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THO NEl.| BUS TOURS OFFERED BY THE SOCIETY THIS SUI.II.IER
REPEAT or Cuttrn Vrsrr ro FonmEn
JrwrsH NerensonHooos Is Aueusr 9

The Societyrs summer schedule of  bus
tours,  one of  i ts  most popular act iv i t ies,
has alredy been announced to members and
reservat ions are current ly being accepted
according to Tour Chairman Leah Axelrod.

The 1987 schedule includes two ent i re-
' r . ,  , ,^11 a tanoar nfLJ

that  perennial  se1lout,  "Chicago Jewish
Roots,"  of fered by Dr.  I rv ing Cut ler .

Exploring Pocket Cotrmunit ies

The new half-day tour h'i11 examine
several  South s ide "pocket"  Jewish conmuni-
t ies,  set t lements of  Jews outside the nain
Southside ones, which were c lustered near
the lake. The tour wi l l  take place on
Sunday, June 28, and wj.11 include such
south and southwest neighborhoods as Br igh-
ton Park,  Scottsdale,  Chicago Lawn and
Roseland. I t  wi l l  be narrated by Mark Man-
dle, a Society board rnernbe r and former of-
f icer who grew up on the South s ide.

Pickup for the Southside Pocket Com-
nuni t ies tour wi l l  be at  12:30 PM at the
Horwich Center and at  1:00 PM at the Rush
Street entrance of  the Marr iot t  Hotel  wi th
return to pickup poincs scheduled for 5:00
and 4:30 PM. Tour fees wi l l  be $11.00 for
members and $14.00 for non-members;  $5.00
for members'  chi ldren of  h igh school  age or
less,  96.00 for chi ldren of  non-members.

The July 19 tour wi l l  be an al l -day
tour to Ligonier,  Indiana, to examine rural

Jewish l i fe in America and the rural

roots of  some Chicago Jewish fami l ies.  Led

lcontinued on Page u]

LIGoNIER TOUR OTTENS PARTICIPANTS
A Loor AT RURAL JEWISTI ROOTS

The suromer tour to Ligonier, Indiana,
which the Society has planned for July 19,
wi l l  of fer  sonething ent i re ly di f ferent
from the usual  schedule of  tours,  according
to Leah Axelrod, tour chairman,

"A11 our olher tours have been urban
in nature,  even those to Mi lwaukee, ' r  said
Mrs.  Axelrod. "This tour wi l l  exanine the
rural roots of sorne farnilies which have
since become prominenE in Chicago.
I t  wi l l  a lso be the f i rst  tour to include
dinner,  which we hope to share wi th an
Anish comruni ty in Indiana.I '

The tour wi l l  include a presentat ion
of background nater ia l  enroute by Cbar les
Bernstein,  Society board menbers and former
program chairman, and Mrs.  Axelrod as wel l
as couments on the scene by Joseph Levine,
execut ive secretary of  the lndiana Jewish
Histor ical  Society,  who wi l l  a lso serve as
tour guide in Ligonier.

The group wi l l  v is i t  the "Jewish Room"
of the publ ic l ibrary,  the old tenple
bui ld ing (which is now on the Nat ional
Register of  Histor ic Places) and the Jewish
cemetery where 180'  persons-- the only Jews
lef t  in Ligonier--are bur ied .

The al l -day tour wi l l  be by air-condi-
t ioned bus. Part ic ipants are expected to
br ing a sack lunch. Dinner at  the restau-
rant EainEained by the Amish community at
Nappanee is included in the fee of  $36.00
for menbers and $39.00 for non-members.
Eecause capaci ty is l imi ted, Mrs.  Axelrod
reconmends prompt reservat ions.  See the
reservat ion form on page 11,
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President I  s l le s s age

TEN DowN AND DECADES To Go;
EXAI,IINING OUR OwN HIsToRv

We are ten years old!  Whi le that  is
only a smaII  part  of  the rnore Ehan I40
years of  Chicgo Jewish history \ , r i th
which we are fami l iar ,  i t  is  s igni f icant
because of  the many contr ibut ions the
Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society has made
in discover ing and preserving that history.

