw) Photo
Kolel Shonra of Jerusalern ( l4l 8 S

St. Louis)
Mikro Kodesh Arshc Lida and Pinsk

(1253 S. Laundale)
Nachalath Jacob (l5t)t) S. Chris-

tiana) Photo
Odessa Congregation ( 1625 S.

Lau,ndale)
Oel Itzchok (l136 S. Whipple) Photo
Oel Jacob Kolne ( 1448 S. Homan)
Shaara Tfilo Nusach Ari ( 1526 Mil-

lard) Photo
Sharci  Tf i le B nai  Reuven 1125r- '  S.

Kedvale) Photo
Shcarit Haplaita (1445 S. Hamlin)
Tickr at Yehuda ( 1533 S. St. Louis)
Tiphereth Moishe {  l l {12 S Spauld-

ing)
Tomche Shabos (3432 Douglas)

Photo
Tomchei Torah Beth Abraham ( 1339

Minsky Competition Chair Charles B. Bernstein shakes hands with 1992
Minsky winner Rabbi Alex coldman at the Oct. 22 Society meeting



( ) ra I H i.st o ry Ercerpt ;

Ray Epstein Talks of Making
Chicago's Jewish Social
Service Or ganizations Work

llay lip.stein hct.s heen involved in Jewish philanthropy
for mo.st tt hty li lc He recalled.some o/ his personal
htghlights crnd recotnted the circumstance.t of Chicago'.s
oncl Amcrtca .s .\ocial service and political organizations
tn ctn oral hi.\lory he gove to Socie0) pcr.tt Pre:tdent
Norman Schworlz on October 30, 1991.
Norman Schwartz: Can vou tell us something about lour
i r r r  o l r  crrrcrr t  in tJre Chicrgo Jer l ish communit l  ?
Raymond Epstein: Well. if I ou u,ant tlie xhole histon .
l hcn I got married I had decided that I $as not going to gct
irrrolr.ed rn the J*rish conrnunitv because mr father- alav
hu-:hnlom. *as len involvcd He lras on tlie board of
Federation. and he rras president of Mt. Sinai Hospital. and
he spent all of li is time going to meetings. And I decided
that \\as not for me. I rvasn't going to do that.
Ne\'ertheless. I got roped into getting involved in the Young
Men's Jeuish Council- r.r'hich uas an organization of
\oungcr n'rclr running some bovs clubs. For one reason or
anothcr. I did gct involved. and I started going out to a
bor s' club on the West Side. the Arnerican Bovs
Conmonrr ealth...

I \\'ert to the ABC one night a week. In order to have
somcthing to do. I started a chess club- and I used to meet
rrith the bovs and ue'd plal chess and study chess. go ont
tbr a bite to eat aftenvards. This rvent on for several vears.
I cnded Lrp going to nlost ofthcir rveddings.

At anl rate. I became active in the organization [n
l9.llJ. I became preslder.rt of the Young Men's Jerrish
Council. rrhich xas an interestirrg experience and led to m1
going on the board of tlie Jeu,ish Federation uhere I served
tbr manr vears. We also had a parallel board. the Jer.vish
Wclt'arc Board. Later rve merged the tuo boards and
crcatcd thc Jclish United Fund. the so-called JUF. I uas
thc frrst chaimran ofthc JUF. [ \\ 'as secretan ofthe Jeivish
Fedcration at the tinre also. I also rvas involved in the
Chicago Communitl Fr.rnd as chairman of the budgct
commiftee ... no* called the Cmsade of Merc.v. I was also
thc secrctan of tlie Council of Welfare Agencies- rvliich
rvas au adjunct of the Cornmunitv Fund that revierled all
thc rrclfarc agencies That rlas m;- basic Chicago
inroh.clnent. But that led to m_,- going to the board of the
Council ol Jerrish Federations. thcn knorvn as the Council
of Jcrrish Foderations and Welfare Fr-urds. and eventualh l
bccanlc prcsident.
Schwartz: That-s national.

Epstein:  That 's nat ional .  At  thc Counci l  of  Jcl ish
Federations and Welfare Frrnds- I chaired a rcricl
committee *hich changcd manv tltings Thc first thing lc
changed $as the name. We changed it to CJF rathor tltarl
CJFWF It's the organization to rihich some 20(l
federatiolrs from all oyer tlte countn. cities all orcr thc
countn. belong. It's sort of thc trade associatioll. and it
acts ln the rame of fedcrations. [t cor.rnscls therr. It brings
them together to share successcs and t'ailurcs. rfr ou rril l It
has a general assembh once a rear. comrng up ren shonh
norr-  in a diFlererr t  cr t r  erch rcar. . .

