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Life among the Poles in Old
South Chicago
Mentoirs of' a .leu'ish Famil-,-
ln Busitrcss irt "The Bush"
Bv Ann Fricdnran

t the turn of the present century. the lrca on thc tar
southeast s ide of  the c i ty known as South Chicago
was nol il Jcwish ncighborhood. It nevel has been

and ncvcr woulcl bc. Yct in 1902. my tlthcr. Harry Frank.
\\as anrong thc early menrbers ol a synlgoguc thcre. Bikur
Chol i rn Congregat ion i l t  8927 Houston Avenuc. now the
ci t l ' 's  o ldcst  funct ioning syna-eogue bui ld ing.  With a
centrrl l)i//( in addition to thc d|ori ltukoelesh on the front
uall. the sanctLrarl, rettins to this da), ils Okl World aura ol
orthodox worship.

Ear l icr  that  ycar.  Father.  moving from the West
Sicle. hld bought a frame cotta-qe with a liigh basement at
tt-137 Buffalo. Here I was born on February 2I. 1904. Our
house wrs typical  of  the homes in the blue col lar
neighborhood inhabited nrainly by Poles. Ihe kind that was
bui l t  b1'a c i t rpcntcr and his helper and could be erected
quickll '. Whcn nry father had the house moved to the back
ot the lot. our horre was propped on rollcrs and was pulled
into place by teams ol-horses. Father had an addi t ion bui l t
onto the f ront of  the house. which becrnrc the grocery
store. He later expanded the grocery into a country-style
gencral  store.  He also instal led indoor plunrbing in our
housc. Electricity came later

Gas lanterns lit unpaved streets that were dusty in
summer and muddy in spr ing.  In winter.  horsc's and
wagons trampled their paths in the snow. which renrained
wlrere i t  had fal len unt i l  i t  mel ted. To reach the ci ty.  we
boaldcd trollcy cars which clanged their wry on rails that
lay in the streets.

Pol ish-Jewish rc lat ionships always uneasy i t  seems-are an
important element in this menroir of Jewish l i fe in a South Chicago
neighborhood. Ann Friedman. who knew of thesc relat ionships ut
l i rst hand, here vividly recounts her tamily s experiences l ivinS and
running a smal l  business in South Chicago three-quarters of  a
century ago. Hcr mcmorics werc original ly recorded in an inlerview
with local Jewish historian Nathan Kaplan. Mrs. Friedman currently
l ives in Hyde Palk.

Summer Bus Tour Schedule
Includes Two New ltineraries
Rcltcat Crttler Trip to Old Neiqlthorltrunl.s

wo al l -ncrv SuDClay bus tours a\  wcl l  as i l  rcpcat ol  i l
perennidl sel l-oul havc been scheduled by lhe Sociel) as i ls

f r t i tn! t )  . r rnrnrrr . r . t i r i t r .  Thi .  \e i r r ' \  t "ur ' .  i r  i r i r
colrdi l ioned buscs and undcr thc ablc cl ircct ion of Leah Axelrod. are
sche(lulcd l i )r  July 9 dnd 30 and August 10.

Cutle r Tour Set.for .lulv 9
Thc July 9lour r t i l l  be x rcpcl t  o l -Dr ' .  I lv in!  Cut ler 's

nostalgia t r ip.  Chicago Jcrvish Rcxrts.  lnd incluclcs a scnt inrenlal
journey to Mrxwel l  Slreet.  Laundale.  Hunrboldl  Prrk.  Logrn
Squarc. Altrany Pitrk i tnd Rogers Park. This tolrr.  $hich lcavcs lhrr l
lhc Bcrndrd Horrvich JCC (-100-l Wc\1 Touh) ) 11 I l :30 PM Lrrrd
rctrrns nl: |J0. is dlwrys an elrr ly sel l  oul rnd prompl reservl l ioDs
rrc reconrnrendcd.

The July - j0 out ing wi l l  be an al l -da1 tour of  Je'uish
sel l lef tcnts in the c i l ies on the I i lke shore nor lh oi  Chicago s
sr.rburbs. Visits to Wlukegltr l-  Kenoshr ancl Racinc qi l l  bc uldcr lh! '
gLr iddnce ol  Mrs- A\el fod and Norman Schui l r lz  i ind lhe te! '
inclurics lunch. Dcparturcs u i l l  bc l iom lhc Ru\h Strccl cntr i lncc ol-
thc Mrrf io l  Holel  (5-10 North Michigan) i r l  9:00 Ai \4 i rnd rhc
Horwich Ccntc'r JCC ir l  9: 10 !\ i rh .cturn ro lhc JCC l l  5:10 PN{ und
thc holcl l l  6:(X).



Oral History:
Gontinuity With
The Past

hen my pafcnls l lcd Gcrnrirny in
Junc l9. l l l .  thcv lc l l  behind i r l l
our ' lani l r  p ic lufc\ .  bools dnd

olhcf pcr\onrl  trcl \urcs- 
_fhe),r 

i te )s werc
lel t  wi th nr1 : randparcnls on lhc
J\ \ runpt i , rn l l ) r t  lh(  )  $r) l l ld srx,n io in rrr
and bring oul posscssions with thcnr. This
wrs nol  to bc.  dnd our pcrson l  p ictor ia l
and wri l ten historv pcr ishccl  rv i t l r  mv
grdndprrcnts in thc Holoci! .rsl .

My lathcr c l icc l  nrany vcafs lgo
lnd vcr) rarcl) ldlkcd ol his pn\l  I i lc- Bu(
tn) '  molhcr rcachcd thc good ge ol nincty
lasr year. and I havc had the opportunity ol '
rccordint parl  of hcr past l i le lhrough lhc
n)cdiunl  o l  dn orr l  h istory which I  havc
l . rpcd.rrd t ranser ihed Jt  d i l lcrel l  l rn) ' j ' .
Hopell l ly. shc wil l  consc'11t lo continuc lhi5
pr(Iect:,o lhl l  her rnerrories and insiglrts
can bc prcscrvcd l i rr  futLrrc gcnerations ol '
our l i lnr i ly rnd lbr other inleresled pcrsons.

Thc l i tking ol of i l l  histories is onc
ol  thc proiccts I  learncd lbout l . r rnr  thc
Chicago Jcwish His{or ic l l  Socic ly.  LIn( lcr
thc dircct ion throush the rcars ol  such
Sociely lcnclcrs as Moscl le Schwartz.  Sol
Brandzcl .  Adcle Hrst .  Sic l  Sorkin and
Nolnrirn Schwar-lz. thc Socicty hitr  nrdc
dozens ol orr l  hislories ol pcrson\ whosc
l ivcs havc enr ichccl  our Chicago Jcwish
cornnruni ly.  Thc\c hi \ t ( ) r ic \  r rc l i lpcd.
t lanscribcd. catalogr.rcd i lnd thcn \ l()rcd in
lhc ol l ice ol the Socict l  lbl  I l turc use by
rcscarchcrs and scholars.

ktne Tupint E.r 1t t'r it'tt t't's
This pl lsr  yei l f .  Ip i r r l ic i l i l lc 'd in

thc taping ol Arthur Wcinbcrr. a wondell i r l
\ r  r i ler  o l  Chic l rgo's r l rd ical  past .  *  ho
lanrcntably passcd away cnrl icr lhis yelr.  I
l is lcned \ ! i lh cnchrnlnrcnl  lo thc \ tor)  o l
Mls- Lr.rciwig Roscnberrtcr. whose hu\bitrrLl
r l  r t l r ter l  l r r t  0tr t r l . r t t t i rn:-  l r r t t i  r ' r ter . i r  t
l ibfury o,  Jt ldr ic i t  1o the Ljniv! ' r \ i ty  o l '
(  l t ie lg, '  . r r r l  s  hr ' .  i r r  her , ) \ r  n r i rht .  i \  i l
wondcr' l l  i rr t i \ l  who tr i lcc\ h( 'r  r(x) ls to i !
lanr i l r  o l  nrur ic ians.  or)c ol  $horI  p l : r \cd
\&i lh lhc Chicugo S!nrphony un( icr
Conductor Thcodorc Thonn\ l l  thc lurrr () l

lhc ccnlury.
Wc tapccl  Marior Ascol i .  a

di ln lhtcr  o l  Jul ius Ro\cnwi l ld.  whi le \he
uar r i r i t ing hcr son in Chicuo rnd coul( l
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President
Walter Roth

scnse history in lhc nraki l r !  w i rh hcr
dcscr ip l ion of  onc ol  Chicrgo's l i r lk
hcrocs-David ,  i l lcr .  or  "Dir \c!  rs he
was known lo one i lnd dl l .