In lhe ten years of  our existence, we
have had thir ty tours to areas of  Jewish

President
SchBartz

interest  in metropol  i tan Chicago, cover ing
the North,  West and South s ides of  the
ci ty and the suburbs.  We have had f i f ty-
one meet ings on topics of  Jewish concern:
some with a rel ig ious aspect,  others
str ict ly secular,  but  a lmost always his-
tor ical  in nature,  Some were about inst i -
tut ions and oEhers abou! indiv iduals.
They show \dhat the contr ibut ion of  the Jew-
ish people has been to the community in
most al l  phases of  l i fe f rom sports to
business to medicine to law to phi lan-
thropy.

We have had eight exhibi ts,  t \ . ro
roundtables;  we have taken or col lected
over one hundred oral  h istor ies and pr int-
ed thi r ty- f ive exci t ing bul let ins fu11 of
art ic les about many aspecls of  the c i ty 's
Jewish segment.  We act  as a resource for
local  ,  nat ional  and internat ional  groups
and persons.

lJe have col lected archival  mater ia ls
which we deposi ted in the Chicago Jewish
Archives.  We have addressed synagogue
groups, schools and other Jewish organiza-
t ions about Chicago Jewish history.

We lrant to thank the many speakers
who have donated their  t ime to te1l
the story of  their  own act iv i t ies or that

EreHr MrilsERs ARE REsLATED
FoR SocTEry,s BoARD oF DIREcToRs

In an annual  r i tual  of  renewal ,  the
Society chose approximately one-third of
i ts board of  d i rectors at  the May 31
x0eet ing at  Spertus Col lege. Scheduled for
re-elect ion for  three-year terms were eight
present directors renqminated by the nonin-
at ing conni t tee.

Those slated fo!  terms ending in 1990
were Leah Axelrod, I rv ing Cut ler ,  Marian
Cut ler ,  Jan Hagerup, Mark Mandle,  Els ie
Orl insky,  Shir ley Sorkin and Sidney Sorkin.

They, together wi th the of f icers and
cont inuing board members Char les Bernstein,
So1 Brandzel ,  Clare Greenberg, Adele Hast,
Rachel  Heiutovics,  Joseph Levinson, Burt
Robin,  Muriel  Robin,  Walter Roth,  Mosel Ie
Schwartz,  Mi l ton Shulman, Elaine Suloway
and Irwin Suloway const i tute the Societyrs
governing group.

Cont inuing CJHS off icers include Nor-
man Schwartz,  president;  Dor is Minsky,
v ice-president;  Rulh Brandzel ,  secretary;
and Herman Draznin,  t reasurer.

So1 Brandzel  served
of the nominat ing conmictee.

as chairman

LAST CHANCE To REHEw
A last  chance to cont inue to get Soci-

ety News, to get reduced surnrne r  tour rates
and to get CJHS meet ing not ices is being
offered to those who have neglected
to pay their  1987 dues. But rhey should
hurry.  Those st i11 in arrears on JuIy I
wi l l  be dropped frou the mai l ing l is t ,  ac-
cording to Meurbership Chairman Marian Cut-
1er.

of  their  inst i tut ions.  We r4rant to thank
the people who have spent t ime giv ing us
oral  h istor ies.  We want to thank our 1oya1
rnembers (eighty have been with us s ince
our founding) for  the cont inuing support .
A special  thank you is due those whose
extra conCribuEions have enabled us
to provide addi t ional  services to the Jew-
:  

^L ^ -__. - -  i  
- - ,r r"  LUnN'uLrr  Ly .

FinaIIy,  a word of  thanks to those who
have served on lhe Board of  Directors of
the Society,  g iv ing generously of  their
t ine,  and enabl ing us to reach this day
from which we can go folward in strength
and cont inue our work.

--Norman D. Schwart  z



SEVERAL UNUSUAL ITEI{S ARE GIVEN
TO SOCIETY FOR PRESERVATION

VlnrerY oF I'IATERIALs Rgrtect
AspEcrs or Local Jewrsn Lrre

Among recent contr ibut ions to the So-
ciety for  possible placement in the
Chicago Jewish Archives are several  i tems
of more than typical  interest .