Anyval'. as president of that- it led to mr. going to the
Jewish Ageno. Board. The Jeuish Agcno is the agent in
Israel to *hich the bulk ofthe UJA monn goes to carn out
its rvork ofup-building the state of lsrael and impror. ing thc
qLralitl of life for people in Israel and so on I sened on
that board for manv vears. becamc chaimran of lts Budgot
and Finance Conmrittec. lhicli is thc principal corlutittcc
fbr decidrng \\'hat's to be done uith all ofthat moucr That
uas an interesting cxperiencc. Aftcr l2 rears or so. Igot
off of that board becar"rse I chaired a conrmittee that led to
lirniting the tenure of pcople on thc board. rifiich l thought.
and still think. *'as a good idea.

Having a little time available- then. I becane actrvc in
the American Jervish Joint Distribution Comntittcc knoln
as tlic Joint or the JDC. and for the last t'cu r cars I'r c bccn
an officer ofthat. I'm running all o\cr tho \\orld. \\hich is
lnterestrng although sor.ne*hat uearing. I ras in Ethiopia
not too long ago. just before rve had the airlift out of thcrc.
I rvas in Rumania rvhen Rabbi Rosen had a commenroration
ofthe Holocaust. I uas in Armenia on the first Israeli planc
that ever landed in Russia- when we \\ent therc and broLrght
back victims of the earthqr"rakc to do sontcthirg for them as
a humanitarian gesture ou thc part of Isracl

I've sen'ed and do senc on thc Board of thc Llnitcd
Israel Appeal. thc Joint Distribution Comnittoc. th0
Council of Jervish Federations- the Unitcd J*iish Appcal.
the Natronal Jervish Comnunitv Relations Adr. isorr
Council. tlic JTA - that is- the Je'"r'ish Tclcgraphrc Agcncv
- and a number of others. Too manr'. rcalh I think it s
an lncestuous thing that so manY people senc ou so rran\
different boards.

I'm reminded that [ \\as serving on thc Board of thc
Spertus Muser:m. I suppose I slrould get rnt, ctrrricttltun
vilrt to makc sure I haven't forgotten anrthing. I'vc had
some honors: the Rosenuald A*'ard herc in Chicago. ald
sornething from the Univcrsitl of lllinois. and sonrething
from Brandeis. all of stich are ven nicc. but of no grcat
significance.

Nox that's the record. Wliat do \ on \\'Alt [o kno\\
beside the record'l
Schwartz: I \\'ant to have vou tell rnc something about thc
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development of the Jeuish community when you first came
hcre. You alreadv mentioned that in '68 they made this big
conrbination to combine the two fund-raising events. ...
Epstein; lt goes back farther than that. At one time. the
Jcrr ish Federation received its money by annual
subscription Then. even vear the,"- had a deficit campaign.
and thcr rrcrc rrorricd about giving that up because it \\'as
a riar oi hitting people tuice. But it finally was given up
bocausc rt madc no sensc.

Whcn the big deniand for monel overseas came and the
rrcll 'rre lirnd carne along. tlrat \\as a separate campaign
complctcl\. You probabll know that the UJA was formed
in order to raise money for the Joint and the UIA, and for
sonlc \cars re had the nvo. That rvas also not reallv
rational. although people felt two campaigns always raised
nlorc rnonev than one. Nevertheless, it finally rvas
conrbined in thc JUF and
has been successful in that
thc alrount of money
raiscd lras increased
plrcnomcnallr. Chicago
rorr raiscs rrcll over $50
nr i l l ion annuaih.  uhich.
br thc *ar . is [an arvfulll ] good record. Los Angeles. rvitlr
nlorc thau t\\' icc as manv Jervs- raises less money. I have to
get that plug in for Chicago.

Brt. thcn. I go back into the 'i0s rvhen the u'hole UJA
thing flrst started- and mv father \\'as very active in it. I
rcrrcmbcr calling on Hcnrv Croul- a great philanthropist
hcrc iu Chicago. to persuade hil.n that Chicago necded
somcbodr llro lould give $100.000. And rve had a Iong
talk rr ith him. and he said. "Yes. vou'rc right. We shor"rld
har.'c onc in Chicago." He gave $ 100.000. which rvas a
landnrark kiud of contribution Norv that family gives
so'cral million dollars even vear. and others also give huge
sLrnrs of moncr So. in terms of raising money. it 's been a
continual progrcssiou uprvard. Unfortunateh' -
unfbrtuuatcl\ it 's never enough.