Miller Story Yet To Be 7 old
This issuc ol  C/r i la lo . /cr l i r / r

F/ i . , ,k)/  \ '  cafr ics i t  persoD l rccol lccl ion ol '
onc ol-Davcy Mi l lcr 's  cxploi ls.  an cxamplc
ol  h is dclcnsc ol  thc c i t \ " \  . lcwish
ncighbofhoods lgl l iDsl lr t tack\ ol- virndrl i \nr
and nrob r io lencc. But D:rvc1,s duughtcl
has in her posscssion a \ \or ldcr lu l
col lcct ion ol sloric\ aboul hcf I{ thcr. ol his
ownclship with Sirf i  Edclslcin ol thc E ct
M Rcstrufnnl  n l  3 l16 wc\t  Roosevcl t
Road on thc old Wcst Sidc. ol his l isc l ionr
lh(  tLrr)Slc , ) l  l l r r '  l ( ) : ( )  .  to l t i .  hci( ' r t t i t t r . l  r t
l iunous. i l  not lhc mosl lanl(\r \ .  pr izc l ight
rc lercc of  thc l t )30 s.  Davcl '  Mi l lcr 's  l i r l l
\ lor)  h i l \  ) \ ' t  l i )  hr  \ \ r i t l r l  hut  ' , r : r l  h i ' t , ' r ic .
n( ' r r  hern!  lukr ' I  hJ rr(  r r rhtr \  , ,1 l l ru S, 'L iu l l
wi l lhclp to wr i te i t .

Wc ur-r:c an1,ol our nrcnthcrs wh<r
uuul , l  l r lc  1, '  jo i t t  r r .  in plr :sclr  r r tg (  l t i t l r : r '
Jcuish history b) hclping rccrrrd thc
ntcnror ies ol  our eldcrs lo pledsc lct  Lrs
kno$ ol- r 'our intcrcsl so thrl  \ ' ()Lr crn l i l lc
plr t  in th is ldvcnturc.  We wi l l  bc gln( l  lo
tcach vou sonlc ol  lhe ski l ls  thxt  l r re
rcquircd to ta le an olal  h i \ lor) .  Whcn
lukin!  orr l  h is lof ics.  \ou \ \  i l l  bc ( l i rccl l ]

in!olvc( l  wi th hi \ lory i t \c l l .  You wi l l  lc l rn
ol  ntc to l  ics nr) l  \ \  r i ( lcn ( l ( ) \ \  | ]  in anv
boo!.s.  But bcsl  o l  i t l l .  vou * i l l  lecl  a
cont i l ]u i t \ '  \ ! ' i lh lhc pi l \ l  lnd l  grc i r lc l
idcnl i l ic l l ion $ i lh lhc histor j '  o l  ouf  J!-$ ish
conrnrunitr ' .

Wir l tcf Roth Prc\ i( lcnt l

Summer Tours
Thc olhcr ncw lor.rr.  ol l  Augu\t 10.

$ i l l  bc '  o l  s igrr i l icant svDago!uc\  o l  thc
South Siclc with Mark Mancllc ancl Jcssrcu
YouMs g u ic lcs.  HoN neiehborhoods.

pcoplc or archi tcctLrfc rcn( lcrcd ccal i r in
cr)Dgrcgnl ions ul ] iqut 'o|  spccial  \ i l l  bc lhc
lhcrDc. Thc toul  *  i l l  dcpl l t  l lont  thc
l lonr ic l r  lCt  r t  l l  { l )  l ' \ l  : rnt l  thr . \ lurr i r r r t
l lotc l  l lush Str-cct  cntr- : rncc i r t  I : (X) \ \ ' i l l l
rcturn to rhc horcl r l  l :00 ur)d lhc JC(' i t l

- l : -10.

Atlvurtt c Ilast'ryuIittrts Rcqu iretl
Adr lncc prcpaid r! 'scrvl l ions !rc

rcquifcd t i)r  i l l l  l ()Lrrs. A rcsclval ion l i )r 'n1
|ppcar\ olr pl le clcrcr) ol this i \snc. Fcc\
l i ) f  thc lwo hal l  t l i rv touls arc $l l . (X) l i r r
rncnl l lcr \  . rnd S 15.{)0 lor  non-nrcnrb( ' r \ .
I .-ecs l i ) f  lhc ir l l  dl lv touf ol thc north shofc
ci t ies.  inclut l ing lunch.:rrc Sl l l . (X) l i r r
nrenrbcr\  i r r )d $1.1.{)0 l i r r  l ]on nrcnbcrs.
Chi ldrcn throush hish-\chool  i rge pl \
lowct lccs n\ indie^i i lcd on lhc rcr 'cr! irLrr)t l
l i rrm-

Qucsl ions conccrning the \unrrrcr
tours.  o l rc ol  thc Socic l r 's  nt()s l  popul  I

c l iv i l rcs.  i r fe bcsl  Iddrcssed to Mrs.
r\ ' .el lod l t  " l . l l  7( l( l l .

Society Receives
Grant from State
Humanit ies
Counci l

ccogni l ion ol  lhc (  h ic i rso Jc\ \  i \h
Historici l l  Socict) s inrponi lncc lnd
laluc lo lhc conrnruni l r 'har cornc

lro r  lhc Sl i l lc  o l  l l l inoi :  in thc i i )nn ol  l
cash l ranl  l r ln thc I l l inois ( i )unci l  l i ) f  lh.
Hunr ni t ics.  Thc puhl ic l ) - lundcd gfoup
rcccrt l l  a\ \ l rdc( l  lhc Socict \  51.8(X) lo
.r \ \ r \ l  r r r  l l \u I ) r ' (P: l l i r l i , ,n t , l  r l .  ( \ l r l \ i l  , , r l
Lut t l :ntut t t t  ht I tur .  schcdulcd to opcn
Octobcf I  i r t  Spcltus Collegc.

. '  lh is is thc I i Is t  l i rundat i ru u|ant
our-  Socicty has bccn l* l t r 'dcd. s l t ic l  Jan
l la-ucrup. chair-nran ol  thc erhibi t .  and i t
$ i l l  cnirblc us lo r i lkc k l loN lh( ' \ tof \  o l
lhc nrulLr l r l  u id \ ( )c i ! ' l ics \ \  h ich \ \cre s0
inrpor-tant to inrnrigrantr hcl ir lc thc t lalr ol
publrc wcl l i lac ul ]d rocial  \ccuf i l \ .  lhc
cxhibi t  *  i l l  conlain organizat ion rccorr ls.
nre-nrorahi I ia.  fholo\ .  lu( l io l lpc\  i rnd
fc l i r i \c ! ' I1cc\  o l  thc dozcns (r l  gro! f \
l i r rnrct l  hr  lunr l tnt t t t .  nr i r ' l r 'nnts I r 'orrr  u
pn icul lr  \rk ' l /  of fcgion in Lunrpc.