They include a long let ter  wr i t ten by
the author Meyer Levin,  a cur ious bound
volume detai l ing the history of  Chicago
Hadassah, a col lect ion of  nater ia ls relat-
ing to Chicagots oldest congregat ion,  and
some Sunday School  award pins.

Levin Letter Discusses Re s idence s

The let ter  f rom Meyer Levin was wri t -
ren in 195i  rh i r rw vaars af ter  Levin had
wri t ten The Old Bunch, a c lassic novel  of
Jewish l i fe on the old West Side, and was
addressed to Nathan Kaplan, a rnember of  the
Society,  who was seeking the exact Chicago
locat ions r^rhere Levin had l ived when wri t -
ing the book.

Levin,  whose memory wa6 not too c lear
on the issue, wrote a long, informal 1et-
ter ,  both typed and hand wri t ten,  over a
per iod of  t ime dur ing which bi ts of
informat ion were dredged up and added. He
reoinisces about an Independence Boulevard
house in which he l ived with his fami ly as
well as about Kenwood and Hyde Park flats
he occupied as a Universi ty of  Chicago
denizen.

Hadassah History Includes Biographies

The history of  the Chicago chapter of
I ladassah was apparent ly pr inted in the rnid-
Thir t ies and was bound at  the top l ike a
stenographer 's notebook. I t  was wri t ten in
a two-column format per page--one in Eng-
l ish and one in Yiddish,  the forrner being
an interest ing combinat ion of  f lowery lang-
uage and immigrant id ioms and usage.

The short  volume also contains
detai led biographies,  wi th photos,  of  sev-
eral  men who were act ive local  Zionists,
including Yehuda Bleaden, Jacob Mi11er,  S.B.
Komaiko, Dr.  A.P. Kadison, Rev. Morr is New-
nan, Isaac Marks and Meyer Sider.

This unusual  volume was donated by
long-time member Anna Reich and her
son, Dr.  Jerome Reich.

Founrn ANNUAL llgmsEns 0nly Bnuncn
Helo lr SPERTUS Cor-leee lthv 31

The Societyts fourth annual  brunch was
held Sunday, May 31, at  Spertus Col lege in
conjunct ion ni th the annual  meet ing,  The
lavish brunch was open to members only.

The day's act iv i t ies included a br ief
report  on the year 's accompl ishments by
President Nornan Schwartz,  the elect ion of
eight persons to the Societyrs board of
directors and a program, "A Musical  Treat,"
by Noah Marcell accompanied by members of
his fami ly.

"Mr.  Marcel l 's  presenrat ion of  a s imi-
lar  program at the 1985 brunch was so wel l
received, "  said Program Chairman Burt
Robin,  " that  we were happy to be able to
arrange a reappearance this year. ' r

Food arrangements were handled by the
Society 's Hospi ta l i ty Chairman, Shir ley
Sorkin.

"The brunch, generously subsidized
fron our t reasury,  is  a smal l  way of  saying
thank you to those whose membership in the
Society make our existance possible,"  said
President Schwartz.  "We welcome al l  to
nost of  our act iv i t ies,  but  those act iv i -
t ies would not take place i f  i t  were
not for  the loyal ty of  our hundreds of
dues-paying members.  We are grateful  to
then. "

KAM Memorabil ia frorn Society Board Member

ltems acquired from Society board rnern-
ber Joseph Levinson were mainly memorabi l ia
of  KAM (now KAM Isaiah Israel)  synagogue,
the f i rst  congregat ion in IL l inois.  They
include histor ies of  I (AM wri t ten on signi-
f icant anniversar ies,  a test imonial  to a
Nineteenth century president who had served
twenty-two years in that  posi t ion,  a let ter
f ron Rabbi Emi l  G. Hirsch of  Chicago Sinai
Congregat ion and an 1895 marr iage l icense
of a Numa Lachmann and Annie Wolf.