And right nol. I ras on the phone rvith Israel _vesterdav
Right no* thc nccd for monef is lrorrendous. In Israel. tlie
Jo*ish agcncr rrhich is attempting to cope lvith a
trcrncndous influx of emigres is $100 million in the hole.
ur)ablc to pav its bills. People are bcgimring to reflrse to
scnc it Thcrc arc dcspcratc efforts being made to raise
cash bi asking cven bodr to borro* and to just about hock
thc tamih _jeueln. And that's all well and good. br"rt it 's
vcn slrortsightcd becausc. vou klow. 60 dats from norv or
120 dal s from nou, there'll be a nelv crisis. and what do
\\'e do then'j

Therc's reallv been no long-term planning for holv to
meet this problem l'm ven' distressed aborit it- and so are
othcrs. and that's bcen the subject of a great deal of
discussion Another thing that is liappening in the

14

Chicago now raises well over 550 million
annually ... Los Angeles, with more than
twice as many Jews, raises less money.

community is a growrng unrest with the diversity of
organizations. People are beginning to ask whether it's
necessary to have a UIA a:rd a JDC and a CJF and a UJA-
all of which drau on the same source. the grassroots
communities. and realll there's not onll' a waste of money
involved but there's a duplication of effort involved.
There's a duplication of the strain on people's time. It
requires much more effort at coordination. and people begin
to thrnk that if we were living life over again- rve'd have one
central organization more or less like the CJF - which
brrngs all the federations together and decides what they
should do with their money, how they raise their money.
where it should go. and it would probably be a much more
effrcient system. But it takes a lot of effort to bring about
a change when there's that much turf involved. that manv

people involved. and so
on.
Schwartz: But we did ir
in '68.
Epstein: In Chicago.
Schwartz: In Chicago.
Epstein:  I 'm talk ing
nationallv no\\'.

Schwartz: And our collection costs or administration costs
in Chicago are relatively low.
Epstein: True. But I wouldn't stress the saving in monev
as the principal reason for talking about combining and
eliminating the national organizations. The principal
reason lvould be a more efficient. smoother operation ofthe
thrngs nc care about. That is to sa1'. work in Israel. thc
Joint Distribution Committee's work around the rvorld- the
national scene. Remember. we talk about the Russian
emrgrds in Israel. which is, in my opinion- where thev
should go. Nevertheless. many ofthen rvant to come to the
Umted States- do come to the United States. and there's a
tremendous expense here in the Unrted States for relocating
them. Ard that became the subject ofone ofthe ven first
coordinated efforts in the United States rvhen. at a rather
historic meeting, it rvas agreed that all of the communities
rvould jointll, try to deal with the problem of 40-000 or
50.000 Russian emigres every year here. Some
communities took none" and some communities drdn't have
anv of thcm that wanted to go there. Others - Nel! York-
for example - got a tremendous percentage of them. And
the feeling rvas here in Chicago, "We're taking millions of
dollars out of our endolvment fund rather than out of the
campaign and shorting other thrngs to deal with that." The
feeling was. "Look, if St. Louis doesn't take any emigres,
[and] Chicago takes more than what might be called its
share. why shouldn't St. Louis chip in and help?" And
there was agreement.
Schwartz: What year was that'/
Epstein: That was just t$'o vears ago [ 1989] There rvas



au agreemerlt that the communities rvhich take none or take
less than \\l1at might be considered therr fair share should
put moncv lnto a pot to help tliose rrho are taking more than
their fair share. That has not entirell \yorked. but it has
rrorkcd to some extent. Some communities haven't gone
along.

Another cxamplc of a joint activit\ '. b) the $ar'- is thc
loan program. It became apparent that it $as impossiblc to
raisc cnough mone\ to grvc all ofthe emigres the kind of
suppon thc\ nccdcd in thcir earlr. \ 'ear or ]ears in Israel.
Thcrcfore. a program rras rrorked or.rt bv the president of
thc CJF. basicalll - rrto is a Chicagoan- Corkv Goodman
- to crcate a brllion dollar loan fund. The loan fund *as
guarauteed bl the federations. That is to sav- the Chicago
cndorrrncnt thcorcticallv has an exposure of $70 million if

The svnagogue communltv is not part of Fcdcratlon. but
again- through the Board of Jervish Education. thc
Federation is providing monev that helps the s\'nagogue
schools. I'm chairing a committee riglrt norr to tn and
revamp thc uhole Jerish educational srstcnr iu Clricago
There arc indcpcndcnt organizations Thcrc's thc
Northrest Horne for thc Jc\rish Aged. a good instltution.
$hich is not part of Fodcratron But there is Dot rcalh a
conflicting series of Jesish organizations liere in Chicago
Wc have the national organizations. uc halc thc Chicago
cliapter of the American Jelish Committee. thc Chicago
chapter ofthe American Jc*ish Congress- and a nunrbcr of
others. but thev all come togcthcr in Fedcration at a
committec that I think I startcd. at one tinte chaircd. Wc

rhar \\holc loan thing
col lapsed. Wel l .
that 's unl ikeh. But
out of  the bi l l ion
dollars- therc's bccn a
li200 million reserve
sct Lrp. tlrc rdca being