' ' ' I 'he ! . i rn l  i \  i r ' l i r \ t  lof  the
Socicty which \!c c\pccl r lol  onlt  lo rr lrk '
lhe c\hibi t  nrorc r i la l  und intcrcr t ing but
also to pavc the wx) l ( ) r  l r ( id i l ior l l
loun(l i l l ioD qaitnl\  lo \ \ i \ l  ouf ! foup in i l \

I



Hil lman Exhibi t  at
Hull House Open
To Members

ocicly mcmbcrs arc invitccl to view
an exhibi t  devoted to the l i l t  and
ach icvcmcnl ol  Sidncy Hi l lnan,

labor lcaders.

H i l lnr  a n,  labor advisor to
President FriLnkl in D. Roosevclt and lcacler
in social  legis lat ion.  is  the sub. jecl  o l  an
invitat ionir l  conlerence lalcr this montrr ancr
an exhibit  at the Hull  House Museum, both
on the campus ol  the Universi ty of
I l l inois-Chicago.

Created by Cornel l  Universi ly. the
cxhibi t  wi l l  bc avai lablc and l ree to lhe
public through July of this year. I t  is opcn
wcckdays l lonr l0:00 AM through 4:00 PM
and on Sundays l iom noon unl i l  5:00 PM.

H i l ln lan.  probably thc mosl
i r l lucnt i r l  Je* ish labor leuder s ince
Srtnuel Compers. mltrr ied rrnother Clr ir 'ago
Jewish acl iv is l ,  Bessie Abramowitz.  who
herself becamc a mujor f igure in organized
taoor.

Thc S{)c ie l}  i .  I  support ing
sponsor ol  the conl-erence and exhibi t ,
which are under the gencral direct ion of
Stanley Rosen. professor in the labor
cducal ion proSram at the Universi ty oi
l l l inois.

Annual Members'
Brunch Concludes
1988-89 Meetings
Three Persons Added to
Society's Board

los ing out the year 's ser ies of
meet ings,  Soc icty mem bers
gathered for brunch at  Spertus

Col lege on Sunday, June 4.  Thc unnual
meet ing and su bs id ized members-only
brunch featured a program of Yiddish.
Hcbrew, opera and Broadway musrc
presented by s ingcr Ei leen Berman and
pianist Jerry Preskil l.

Ar rhe brief formal meeting three
new mcmbers wcre elected to the board of
directors and five dircclors were re-elected
to regular three-year terms. Joininc thc ncw
board arc Danicl Beederman. Ed Mazur
.rnd Tom Meites.  Re-elected to terms
expiring in 1992 are Sol Brandzel. Clare
Greenberg. Burt Robin. Moselle Schwartz
and Millon Shulman.

Continuing membcrs of the board
are Leah Axelrod. Charles Bernslein, IrvinS
und Marian C!1ler.  Jar)  Hagcrup. Mark
Mandle, Joe Minsky. Elsie Orlinsky. David
Passman. James Rice. Shirley and Sidncy
Sorkin and Irwin Suloway.

Also on thc board along with past
prc ' idcnts Adele Hr. l .  Rirchel  Hcimori , . ' .

many endeavors." Presidenl Waller Roth
said. He wants to cxprcss part icul{r thrnks
to Dr. Adele Hasl. who. wi lh Ms. Hagerup.
was instrumcntal  in prcpar ing the grant
proposal papers I

Muriel Rogers and Normdn Schwartz are
thc currcnt officers: Walter- Rolh. presidcnt:
Burt  Robin.  v ice prcsident;  Elaine
Sulo*11. .cclel l r l :  und Herrnrrn Dtrznin.
lretsurer.

Ncwly elected board mem bcrs
were placed in nomination by Sol Brandzel.
chairman ol  the nominat ing commit tcc.
Brunch arrangemcnls werc. as usual. in the
capable hands ol  Hospi ta l i ty Chairman
Shirlcy Sorkin. I .J.S. l

Society Gets Copy
of 1883 Montefiore
Communication To
Chicagoan
En gli s h P hi lant hropi st S ent
Letter to Zion Temple

Xerox copy of a Ietter written by
Moses Montcfiore to the president
of a Chicago congregation more

than a century ago lras becn given to the
Society.

The let ter  was the resul t  of  thc
internat iorral  Jewish observ ance of
Monef iore 's centennial  year in I l i83.  Al
that l ime Henry Creeneb.lum. prcsident of
Zion Templc.  sent the Br i t i rh phi lanthropi \ l
known as the uncrowned king ol thc Jcws a
lel ter  o l  congralulat ion on behal l  of  the
congrcgalion.

The letter acquired by the Society
is a personalizcd acknowledgment hand-
wri t ten b) his .cr .  rct l r l  rnd . rgned b)
Montei iore. l t  is interesting to note that t l rc
let ter ,  sent by rcgistcred mai l ,  was
delivered to Zion Temple, rhen on Ashland
Avenue near Washinglon Boulevard. cvcn
lhough no strcct  addrcss was on the
envelope. (Would that the posl olTice were
thar elTicient loday!)

Zion Tenrple N ov' in Oak Park
Zion Ternplc. the second oldest

arca syn{gogue to be lbunded ds a Relbm')
congregat ion.  Ia ler  bccamc Wash ington
Boulevard Temple and is now Oak Park
Templc B'nai Abrahrnl Zion. Creenebaum.
the ci ly s l i rst  Jcwish alderman and a
[oundcr ol  lh lee di l lerent congregut ion: . .
! r i r \  r r  f \ r , ,minenl  bunker lnd l in lncier
uhorc de.ccndrnt ' ,  d i rect  or  indircct .
include n'rany cmincnt ci t i rcns of Chicago.
Thc lcttcr was given to the Society by Leon

I

who begln his career as a clolhes cLrl ter in
Chicago clur ing thc cur ly ycars ol  th is
century and went on lo lbund the powerlul
and rcspected Amalgamaled Clothing
Workers ol America and lo become onc ol
Ihe country s mosl respecled and powerl l l

3

Rising Costs,
lmproved Services
Require Dues
lncrease

is ing costs antl  thc improvement of
Society services and producls have
cotnbincd to makc ncccssrry a

norni ! r i l l  incfedse in organiral ion ducs
el lecl ivc June I  of  th is ycar.  Regular
membership is now $25.00 per year. Iarri ly
rnembcr.h ip i .  $.15.0O. .cnior c i r i /cn
membership is $15.0()  rnd patrons and
sponsors arc ar $50.00 and $100.00
respectively. A full dues schedule appears
on the l inal pagc ol-this issue.

"Expenses for postage. bus
lranspor la l ion.  pr int ing and rcfrcshmcnts
have rl l increasecl and must continue to be
covered by dues income inasmuch as wc
.rr(  nol  u lunr l - ru is ing organru ut iorr . '
MeDrbersh ip Chairman Marian Cut ler
rcrnindr mcrnbcrs.  Thc ncw Chicago
Jewish History i i lso costs more than the old
Society Ncws. bul I know wc rl l agrcc it is
well worth the cost.

"Members in good slanding were
ol- icrcd opportuni t ics to rct lcw thcir
nremberships fbr the currenl year at the old
rr tes.  and I  am happy to repor l  thal  a l l
cxccpt a fcw did so." Mrs. Cutlcr rcportcd.
The mri l ing l is t  has now been revised so
lhrt only current nrembers arc included. 1



Growing Up Jewish
In South Chicago
Running a Neighborltootl Gxx ert' Store

In our grocery, Father sold live pigeons tbr fbod.
On the day the shohct came. our lew Jewish neighbors
bought chickens. My mother worked in the grocery even
though she could not read English. When customers asked
for Campbel l 's  lomalo or vegetablc soup. their  only pro-
ducts in those years, Mother looked for the letter "t" or "v."

Each customer was writed on personally. and we
came to know nluch that was happening to thenr-births,
communions. marriagcs, sickness and death. Children were
born at lrome and were delivercd by midwives. Deaths were
great tragedies because llmilies were lcft dcstitute when
husbands died. I1'mothers died, family li le became sad and
d ifficult.