Menber Daniel  Pinkus contr ibuted pins
bear ing an enameled l ikeness of  the former
Washington Boulevard Teurple (now Oak
Park Ternple) bui ld ing.  These pins were
given some f i f ty to s ixty years ago to
chi ldren who had perfect  at tendance or
otherwise excel led in the congregat ionrs
rel  ig ious school  .

Persons or organizat ions who wish to
contr ibute archival  mater ia ls to the Soci-
ety are encouraged to phone Norman Schwartz
at  944-4444 or to contact  rhe CJHS off ice.



BOOK ON ANIXTER FAI*IILY IIIPRESSIVE
ACHIEVEI'IENT IN GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH

INCLUDES HISToRY AND COLLECTION

OF PHoTos, CLIPPINGS AND EXTRACTS

Torah and Technology: The History and Gen-

ealogy of  the Anixter Family by Char les B.
Bernstein and Stuart  L.  Cohen. Chicago,
1986 .  $100 .00 .

Among the hundreds of innigrant Jew-
ish farni l ies which have at ta ined prominence

and Ieadership in Chicago, those stenming
from rabb i  s-- t rad i t  ional  ly  the educated
ar istocracy of  Jewry--are perhaps the most

interest ing.  And this volurne is concerned
with the descendants of  such a Li thuanian
rabbi ,  Rabbi  Yi tzhak Isaac Anixter,  whose
f ive chi ldren came to th is country in the
Nineteenth century,  spread across the

conl inent and have produced slore than 1,200

descendants.

Text Traces Family History

The authors have painstakingly t raced

the growth and dispersion of  the Anixters

and their  noteworthy achievements in a

var iety of  f ie lds including such disparate
ones as the electr ic and electronics in-

dustry,  the dairy business, feLt  products,

rnedic ine, law and publ ic service.
In a real  tour de force, the authors

have assembled a rnul t i facered volume which

includes hundreds of  pages of  h istor ical

tex!  and fami ly anecdotes as wel l  as hun-

dreds more reproducing photographs'  news

cl ippings and extracts f rom books and docu-

ments which v isual ly t race the fani ly

history.

Genealogical  Table Most Impress ive

What const i tutes the real  heart  of  the

book is the genealogical  compi lat ion of

over I  ,200 Anixter fami ly members .

This inforrnat ion,  impeccably organized and
annotated, is a rnodel  of  i ts  k ind most im-
pressive for  i ts completeness in deal ing
with a faur i ly  spread over twenty-three
states.  I t  is  supplemented by an alphabet-
ical  index and by a fani ly t ree for each of

the f ive i rnmigrant Anixter s ib l ings'  who
produced among them thir ty- f ive chi ldren.

Of part icular inEerest  to our readers

is the fu l1 t reatment of  the relat ively

srnal l  Chicago branch of  the fami ly '

RIssT GursrEIN, HISToRIAN oF 1gTH
CEnrunv JswnY, DEAD AT 82

Chicago lost  an eminent scholar of
local  Je\^r ish history Lr i th the deaEh of
Rabbi Morr is A. cutstein in Apr i l .
Rabbi  cutstein,  who died in Flor ida at  the
age of  e ighty-two, achieved much in several
areas dur ing his long career but is

best known to studencs of  Chicago Jewish
history for  h is book, The Pr iceless Her i -
tage: The Epic Growth of  Nineteenth Century
Chicago Jewry.

Lrtr i le his history deals only wi th the

Nineteenth Century,  i t  s tands alone in i ts

systemat ic coverage'  especial ly of  Eastern

European imnigrants to Chicago.

"That volume, an indispensable re-

source for 1oca1 histor ians,  has been the

standard work in i ts f ie ld for  over th i r ty
years" said CJHS President Norman Schwartz.

"The society is grateful  to Rabbi  Gutstein

not only for  h is work as a loca1 histor ian

but also for  the assistance and encourage-

nent he has given our organizat ion over

the years,  "
His essay, "The Roots and the Bran-

ches,"  in the caEalog Fai lh and Form, an

exhibi t  of  synagogue archi tecture in 111i-

nois held at  Spertus Museum in 1976, of-
fers a tantal iz ing gl impse of  what he might

have achieved had he been able to extend

his ear l ier  h istory through the Twent ieth

Century .