In terms of raising money, it s been a continual
progre ssi on upw ard. Unfortunate ly -

unfortunately -itb never enough.

tuscd to cal l  i t  oLrr
Publ ic Af la i rs
Committcc. the PAC.
I t 's  nor thc JCRC.
Jer i  ish Communitr
Relations Council
Schwartz: I noticc in

that that should bc adequate. but people rvonder. Thcre's
neler bccn a thrrg like thrs bcforc. Hou can thel'collect if
tlrc gu\ s can't pal '.) Theorcticalh . the loss could be greater
than $200 niil l ion. But again. that's an exanrple of rherc
all thc lcdcrations together jointll submerged a little brt of
their arLtolrorr\ rnto something rvhere thev said. "Oka1.

rre'll do this Wc'll conrmit ourselves to this national
p rograrn

So that's t\\o examples - the Russian emigres and the
loal tirnd That kind of thinking u'ould be easier to arrive
at- and \\ould be arrived at in manv more instances. il 'rre
didn t har.e to bring togcther four or five different
organrzatlol'ls even time \\e want to plan something like
that.
Schwartz: So that's the strength and the lveakness of the
Jur ish communitr'- and I suppose not onlt- does it appl)'
lctionalh. but it also applies locallr,.
Epstein Not so rrruch localh. Wc don't have too rnuch
conflict localh Thc Fcdcratron has ... I don't knou .. 18
or 20 odd agcncics and subventees. rvhetlier it be programs
fbr the agcd- hospitals. famill ' service. JFCS. Jervish
Vocational Servicc. manr'- manv more ... tl ie Ark. And the
Federation gives monev to national organizations. to the
American Jeriish Cultural Socret1,. to a number of think
tanks. to thc JTA. to the National Jeu ish Communitl
Rclations Adlison Council. But the Federation is a central
tunding bodr'. and it does prett,v rvell to bring ever_rthrng
togcther.

There are other aspects. The Zionist community in
Chicago is almost a community apart from Federation.
although efforts have been made to bring them together.

sol ic i tatrol that
sometimes I get the comment from thc pcrson bcing
solicited. "Wcll. this rcar I'm gorDg to concc|tratc l)t\
efforts on tl.ris organization or that organrzation " Whcn
vou tn and convince them that thc \\holc cornmLrnitr
deserves some support. ) ou have some difticultr .
Epstein: If )ou mean b) ftat that somebodl sars. "This

y'ear. instead of givrng or giving as much to the JUF
campaign- I $ant to make a direct contribution to Mt. Sinai
Hosprtal-" that's their privilcgc to do that. hr A scnsc. rt
doesn't mean anthing because if a gur uho gare ii)
thousand bucks to the campaign decides instcad to gir c thc
50 thousand to Mt. Sinai. it mav \ell meau tltat the
Federation rvill be rclicved ofa $50 thousand burdcn at Mt
Sinai- and. therefore. 50 thousand morc can go into thc pot
So. i t  s a l r t t le brt  f ic t i t iorrs bookkeeprrg

Houevcr. it 's good that that possibilitv c\ists bccaLtsc
thcre are pcople. unfortunatclr'- \ho don t \\ant to gi\c to
lsrael .  I ' rc ta lkcd to pcoplc rrho sa\.  - - l  dou-t  \ \aut  nr \
monc\ to go to lsraol " I frnd it diftlcult to cortrol m\
ten.rper rith pcople likc tllat. but. nevertlrelcss ... and ther
don't give anlthing. I'vc said to then- "Oka1. if rou 1'ccl
that wa\'. It's too bad. but that certainl! doesn't lrean that
vou can't give money to Chicago organizations. *hich gct
half of uhat vou uouldgivc anrrlar'." Sometinres thn sar.
"Oh. I didn't kno\\' that.' ' Wcll. I don't kno\\ il that's tnrc
or not. but it 's good that the altemativc c\ists if thcrc s no
other wav to get the monev from the peoplc.
Schwartz: What rve're saf ing is the rnonev is fungiblc and
there's a big pot. ...
Epstein: Exactly. tr
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\\ 'hat We Are
Tlrc Chicrgo Jc\\ ish Historical Society
rras fourrdcd in 1977 and is in parl an
ou(!iro\\1ll of local Jc\\ish parlicipatlon rn
l l rc Anrcf lcr  Brtcrr lcrrrr i r i  Cclebr i r t iorrs
ol' 1976 Mrrricl Robin $as thc founding
prcsidcll. I l  has as i ls purpose thc
dis 'o\  cn.  prcscnrr t ion.  r ld dissenr i -
nalion of infornlatioll concerniug the
Jc\\ish c\pcrjcucc in thc Chicago arca.