We lived in a Polish neighborhood known as "The
Bush" al though a smal l  numhcr ol 'Jewish merchants and
thcir familics were scattercd among the Polish immigrants.
Most wage earners were steelworkers who pulled twelve-
hour shifts. The eight-hour day was not to be introduced
unt i l  1912. and then most workers had to wai t  a yerr  or
longer unt i l  their  department was reorganizcd to reduce
their  dai ly hours.

Salling Goods on Credir
Industrial workers were poorly paid. Father sold to

the families on credil. writing down the amounts in little
payment records that customers carried with them. Payday
was every two wceks and the wonen came in to settle their
accounts. The housewives also brought in their boarders'
crcdi t  books. Some boarders were s ingle;  othcrs were
married and working to bring their wives and children to
the United States. Having a boarder was a way of reducing
tamily expenses. and it was very common.

During str ikes my father cxtended credi t  fbr  the
duration, which somelimes ran into monlhs. He also carried
accounts for them during work layoffs and at times when
illness cut off incomc.

.lcu'ish Lile in Soutlt Chicago
On Shaltbos, my notlrer dressecl us up although we

l'ive children did not attend serviccs. Father lcft l irr serviccs
on Salurday mornings. After services he wenl f ro ln the
synagogue to the bank with a deposit ol the reccipts hc had
brought wi th him. Orthodoxy had to give wl ty to
practicality ancl neccssity.

On thc high holrdays. F lher reserved an cnt i rc
bcnch fbr the larnily. ancl he sat in the aisle seal. Whenever
we wanted to lcave. we had to prss hirn and he would ask
us wnere we wcre golng.

Mothcr sat  in the gal lery wi th the womcn in
accordancc wi lh the orthodox tradi l ion which of  course
holds thal  wonren should bc kept out ol  s ight  lest  they

distract men fiom thoughts ol' God.

Next door. in a building my father eventually also
owned. was a saloon, In the rear of the saloon was a room
where marriage receptions, private parties and celcbrations
were held.  One day my l 'ather was told about a Jewish
couple who came from Europe with small children and had
no place to stay, so my fatlrer tumed over the back roont o1'
the saloon rc the tamily until they could get startcd. One ol'
thc two littlc boys bccame a doctor and lhe olher a dentist.
Both arc very successful.

Coing " Btttk" to thc West Side
ln thc first ycars that we lived in South Chicago.

there wcre no kosher butcher shops. Like other Jews. nty
father boarded a t ro l lcy to thc Wcst Side Jewish
neighborhood to load up on kosher mcal and lbods.

My erandfather lived al Fourteenth and Morgan. a
one-minute walk fiom Maxwell Strect. On lhe comcr was
and st i l l  is  the Maxwel l  Strcet  pol ice s lat ion which was
evcntually to become the visual headquarters setting ol'thc
television series. "Hill Street Blues." In the opening scenc
ol that pro.sram. there was a shot ol the station building.
Around thc corncr at Fourteenlh and Pcoria was the bath
house. It was vcry popular. and thc women would use the
bittlr house trs a ntiktuh. Fcw peoplc. cvcn anrong the "rich"
had private baths. And. like thc rich, Grantlflther as well as
our family bumcd coal in stoves for warmth and hluled out
thc aslrcs.

The block where Grandlather l ived consistcd ol '
small, closcly-set deterioratcd clapboard cottages. Houses
were lighted by gas-burning.jets protruding liom the walls.
The slreet was devoid of  grecnery and trees. I  enjoycd
going to Grandfather's because it gave me a chance to walk
up and down Maxwel l  Strecl .  What I  especial ly lookecl
iorward to was buying l rot  chestnuls or knishes, nol
common in South Chicago.

Sonrc Fanil '- H istort'
My father had been born in Riga, Latvia.  under

Tsar ist  ru le in 1865. thc ycar rhe American Civi l  War
ended. My mother.  Bessie Sat inofsky.  started l i lc  in a
Ukrainian village where. when Cossack solcliers rode their
horses throu-qh the town. Jewish tamilies hid in thcir horres
to avoid the whip lashings ol  th! 'soldiers.  To comc to
America. Mothcr traveled six wecks by lail and sca. In thc
dark,  poor ly vent i luted hold ol ' the ship.  shc $,ould not ert
unkoshcr tbod. She had brought with her r supply ol dly
brcad.

My molher had always insisted l l rat  Runranian
Jews were lh ievcs and t l rat  t l rcy bchavcd l ikc wi ld gypsics.
However,  when I  introducecl  her to nry fu lure l rusbard's
lamily. who wcrc from Rumania antl tluiel. she conccdcd
tht t  s l re nr ighl  have been wrong. Atter our marr iagc.  nry
husband and I  l ivcd on thc northcrn edgc ol  thc
ncighborhood lirr many ycars.

P, ' l i . t l t . . l tu i .s l t  fc l /sr / , / , r  f i r . \ ( '
Around Passovct ' in about 1915. a nlnror swepl our

ncighborhood al leging that a Jew had murdercd a Pol ish
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blood to make matzoh. It wrs about that time the
Tsrrist ,qovernmcnl was trying to convict Mendel Bcilis fbr
the "r i lual"  nrurder of  a s la in Russian boy. There was
wor ' ld-wide react ion as governments ald pr ivatc c i t izens
protested to tl 're Tslr. ln Chicago. Jane Addams addrcssed a
rnass meeting on the subjccl. Bcilis was freed. but thc idea
of Jews kill ing Chlistian boys lbl blood pcrsistecl and had
leached South Chicago.

Over the years my l 'ather had befr iended the
neighborhood people. but they were nonetheless taken in by
the runlor and the usual diatribes: Jews were thieves, Jews
were nurt le lers,  ancl  the resl .  The morc mi l i tant  Poles
witrned others not to enter Jewish stores. My f:lther kept the
door c loscd. and customers s iayed away. Jewish parents
kept their children homc liorr school. Even in good times
the Pol ish boys beat up Jewish boys. I  do not remember
lhat any Jew was acluai ly physical ly harmcd dur ing th is
tension. but we lived in fear.

At tirncs a mob milled through the strccts, and on
one occasion the f i rc department came with thci f  horse
drawn engines and hosed ll 're crowd to disperse them.

Funtilt 'Tries to Help
My grandfather and unclc came from the West Side

10 l - ind out i f  we were safe.  Since we didn' t  have a
telephone. I don't know how they knew what was going on
in the neighborhoocl. lt was not in the newspapers. They got
off the streetcar on Buftalo Avenue and had to walk one
block to oul  house in t l ]at  tense cnvironment.  Since my
grandfather had a beard. he was endangcred because there
were punks wl'ro thought it a show of manhood to knock
clown bearded Jcws and pull or cut their beards, or even 1<l
s inge or put gum in them.

My grandfather and uncle reached us safely. Alier a
vis i t .  we walked thcrn lo the streetcar whi le i t  was st i l l
dayli-sht. My father was a small man who never weighed
morc than 135 pounds, but he had a fbrceful personality.
Yet. on that occasion it took courage to walk that one block
and back.

Davet' Miller to tlrc Restlrc
There wals one ef fect ive source of

assistance Davey Mi l ler ' .  He was a f ight  referee who
owned a restaurant on the West Side. It was known that he
and his fliends responded to calls lbr help fiom Jews who
were threatened or assaulted. They were a tough bunch.
Several were rnrateur boxers.