Rabbi  Gutstein,  a ninth generat ion

descendant of  the Baal  Shem Tov, was rabbi

emeri tus of  Congregat ion Shaare Tikvah and

had also served as spir i tual  leader of

the former Humboldt  Boulevard Temple and

the louro Synagogue in Newport ,  Rhode Is-

1and, the oldest synagogue bui ld ing in

America. - -T T q

which was dest ined to f lour ish and to pro-

vide generat ions of  success and leadership
for both the Jewish and the broader conmun-
i ty.

This oversized volume of  rnore than one

thousand pages rePresents prodigious re

search and const i tu les an achievement sel-

dorn i f  ever at ta ined in the necessar i ly

di f f icul t  f ie ld of  Jewish genealogy.

Scott  Anixcer,  Ehe Chicagoan who conmis-

sioned and underwrote the work '  should be

more than pleased with the resul ts '

- - l rwin J.  SulowaY



HOl,l A RABBI'S DEATH ABOLISHED RULE AGAINST SUI{DAY FUNERALS

DISCREET l.|tnepulLtre I,|ADE 0gseRvance
0r Onrnouox PRAcTIcE PoSSIBLE

By Irwin Sulohtay

Funerals are of  course a t ime for
grieving, and grief was widespread among
the Jewish West Side in July of  1923 when
it  becane necessary to bury one of  i ts  most
prominent orthodox rabbis,  Mordecai  Zevin,
longtime leader of the Anshe Lubavitch
Synagogue on Fi f teenth Street and Cl i f ton
Park (now Drake) Avenue. Indeed, according
to newspaper reports of  the t ime, 20,000
mourners at tended his funeral  ,  which by the
t ime i t  took place had become a celebrated
cause,

Yet the long-term effect  of  that  fun-
eral  was to be a happy one, for  i t  solved a
probl-em that had been plaguing orthodox
Chicago Jews for years.  The problen was
sinple to understand but di f f icul t  to
solve.

Religious Law vs Union Ruleg

No Jew is ever bur ied on Saturday; no
observant orthodox Jew can be embalmed; and
orrhodox pract ice cal ls for  bur ia l  wi th in
twenty-four hours of  death.  Thus, an or-
thodox Jew who dies on a Fr iday or a
Saturday must be bur ied wi th in twenty-four
hours af ter  Shabbat is over.  However,  by
the 1920rs local  l ivery dr ivers were union-
ized, and their  ru les prevented the use of
vehic les and dr ivers for  Sunday funerals.

hrhen Rabbi Zevin was so unfortunate as
to die on a Fr iday,  union rules required
that his funeral  be held no sooner than
Monday, f lout ing rel ig ious law and creat ing
a preservat ion problem in midsunmer weath-

The Protest  Begins

The fani ly and elders of  the congrega-
t ion were determined that the pious
and respected rabbi  should be bur ied on
Sunday in accordance with Jewish law and
decided to seek special  approval  f rom the
l iver)rmen's union for the use of  a hearse
and other vehic les.

The union president was not avai lable;
the secretary,  a former alderman, would not
be moved. Efforts by Congressman A. J.
Sabath were unavailing, and the nourners
decided to use a s inple t ruck i f  necessary

to take the body lhe seven miles to Jewish
l.laldheim and to use private vehicles for
the imediate mourners.

The "Tr ibune" to the Rescue

Then someone remenbered the power of
the press.  The Chicago Tr ibune was
enl isted, the union was reminded by th is
powerful nenspaper how unfavorable publici-
ty would ref lect  upon i t  and a hearse and
dr iver (but no mournerst  cars) were forth-
coming .