What We Do
Tlrc Socicl\ sccLs oul. collecls. alld pre-
scncs appropriate rvritteu. spoken. and
photographic rccords: publishes histori-
cll i l fonlation: holds public meetings at
u hich r arious aspccls of Chicago Jcu,ish
Ir iston ;r rc t rcr lcd.  r lorrrr t r  i rppropr iu le
c\hibits. and oflcrs lours of Je\\ish his-
loncr l  s i tcs

lVlinsky Fund
Tlrc Doris M lsk\ Mcnlorial Fund. es-
(lblisl icd iu nrcmon of ouc of thc Soci-
cl1's [orrrrdcrs ald louglinlc leaders. seeks
to prrblish unnll l lr l  nronograph on an
irspcct of Chiclrgo arca Jorish histon.
Niclrbcrs rcccir c i l  cop) of each
rrologmph rs i t  is  publ ished.
Marrrrscripls mur bc sLrbnril led. and con-
tributiols to the Fund are \\ 'elcome at anv
t i l l lc

Membership
Mcmbership in lhe Societ\ is open to all
intercsled pcrsons and organizations and
includcs a subscription to (.hicago

Jev,ish Hi.\lor.v. cach nlonograpll
published bv the Doris Minskl Mernorial
Fund as it appears. discounts on Societl
torlrs and al thc Spcrtus Museum Slore.
and the opportunit\ to learn aud inforrn
others concerlring Chicago Jervish histon
and its prcsen alion

Dues Structure
Membership ru s on a calendar year.
from January through December. Nel'
members joining aller Julv I are given an
initial membership through December of
the following vear.
Li fe Mernbership. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 1000
Socictr  Histor ian. .  .  . .  . . . . . .  . . . . .  . .  . . .$500
Societv Scholar. .  .  .  . . . . . . . . . . . .$250
Socict . r"  Sponsor. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 100
Societ} Patror.. . ..... $50
Familr ,  Mcmbcrship . .  . . . .  . . .  . .  . . .  . . .  $3 5
Regular Membcrship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25
Svuagogue or Organization . Xi25
Seuior Ci t izcn Mcnrbership . .  . .  . .  . .  . .$ l5
Student Menrbcrship.  . . . . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . . . .$15
Checks shoLrld be rnade pavable 1o the
Chicago Jel,ish Historictrl Societr'. and
mailed to our office at 618 S. Michigan
Ave. Dues are tax-deductible lo the
cxtcrl permitted bl la$'.

Officers 1997-98
Waltcr  Rolh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .President
Burt  Robin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Vice President
Clare Greenberg.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sccretar.r
Herman DruZnin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .Treasurer

Directors
Leah Axehod. Charles Bernstein. Paula
Chaiken. Dr.  In ing Cut lcr .  Al len H.
Dropkin. Albert Erlebacher. Sheldon
Gardner. Rabbi Eil iot Gerlel. Elisc
Ginsparg. Dannv Greenbcrg. Dr Adele
Hastx. Rachel HcimoYics*. Jar I lt is. Bea
Kraus. Seymour Perskr. Muriel Robin
Rogers*. Norrnan Schlranz+. Ethel
Shuhnan. Milton Shulmar. Nonna
Spungen. Dr. N Suc Weiler
*lndicales Past President

Chicago Jewish History
Chicago Jewish llistory rs published
quaner l )  b\  t l re Chicago Jeuis l r  Hrstorr-
cal Society at 618 South Michigan A\'-
erure. Chicago. I l l inois. 6()605 Tele-
phone (312) 663-56.14. Please send
submissions to the editor at l4l6
Catalpa. Secord Floor. Chicago. I lInors.
60640. Singlc copies:  $1.50 postpaid.
succcssor to ,\'ocle/y ,\e\l.r.

Ed i lor .  .  .Joc KraLrr
Edilor Erneritus.. In l in J.  Suloq ar

Editorial Board
Paula Chaiken. June Kraus. Burt Robin.
Walter Roth. Nonnan Sch\\,artz. Mil lon
Shr man
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