I don't know who asked him to assist us. but this
tinre Miller used brains rather than brawn. He visitcd tlte
pr iest  at  St .  Michacl 's Church at  Ei-ehty-thi rd Street and
South Shore Drive. thc parish of the Polish people in our
area. Miller also had a feputation for bein,e a diplomat. Hc
requested the priest to ask ft'om the pulpit if any of their
clrildren welc missing. There was no response. Thc rumors
encled. calm was restored to the arca, and Jews in this South
Chicago neighborhood cal led The Bush were able to
cont inue their  somet imcs uneasy l ives anrong Pol ish

Twenty Questions
On Local Jewish History
by Nathan Kaplan

l .  What Chicago born s inger whose maidcn namc was
Goldberg introduced "Take Me Out to the Ball Game."
"Shine On Harvcst Moon" and "Over There l"

2.  Who were the two pals who co-cdi ted a boys'
newspaper as twclve-ycar-olds l  One became a
nationally syndicated colunrnist itnd the other a Nobel
Prizewinner

-1.  What Chicago archi tectural  landnrark was bui l t  for  a
Jewish owned department stolc'l

4.  What Nobel  Pr izcwinner dropped out of  Englewood
High School when his fathcr died l

5. What local showman was lbnd of quoting his rabbinical
father even after becoming an international star'J

6. Who was thc Bloadway producer who ran away to join
the Buflhlo Bill Circus at age l2'l His parents brou,sht
him back to his Chicago home.

7. Who changed modem naval warfare. but as a 5-year-old
boy sailing from Europe fbr Chicago was afraid to be on
the boat'l

8. To defend fhenselves, Jcwish peddlers at the tum of the
century formed a protective association. What lamous
woman helpcd the organization establish itsellJ

9. What Chicago author sold as his first story one he had
wri en at the Jewish People's lnstitute?

10. Who was the public servant that slved St. Patlick's Day
for the Chica-eo Irish when it appeared that they would
not be able to celebrzrte the day with shamrocks?

11. Which Academy Awardwinner used lo walk down
Roosevelt Road to sit alone by the lake after a theater
perfomance'?

12.Who was the wel l -known viol in ist  whose teacher to ld
him he would no longer instruct him because the lad
did not like to practice, though he enjoycd playingl

13.What prompted the House of Rolhschild to make a gift
to a Chicago institution?

14.Which famous intemational musician won a live dollar
f i rst  pr ize at  an amateur contest  at  the Central  Park
Theater?

15.Which Chicago bui ld ing has the largest col lect ion of
statues of persons in the Hebrew Bible'l

l6,To which talmud torah did the first Marshall Field make
a cont[ibution']

lT.What local newspaper columnist was elected president
of his high school class dcspitc much hostility toward
Je ws?

18. Which f amous surgcon startcd a prof'essional medical
organizat ion al- tcr  he was denied enlrance to an
organization of his spccialty because he was a Jew'l

l9.What Chicago composcr wrote "Let Me Cal l  You
Sweetheafi J"

20.What popular gangstcr was decorated by the French
govemmcnt fbr valor in World War I'i

Ansrvers can be fi)und on page 7
5

IAnrcricans.



Divine Coincidence?: An
lncident of Travel
Bv Sol Tax

n November of 1959 the University of Chicago hosted
the Centennial  celebrat ion of  the publ icat ion of
Charles Darwin's Origin of the Specirs. Among the

participants was Julian Huxley, the grandson of Thomas
Huxley.  Darwin's f r iend and greatest  proponent of  h is
theory of  evolut ion.  Sir  Jul ian-then only recent ly
knighted loudly proclaimed his atheism. which he
contrasted with his more timid grandfather's "agnosticism."
When he and Lady Huxley dined at our house one evening,
I therefore thought to challenge him with a true happening
that might surprise him. Up to that time I had told the story
which follows only within the family.

In the summer of 193 I , fresli out of the University
of Wisconsin. I tbund myself hitchhiking to and from the
Mescalero Apache reservation in New Mexico. All went
weli until on the return trip in Septcmber my suitcase was
stolen in Joplin. Missouri, and I was stranded without even
my suit jacket. I was told to contact the police in St. Louis
when I reached there. and I resumed my hitchhiking the
next morning in shirtsleeves. Out on the highway without a
suitcase, I knew that only local trucks might stop tbr me.

After one such r ide into the open countryside. I
found myself walking miles along the concretc highway
with car af ter  car ignor ing my thumb. Suddenly another
largc sedan passed mc but then miracle l -stoppe d a
hundred yards ahead and waited. I was doubly surprised
when the back door opened {br me and I saw that there was
a woman and a small baby as well as the man at lhe wheel.
I got into the back seat and the woman at once began to
quest ion me.

A Sli' iAirr.q C oirtt' idencc
When I told her I was a student bound for Chicago.

she asked my name and family and then stopped and said to
her husband in triumph. "See, I knew I had to ask you to
stop. You sde, when our older daughter was a baby dying in
the hospi ta l  in Chicago-the doctors had done al l  they
could and had given up-l sent fbr your grandtather, Rabbi
Paul Taxey, and he came from Maywood, prayed for our
daughter and she recovered."

The couple then went on to explain that they now
had a store in Tulsa and had started that morning for

This del ight fu l  ta le of  an unusual  coincidence* nd i ts
aftermalh*not only conl'inns the tlreories of "Jewislr geography"*
the idea that almost al l  Jews have some meaDingful  inter-
conoections-but also introduces us to a gifted tum-of-the-century
local Jewish rabbi and his lamily. That family includes lhe iluthor' a
distinguished University of Chicago anthrqpologist and longtime
CJHS member Further inlormation conceming Rabtri Taxey and his
Maywood Jewish community would be we lcomed.

Chicago, and would stop overnight in St. Louis and then
take me along.

A Rational E.rplonatiort
The Huxleys wcre as non-plussed as they should

have been, and after considerable discussion I told them
what I had concluded over the years: My family liad long
since known that my brothers and I, and our father, had a
characteristic walk about which I was occasionally teased.
lf wc assume only that tli is walk was sharcd also by my
father's father. the Rabbi whom I remembered only liom a
visit he made to Milwaukee when I was young. the rrriracle
becomes explicable. The woman in the car-whose name I
had long since forgotten, if I knew it-saw walking in the
road what seemed to her u perxn sht rtntcntbcrcd.firnt etn
eln'uot dinurily entotionu! tinrc in hcr /112. and she simply
had to stop.

Needless to say. the Huxleys happily accepted this
hypothesis.  Since then that character ist ic walk has been
verified by at least two women cousitts who knew us all as
we grew up. Ncvertheless. the 193 | coincidence recalled in
1959 continued to amaze us; but it was not the end of the
story.

A Furthet C oint'iclente
In 1956 I had accepted thc task of organizir.lg inlo a

single community the anthropologists of the world. whiclt
required traveling in every part of the world. In those years
travel into the Soviet Union and the countries of Eastern
Europc could be acconipl ished only through t lcsignated
travel  agents.  One in c lowntown Chicago was Gordon's.
through which thc Universi ly of  Chicago travel  bureau
worked. By some chance it was only a f-ew months after our
dinner wi th the Huxleys that one evening I  received I
phone call from an official at Gordon's, Dick Fricd. who
was preparing my tickets and needed to ask me something.
To my surpr ise he opened the conversat ion wi th the
question, "Professor Tax. do you ever hitchhike?" When I
jokingly denied that I would do so to Europe. he explained
that he was asking about the past,  remindecl  mc of  my
hitching a ride in Missouri. and said, with sonre emotion,
that he was a baby in that car!

Ihave regret ted s ince nol  v is i t ing hin.  at  least  to
ask about his parcnts and sister. Except now for thc last
name, I  know nothing whatever about any one ol  thcm.
Some time after this brief exchange I learned that Fried was
(also) the Record Editor of Chicugo Mrtgu:ine , to which I
subscribed and could see his name on the masthead. and
later I heard that he had movcd to the same position on the
Suturdut rtclic'u'. Obviously I am more than sorry not to
have pursued Dick Flied firr ntore infbrmation. Thc fact
thal thosc were the busiest years ol my lite rs insullicicnt
excuse. Pcrhaps the Chicago Jewish Historical Society has
records of him and his lamily.

An U nusuallt' G iJied Rahhi
Chicago histor ians perhaps al [eady know

somethin-e of the person ancl li imily of Rabbi Pesach Taxey.



reputed to descend from the Prague scholar.  Yom Tov
Hel ler  (1579-1658),  descr ibed in my l97l  edi t ion ol ' the
Enc-,-tlopedict Britannica. Rabbi Taxey died when I was
perhaps ten, after at least one visit to us in Milwaukee to
put a het hsher, a seal of approval, on what we understood
to be the f i rst  vcgetable margar ine,  the Palmol ive
Company's "Troco."