The union's resolve had been broken.
After Sunday, July 29, 1923, rhe day Rabbi
Zevin was buried in the Anshe Lubavitch
Cenetery of DesPlaines Avenue (wher'e he
rests today in an imposing mausoleurn),  i t
soon becane possible for  any Jew to be
bur ied on a Sunday. I t rs st i l l  somewhat
di f f icul t  (a special  perrni t  must be
secured) and more expensive (with overtisre
pay for most enployees involved),  but  or-
thodox Jewish law need not be f louted.

For this happy circumstance we o\re a
vote of  thanks to the mi l i tant  mourners of
a highly respected Chicago rabbi .

Note: An article elsewtrere in r}ris issre looks at the
Rabbi hinself ad scre of his rnny descerdants.

NEtl LrFE AND REGULAR MEilsens
Anr llelcoreD BY rHE Socrerv

The Society wishes to reelcone and to
. thank i ts f i rst  l i fe members,  two long-t j .me
supporters of  i ts  act iv i t ies,  Fern Gold-
stein and Morr is Shapiro.  They are the
f i rst  to enrol1 themselves in th is ne\t ly-
estbl ished category,  avai lable for  a dona-
t ion of  $1,000 per person.

We also welcome the follorring new mem-
bers who have jo ined dur ing the past sever-
al  weeks. Their  jo in ing our group indi-
cates their  interest  in the preservat ion of
Chicago's Jewish history and their  desire
to part ic ipate in the many entertaining
and educat ional  act iv i t ies of  the organiza-
t  ion.

Betty l{. Barnet
Stuart L. Cohen
Lil l ian Levy
Debbie Lips i tz
Richard & Elaine Silberuan
Ruth L' sinons 

--Marian cutrer
Menbership Chairman



l.lHY ALL THE FUSS ABoUT THIS RABBI'S FUNERAL AllYHo}l?

LTTTIE KNowN ToDAY ABoUT RABBI
ZEvTIT; DescenolNrs SEEK INFoRI4ATIoN

The man r^'hose death in 1923 caused a
major change in Chicago funeral  pract ice
was no ordinary person. (For the story of
the funeral  change, see the previous page. )
He was, of  course, a rabbi  and an important
one, but whaE was there about Mordecai
Zevin that  urade him, in death,  the David
L'ho conquered the powerful  Gol iath of  the
Liveryrnanrs Union and eventual ly guaranteed
that orthodox Chicago Jews could be bur ied
within the t ime l imi ts prescr ibed by anci-
ent law ?

We are not real ly sure and that is
why his descendants today are st i l1
seeking information from anyone who can add
to the story.  This much, however,  is  known.

Led Anshe Lubavi tch Congregat ion

We do know that Mordecai  Ben Yi tzhak
Zevin came to Chicago from Lubavirch,  Rus-
sia,  around 1.900 and that he served for
more than trrcnty years unt i l  h is death as
rabbi  of  the Anshe Lubavi tch Synagogue.
There is a good chance lhat  he was the
f i rst  rabbi  and even the founder of  the
congregat ion in one of  i ts  var ious incarna-
t  ions .

According to the standard histor ical
sources, Anshe Lubavi tch was always
one of  the smal ler  or thodox congregat ions,
almost a st iebel ,  both when i t  was on Max-
rrel l  Street in the ear ly years and even
after World War I ,  nhen i t  had moved to
1500 Cl i f ton Park (now Drake) Avenue. Be-
ing chassidic in r i tual  (a l though ni ld ly so
by present standards),  i ts  appeal  was 1im-
i ted,  Yet i ts rabbi  was, apparent ly,  a
widely-respec ted and wel l -known Jewish
leader.

20 000 Attended His Funeral

At his funeral  in 1923, i f  the Jew-
ish Cour ier is to be bel ieved, 20,000 Jews
gathered on Douglas Boulevard and hundreds
of cars took rBourners to the cemetery.
In part  th is was due to the fact  that  i t
was the f i rst  Jewish funeral  to be held on
a Sunday, but tht  could hardly have been
the r.rhol e answer .