The rabbi  was a c l lemist ,  said to havc invented
laundry "blueing."  nrany bott les of  which one cold night
exploded under the porch of his house in Maywood. Hc
was also at  one t ime hired by the town of  Zion City.
Ill inois. to help develop a soap induslry. but he returned
home because they permit ted no smoking in that
fundamentalist town.

Antl His Fanily
Rabbi Pesach Taxey and his wil'e Frema Weitzman

had flve childrcn who survivcd to have families: Bessie was
the first. and she nrrrried Oscar Tumer (brother of August
Turner who was the f i rst  to arr ive in Chicago. and who
fbunded the Turner Manufacturing Company). Aunt Bessie
was tbr us the head of our extended family, and it was to
her home on Austin Boulevard that all of us came.

Morr is Tax (s ic l )  was the second chi ld,  and the
oldest of tllree brothers, all of whom marricd in Wisconsin,
where nry rnother's family lived. Indeed. Morris married
Kate Hanowitz.  my mother;  h is younger brother Dave
Taxey marlied my mothcr's younger sister. Bessie; and the
youngest . Jay Taxey. married Ruth. daughter o1'the eldest
sister.  Anna. Jay and Ruth eventual ly sel t led in Chicago,
where hc dcvclopcd real  estate and where his drughter.
Joan Trxey. is l  painter.  Ruth's younger s ister.  Mae
Goodman, is as:ociated with Stua Brcnt Books and writes
fbl both tlre Trlhunt' trntl the Srlr-Iirrrrs. We were always
le'latively closc-knit whether growirg up in Wisconsin ot in
Chicago...but this now gocs bcyond the stor), I telll I

Answers to Twenty Questions
on Page Five
l. Born Nora Goldberg. she became one of Broadway's

biggest stars as the legendary Nora Bayes.
2. Sydney Harris and Saul Bellow co-edited a newspaper

lbr boys published at the Associaiion House on North
Avcn ue.

3. The Carson Pirie Scott State Street building was built as
thc Schlesinger and Mayer store.

4.  Hcrbel t  Blown. winner of  the 1979 Nobel Pr ize in
chemistry, dropped out of high school at agc l4 to run
the family hardwarc storc and support his mother and
two sisters.

5. Mike Todd believed his lather was thc snrartesl nlan hc
ever kncw. Hc often began explanations by saying. "My
tather oncc told me . . . . "

6.  Florenz Zie,eleld.  Scnior headed the Chica-eo Musical

College for many years and hoped his son would follow
in his footsteps as a classical musrcran.

7.  Admiral  Hyman Rickover.  the fa lher of  the atomic
submarine, fa i led a subject  at  John Marshal l  High
Scl iool .  His af ter-school  job as a Western Union
delivery boy left him sleepy in class the next moming.

8. Jane Addams at Hull House, who later won the Nobel
Prize for peace, assisted the peddlcrs.

9.  Whi le bumming his way in Texas. Nelson Algren
Abraham read a magazine ad for would-be wri ters
placed by the Jewish People's Institute. On his return to
Chicago, he attended classes at the JPl, writing his story
on an office typewriter.

l0.Congressman Adolph J.  Sabath intervened with the
Department of  Agr icul ture which had banned the
importation of shamrocks. This was around 1925.

ll. Muni Weisenfieund, later known as Paul Muni. acted in
his father's Yiddish theater on Roosevelt and Union.

12.Jack Benny trained at the Chicago Musical College. His
professor later taught at  Yale.  Not unt i l  af ter  the
professor's retirement did he leam that Benny Kubelsky
was Jack Benny.

13.Fol lowing the Chicago Fire,  Engl ish l i terary f igures
formed a commit tee to col lect  books to be scnt to
Chicago. The Rothschilds donated a sum of money.

14, Even when he was a boy, the talents of Benny Goodman
were apparent to all. At thirteen he earned more than
his father playing at picnics and week-end functions.

l5.Among the statuary of  Rockefel ler  Chapel  at  the
Universitl, of Chicago are found the reprcsentations of
Abraham, Moses, Ezckiel. Elijah, Isaiah. Hosea, Amos
arrd the Alchangel Michael.

16.Marshall Field was among the contributors to the first
talmud torah in Chicago at Clinton and Judd, then the
first strcet south of Roosevelt Road.

17.1ru Kupcinet was the president of his class at Harrison
High School.

18.Dr. Max Thorek tbunded the lnternational College of
Surgeons, headquartered on Lake Shore Dr ivc in
Chicago.

19. Leo K. Friedman composed the music in his office at 36
West Randolph when lhat street was Chicago's Tin Pan
Al ley.

20.Samuel "Nai ls"  Mofton was a Maxwel l  Street youth
known for his def'ense of Jews beset by religious and
ethnic attacks. After the war, he became a gangster, was
a popular man-aboutlown and died in a riding accident
in Lincoln Park.

-Nathan Kaplanl
Editor's Note

Bccause the ser ies of  Jewish tr iv ia c lu izzes was a
popular feature of  Society News. predecessor of  th is
quarterly, local Jewish historian Nathan Kaplan was moved
to submit his own list ol "Twenty Questions" (and answers)
which wc are happy to publ ish.  Others wi th rc lat ivcly
obscurc bi ts of  local  Jewish history are encouraged to
submit  their  quest ions and answers,  which we wi l l
endeavor to publish fiom time to timc.



Aron J. Messing,
B'nai Sholom's Peripatetic
Rabbi
Rabbi u'ith It(hy Foot Left and Returned
Three Tintcs
By Jessica Young

I-  |  is  nol  unusual  Ior  r rbbis lo come rnd go us both

I  rabbis nd \ 'ongregl l ions seek r .Ongeniul  and mutual ly
I  rat isfy ine relat ionship.  The eongregal ion uhiuh is r tur . r
KAM-lsaiah Israel .  thc c i ty 's oldest,  typi f ies th is
phenomenon as wel l  as the other of  long, cont inuous
tenures on the parts of such rabbis as Liebman Adler (31
years' service), Tobias Schanfarber (41 years) and Joseph
Stolz (46 years).

At the other extreme there is the case of  Rabbi
Mayer Mensor, who served KAM just six months in 1857-
58 and was asked to leave with nine months remaining on
his contract. The congregation paid him and bought him a
one-way train ticket out of town.

Then there is the strange case of Aron Messing, the
subject of this article. He came to Temple B'nai Sholom in
1868 as the first ordained rabbi ol that young congregation,
which was eventually to be merged into what is now KAM-
Isaiah Israel.

Educ'ated in Prussia
Rabbi Messing had been bom in Prussia in 1840, a

descendant of  a long l ine of  Pol ish rabbis.  He was the
oldest of fbur brothers. two others of whom also became
rabbis in the Midwest.  Af ter  re l ig ious study under a
Hassidic rabbi, he received a secular German education
culminating in a Ph.D. before coming to America in 1867.

Even though young, he st i l l  held to many
traditional Jewish practices in his Chicago post, and B'nai
Sholom could not pass a resolution introducing "fantily
pews" (mixed seating) until Messing left for Califomia in
1870. Messing explained his departure di f ferent ly.  In a
memoir, he wrote, "ln vain had my old congregation made
strenuous efforts to retain me. but I could not withstand the
advantageous offers from San Francisco. When my contract
expired, I refused to become a candidate for reelection."

I t  may be worth not ing that of  Messing's seven
unordained predecessors at B'nai Sholom six had served
for three years or less. We do not have a clue to why the
rabbis came and went so steadilv. What is remarkable is

Chicago had a number of colorful and charismatic rabbis during the
nineteenlh century whose personalit ies and individualism shaped
their congregations. This article traces the exotic travels of one who.
if not particularly charismatic, was certainly an individualist with an
unusual career both in Chicago and elsewhere. Dr. Young, a historian
who is archivist at KAMlsaiah Israel, recounts the story of Rabbi
Aron J. Messing based on sources in congregational archives.