The Chicago Tribune had printed an
obi tuary wi th a photograph before i t  en-

The coEtroversy over his funeral 65
years ago is rhat brought Rabbi Xordecai
Zevin to our attention, but fbough virtu-
a1ly forgotten today, he ryas apparentljr
quite a "nacher" in his time. This article
recouDts uhat little rre know about bim and
his obscure s)magogue. Ilho can tell us
[ore about either?

tered into the quest ion of  when his
funeral  should be held.  Another art ic le
stated that the Mayor of  Chicago had con-
sul ted hin on occas ion.
Barely Ment ioned in Histor ies

Perhaps the best answers to the ques-
t ion of  how his prominence was at ta ined are
from an edi tor ia l  in the Cour ier,  af ter  h is
funeral  ,  which praised his outstanding per-
sonal i ty,  demeanor and appearance, the aura
of peace he projected and his scholar ly and
1 inguist ic achievenents.

Varous histor ies of  1oca1 Jewry say
1i t t le about hin:  Bregstone singles him out
as a founder of  the Misrachi ,  the rel ig ious
Zionists;  Mishkin refers to hiur in a l is t
of  leading orthodox rabbi .s of  h is t ine.
But Rabbi  Zevin lef t  beuind nore than a
reputat ion and a smal1,  struggl ing congre-
gat ion .

List Family Nanes

His descendants are legion. The rabbi
had seven chi ldren by two wives. One, Men-
del ,  apparent ly becaure,  l ike his father,  a
chassidic rabbi  whose d6ath in 1953 was
mourned in a personal  let ter  of  condolence
wri t ten to the fami ly by the Lubavi tcher
Rebbe Menachem M. Schneerson, Like their
father,  the chi ldren produced large fan-
i l ies,  and the four generat ions of  the
Zevin fami ly which fo l lowed the rabbi  have
numbered more than 125 indiv iduals accord-
ing to a fami ly t ree in the possession
of the rabbi 's great-grandson and CJHS mem-
ber Burt Fainman.

Aruong the names represented on
the tree in addi t ion to Zevin and the var i -
ant  Sevin are Rome, Zi f f ,  Rish,  Cromer,
Pevsner,  Horwitz,  Fainman, Rubenstein,
Hart f ie ld,  Shore,  Myers,  Margol is,  Cholo-
denko, Kubl in,  L issner,  Rosset,  Yastrow,

lcontinued on next pageJ



Chicagors ol/ l,n Lubavitcher rabbi,
Mordecai Zevin, wlth his second wife
and three younger sons.

}JHlr Is rHE AcruAL NAilE oF OuR
0loesr Svnneoeue? We'Rr Nor Sune

By Joseph Lev i  ns on

"Whatrs in a name?" quer ied Wi l l iam
Shakespeare in his t ragic play,  Romeo and
Jul  iet  .

In the case of  the oldest synagogue in
T11inois,  the above query raises an
interest ing quest ion .  When K.A,M. (dur-

rent ly K.A.M. Isaiah Israel)  was founded in
November,  1847, i t  was intended that there
be establ ished a "Congregat ion of  the Men
of the West,"  or  Kehi lath Anshe Maarav,
Hol 'ever,  some t ime af ter  i ts founding,
"Maaravr"  the Hebrew word for West,  was
somehow changed to "Mayriv, " the Hebrew
word for evening.

Many pert inent references there af  ter
gave credence to th is change in t i t l ing'
The corporate charter issued by the State
of I l l inois includes "Mayr iv"  in the cor-
porate name. The cemetery establ ished by
the congregat ion has always been known as
Mount Mayr iv Cemetery. The American
Jewish Archives in Cincinnat i  catalogue
docuEentary and other memorabi l ia as those
of Kehi lath Arshe Mayr iv.  A11 other refer-

ences, publ icat ions,  documents,  etc.  con-
tain the s ame t i t l ing.

Some of the ear l ier  references, how-
ever,  made not long af ter  the founding by
Anglo-Jewish newspapers of  the t ime such
as the Occident and lhe Asmonean, show Ehe
quest ioned designat ion as "Maarab" or

"Maarabh,"  evident ly var iants of  "Maarav,"
the word for West.