Rabbi A. J. Messing

came and went and came and went.

R e t ur ns .fro nt C a I ito r ni a
ln 1873 Messing returned to Chicago and B'nai

Sholom. The congregation had been without a rabbi sincc
1871, and, indeed, wi thout a temple al ter  the Great Fire.
Messing was clear about why he chose to leave California.
and i t  wasn' t  because he missed Chicago's winters.
"...being young, impetuous and unyielding," he wrote, "l
had made some enemies by my own fault. My adversaries,
who were good and prominent men, and sincere in their
opinions, were unwi l l ing to forgive and forget my
inconsiderate and hasty remarks; and my reelection would
have caused discord and disharmony in the congregation."

In 1874, during this second stint at B'nai Sholorn,
Aron Messing confirmed the congregation's first class of
girls and boys. And in 1875 he wrote a letter to Isaac Mayer
Wise affirning his support of the newly founded Union of
American Hebrew Congregations. Perhaps he felt the need
to write because his position on Reform had heretofore
been ambivalent.  This t ime Messing stayed at  B'nai
Sholom until 1876.

He wrote that he left after a second great fire in
Chicago left him homeless. That fire, however, occuned in
1874. At any rate, Messing and his family were in Peoria,
Ill inois, from 1876 through 1877. In Pcoria, he was warmly
welcomed by the small but enthusiastic Jewish community.
They seem to have been eager to retailr his services, but,
wrote Messing, "Of course, my sphere ol  act ion was
narrowly circumscribed in that town."

Once again the cal l  lo Cr l i tornia could not be
denied. Messing came to Beth Israel congregation in San
Francisco "after my repeated declinations and their urgent
invitations."

Travels itt West attd Australitr
Surprisingly, however, Messing seems to have becn

disinclined to remain in San Francisco fbr long periods of
t ime despi te his Beth Israel  connect ion.  Between 1877
and 1890 he was busy travel l ing al l  over the American
West.  to other c i t ies in Cal i fornia and through Nevada.
Oregon and Washington among other places. His mission



was to sol ic i t  funds with which his congregat ion might
build a temple.

Along the way he gave out Hebrew and religious
school  books. He preached and taught.  He organized
rel ig ious schools,  societ ies and congregat ions.  In his
l'arewell address to Beth Israel in 1890 he was careful to
note that he had always been accompanied by an officer of
the congregation and noted that monies collected had never
been handled by him personally.

Perhaps the most astounding aspect of his activity
dur ing these years was his mission to Austral ia,
accompanied by letters of recommendation by Dr. N. Adler,
none other than the Chief Rabbi of England. Once there,
Messing discovered that he could more readily realize his
financial goals in his own country. One wonders why he
had not figured this out before.

We have some clues about what was going on in
San Francisco that may help to explain his travels. First of
all, the rabbi's salary at Beth Israel was not competitive.
Messing explained in his farewel l  note to the Cal i fornia
congregation in 1890 that he could "most probably remain
here to the end of  my existence, but as a husband and
father,  I  consider i t  my duty to better the wor ld ly
circumstances of my family by giving heed to the call from
Chicago." B'nai Sholom was calling yet again.

Calilitntia No Becl rf Roses
More telling is Nlessing's complaint that, "The strain

upon my nervous system has become of late almost unen-
durable, being held responsible by the public for everything
that occurred in the synagogue or in the routine of business by
its board. Having created this institution, it is very natural that
a cry was raised up by my opponents that this synagogue
belonged to me and everything was done by my orders; while
in truth. the officers of my congregation, although my friends,
have often done things contrary to my wishes."

We do not know what Messing was blamed for in
San Francisco. Probably his choice of  the word
"synagogue" instead of  the term then preferred by the
Reform movement, "temple," suggests that he was stil l not
reconciled completely to Re form.

And perhaps the officers of the congregation were
unwi l l ing to concede that Messing had "created" the
institution from which he was now taking his final leave.
Afier all, someone had to be running Beth Israel while their
rabbi was soliciting his way across Australia.

"Honte" ot Last
As Messing prepared to return to Chicago in 1890.

he rellected on his time in Califomia. "ln looking back now
upon the many years of  my administrat ion here.  and
consider ing the numerous try ing hours,  remembering t l re
many sleepless nights.  the obscured vexat ious days, the
cares. the troubles and mortifications my opponenls caused
me, I must restrain my feelings of resentment towards them
and will only mention now the good I have experienced."
One assunrc: that on Yom Kippur these opponents were
fbrgiven. though onc is inclined to suspect that if indeed

Messing did forgive, he surely did not forget.
So in 1890, f i f ty  years old,  Aron J.  Messing

retumed to Chicago and to Congregation B'nai Sholom for
the thi rd and last  t ime. He served unt i l  the merger wi th
Temple Israel in 1906, when he became Rabbi Emeritus
with the installation of Gerson B. Levi as the first rabbi of
the united congregation. Messing died in 1916, stil l Rabbi
Emeritus of B'nai Sholom Temole Israel. He never went to
Califomia or to Australia, or even to Peoria again. f

Strange History of
B'nai Sholom Congregation

Congregation B'nai Sholom, the one Rabbi Aron
Messing served with so many interuptions, was Chicago's
second Jewish congregation. It was founded in 1849 as a
break-olT f rom the pioneer KAM at a t ime when there
real ly weren' t  enough Jews rn Chicago to support  two
congregat ions.  Consequent ly,  i t  existed in a bare bones
fashion for nearly twenty years without its own building
and without an ordained rabbi.

Its organization was the result of social and, to a
lesser degree, religious differences among the German Jews
at KAM. The ruling element there were Jews from Bavaria
and nearby German states. They looked down upon the
German-speaking Jews from Prussia,  which had been
enlarged by taking over huge portions of Poland. These
Prussian Jews fel t  such sl ights keenly enough to break
away and form Kehilath B'nai Sholom or KBS, as it was
known in its earlier years.

KBS met in a series of rented rooms and halls after its
initial services over a clothing store on Lake Street. It put its
resources of the time into a more necessary burial ground at
what is now Jewish Graceland (stil l extant on Clark Street
near Irving Park) rather than into a synagogue building.
Only in 1864, after fifteen years, were members able to
build a building at Harrison and Federal Streets, which, of
course, they lost soon after in the Chicago Fire of 1871.

After the fire it took five years before enough funds
were raised for a new building, further south on Michigan
Avenue and Fourteenth Street. That edifice was outgrown
by 1890, and the now burgeoning congregation moved to a
larger bui ld ing just  vacated by i ts old r ival ,  KAM. This
building, at lndiana Avenue and Twenty-sixth Street, served
until well afier B'nai Sholom's I906 merger with the much
younger Temple Israel.

In l9 l4 the combined congregat ion completed a
large building on Michigan Avenue and Fifty-third Street,
which housed i t  at  the f ime of  i ts  merger wi th Temple
Isaiah in 1923.

The resul t ing congregat ion was known as Isaiah
Israel, and B'nai Sholom's identity was further submerged.
It is ironic that B'nai Sholom's final metanrorphosis camc
later. in 197 1 . when it was rejoined as a part ol lsaiah Israel
with KAM, the very congregation it broke away from at ils
birth well over a cenlury belbre. I .J.S.T



Lillian Herstein
Subject of Article
in Labor Magazine

hose i ' r terested in local  Jewish
history wil l be pleased to learn that
Li l l ian Herstein,  cducator.  labor

leader, activist and advocale ol women's
righls and many other social causes. is the
subject of an extensive article in the April.
i989, issue of Labor's Hcritage. a quarterly
journal published by the Meany Archives
ol Ihe American Federation of Larbor.

Al lhough.cholar ly in tone. the
piece by Lester Engelbrccht is replete with
anecdotes and details which convey the wit
and sparkle she displayed throughoul her
long life. She died in l983..just a t 'ew years
short of reaching her hundredth birthday.
entcrtaining and aniculate to the end. Alter
her ninetieth year. it was sli l l  possible to
mcel hcr on a CTA bus returning from a
meet ing concerned with one or anolher
social problem. as verbal and as vital as
ever.

One ol the sources for the anicle
was an interview with her old Iriend and
counselor in good causes. Leon Despres.
u hu spokc rl rhc Sr-reicty' '  April mcelin!.

.J.S. l

Hears Despres on
Jewish Politicians
April Meeting Offers
Ane cdote s, As s e s sments

n- l  l rc lJrFe. l  menrber turnout ot- lhe

I  yerrr  r t lendcd th( Apnl  l . l rd So( icr)
L rncclin! :rl Con!relxlion B nlr Zron.

Members can'le in largc numbers to hcar
lbrmcr Aldcrman Leon Desprcs dlscuss
Jewish polit icians ol the past seventy years.
They were not disappointed.

Relying pr imari ly on his long
nremory and his l irst hand knowledge ol a
great nlany polit icians. Desprcs managed to
include a larg€ numbei ol ot'f iceholders
whi lc concentrat ing on l ive in part icular
The f ive were Jul ius Rosenwald (not a
pol i l ic ian in the usual  sensc).  Henry
Horner, Jacob Arvey. Earl Bush and Sidney
Yates.

Eramples of Various T,t,pes
He chose those f ivc as among the

best known and also as typical of dif lercnt
strands ol  pol i t ical  achicvement and
behavior In the course of his talk. he also
broughl  in such other pol i t ic ians of  lhe
period as Moe Rosenberg, Morris EIler,
Ben Lindheimer, Abner Mikva. Seymour
Simon, Arthur Berman. Robert Mann. Aron
Jatfee. El l is Levin, Charles Swibel. David
Axelrod and the Marovitz family.

Whi le not over iooking thc
corruption 1o which Jewish as well  as other
pol i t ic  ians arc suscept ib le.  Alderman
Despres (whom no one has ever accuscd of
corrupt ion )  cmphasized the real ly
outstanding and unsul l ied contr ibutions of
Henry Horner and Sidney Yates and found
"Jake" Arvey lo have made some valuable
conlr ibut ions on the local .  statc and
national levels.

Anecdotes Ettliven Prese ntation
In the course of his assessmenls.

lhe .nerker dreu from a l-ur]d ol inl(r( ' \ l in!
anecdotes. personal experiences and pithy
delai ls.  resul t ing in an al together
fasc in at  ing prescntal ion.  Despres was
introduced by Vice Prcsident and Program
Chairman Burl Robin. He also introduccd
the president of Congregation B'nai Zion.
!.r  ho $ elcomed the Society on lhe occ!. ion
oi  the Rogers Palk congregatron s

Former Alderman Oespres, speaker at the
Apti l  Meeting

Phoro bv Mosett€ Schwartz

Montefiore Letter Large Turnout
t,,t,tk\l1"tr t)d4, r

Despre\. lormcr uldermrn :rnd u pruminenl
lawyer.  and his wi fe.  Marion Alschuler
Despres.

Spokesman .for the ,lev's
Moses Montef iore.  cer la in ly thc

mosl respccted |nd besl known Jew of the
nineteenth ccntury.  was a Br i t ish
phi lanthropisr  of  l ta l ian Jcwish descenl .
whose stalus us a Jervish spokesntan ntade
him a successful  in lervener- in wor ldwide
Jewish problenrs and led to audieiccs with
l l re Czar of  Russia,  the Sul tan of  Turkey
and the Pope. and these resul ted in
improvcmcnts in the condit ion of Jews rn
several countr ies.

Chicago Jews named one ol-thcir
f i rsl  Hcbrew lree schools iD his honor. and.
al ler  h is death,  the c i ty named a publ ic
school in his memory. I Record Number of

Joins the Society
New Members

Mr & iV^. Johr tl. Al\.hulcr

Ift O. (ll irl

Itrnr! & Srhh (nndheN

itlr. A MF. Nrrhrn lnnlnin

s the Socicty c loses thc year.  i ts
rrerrrbcrsh ip chairman. Marian
Cutler, announced a record number

of new mernbcrs added dur ing the past
quarler. Shc and we welcome lbrty cight
indir  idur ls ind couplc\  \  ho *  i rh to usr ist
in th€ el'forls ol the Society to preserve and
.hare lhe hr\ror)  o l  Jeu i .h Chieagu.

Once again these addit ions bring
the total membership to a new high.

Vr. & M^. Nrrhxr l'!\\

Slirl.\ .( Frcd RL.hl(r

Chrr lc\  & Crnn Sr. ! .

, \ lc \ rnd$ H. Znni i . r rhn

Mrrian Cutler
Mcmbcrship Chairman\ever) l ieth inniversary. r .J.s. l



1989 SUMMER TOURS
The Society is pleased to announce three exciting Sunday hisroric Jewish bus tours.

All tours are on air-conditioned coaches. Checks must accompany reservations.
ADVANCE RESERVATIONS ARE N ECSSSARY.

l . July 9,1e8e CHICAGO JEWISH ROOTS
Guide: Dr. lrving Cutler

A sentimental journey to Maxwell Street, Lawndale, Humboldt Park. Logan Square, Albany Park. and Rogers Park.
THIS TOUR lS SOLD OUT EVERY SUMMER-RESERVE EARLY! Only I pick-up location.

l2:30 - Bemard Horwich JCC, 3003 W. Touhy.....Retum 4:30
Members: Adult - $|2 Child - $6 ("Child" = anyone through high school age)
Non-Mem: Adutt  -  $ 15 Chi ld -  $7

l l .  July 30, 1989 ON THE SHORE
Guides: Leah Axelrod. Norman Schwartz

Tour our neighbors to the north. Travel to Waukegan, Kenosha and Racine. Learn about each of the Jewish
communities. explore their areas and visit in their synagogues. LUNCH INCLIJDED IN FEE.

9:00 - Marriott Horel.540 N. Michigan RUSH STREET ENTRANCE - 6:OO
9:30 - Bernard Horwich JCC, 3003 W. Touhy.....Retum 5:30
Members: Adult - $2ti Child - $23
Non-Mem: Adul t  -  $33 Chi ld -  $28

l l l . Aus. 20, 1e8e SIGNIFICANT SYNAGOGUES
OF THE SOUTH SIDE

Guides: Mark Mandle, Jessica Young
Explore the south side to see and hear how neighborhoods, people or architecture made certain congregations unique
and special. Stops will be possible at some sites.

l2:30 - Bemard Horwich JCC, 3003 W. Touhy.....Retum 4:30
l:00 - Marriott Hotel,540 N. Michigan, RUSH STREET ENTRANCE - 4:00
Members:  Adul t  -  $12 Chi ld -  $6
Non-Mem: Adul t  -  $ l5 Chi ld -  $7

1989 SUMMER TOUR RESERVATION FORM
Mail Reseryations To: Leah Axclrocl. 2l(X) Linden Avenue. Highland Purk. IL 6(X)35

Name_Phone _lDayl_lNightl

lJ Mcnbcr CJHS E Ducs Included

Cily

Indicalc bclow ho\ rDany lor elch tour and whcrc you wil l bc picked upl
July 9: _Ailull _Child Pick-up only at Bernard Horwich JCC
July 30: _Adull Child Pickup: _Horwich JCC _Marriorr
Aug.20: _Adull _Child Pickup: _Horwich JCC _Marlioll

TOURS MUST BE PREPAID

Zip-' lSce over lbr dues schedulc. Join & enjoy mcrrbcrs lour r{lcs.l

Arrount Encloscd: $
FOR INFORMATION CALL LEAH AXELROD.4]2 7(X)3 OR CJHS OFFICE. 663..5634