The matter of  the var iat ion in spel l -

}lHo l.| ls Ttus RlssI? (Cont'o)

Icontinued from Prevj-ous Page]

Weiner,  Kenis,  Shuman, Fagelson, Zismett
and Grodzin.  Qui te a mishpochah!

Congregat ion Is Gone

As for the congregat ion,  i ts  history
subsequent to Rabbi  Zevin 's death is not
completely c1ear.  I t  was st i l l  in i ts Lawn-
dale locat ion in 1928, and beginning in the
1950's there appears in director ies an
Agudas Anshe Lubavi tch Synagogue in Rogers
Park on Paul ina Avenue; bul  i t  is  no longer

in existence, at  least  not at  that  loca-

t  ion.
The word "Lubavitcher" is today almost

pre-empted by the r igorous chassidic
bel iefs preached by " the" Lubavi tcher Rabbi

Schneerson in Brooklyn.  In an ear l ier  day,

however,  Chicago had a gent ler  var iety of

chassidic leadership in the person of  our

own Lubavi tcher rabbi ,  Mordecai  Zevin.

-- l rwin Suloway

ing might wel l  be an academic one since the
congregat ion has general ly been known by
i ts in i t ia ls,  K.A.M.,  appl icable whichever
version of  the word is correct .

Apropos of  the disr inct ion between

"Congregat ion of  the men of  the West,"

which \ . 'as intended, and "Congregat ion of

the Men of  the Evening,"  which has somehow

resul ted,  imagine the embarrassment which

mighc have resul ted had the members

of the then Sisterhood been ca11ed " ladies
of the Evenine !  "
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HOl{ II.II.IIGRANT JE}|S TOOK CARE OF

OLo Consrrrurron Terrs How HEALTH
INSURANcE 0pEnnteo 75 Yelns Aeo

Anong the i tems recent ly given to the
archives was an interest ing booklet  con-
taining the const i tut ion of  the Kovner Ver-
ein,  a f raternal  group formed by imrigranfs
from Kovno, Li thuania.  The interest  l ies
not in the usual  " legalese" of  const i tu-
t ions bu! in the insight i t  g ives into the
phi losophy of  the group and i ts approach to
what is knor{ 'n today as heal th insurance.

The unusual  booklet ,  dat ing probably
from about 1913 when the group was formed,
conEains the wording of  the const i tut ion
in two forms: once in the Engl ish language
wri t ten in the Engl ish alphabet and again
in the Engl ish language but wr i t ten in He-
brerat  let ters--a not uncommon pract ice in
the years when immigrants had already
learned to speak and understand Engl ish but
could read or wr i te only the Hebrew alpha-
bet learned in the o1d country for  davening
and for Yiddish reading.

The fol lowing excerpts wi l l  convey the
f lavor of  the docunent.

Males On1y.. .or  Not ?

Main Laws, Art  i ,c le 2.
Sec. 1 The purpose of  th is Verein is to
disseminate brother ly love among the
mernbers.
Sec. 2 To aid
or distress.
Sec. 3 To bury
and assist  the
Art ic le 4.

a brother in t ine of  s ickness

a deceased meuber wi th honor
survivors f  inancial ly.

Sec. I  Any male of  sound body, good charac-
ter not under 20 years or over 45 and of
Jewish race can become a rrember of the Ver-
ein.  [Nevertheless,  under "Meet ings" Sec.
10, i t  is  stated "A single woman can
become a member in the Verein." ]

Not Rel  ig ious or Po1i t ical

Art ic le 13.
Sec. 1 The Verein shal l  be c losely guided
by i ts pr inciple and shal l  not  d ivert  the
fundamentals of  lhe Verein to any pol i t i -
ca1 ,  re l ig ious or sectar ian purposes, and
shal l  not  support  or  maintain any inst i tu-
t ion or act iv i ty wi th the except ion of
general  publ ic or Jerr ish undertakings.
Meet ings,  Art ic le 3.

OTHER II'I DAYS BEFORE SOCIAL SECURITY
Sec. 3 When the physic ian favorably passes
on the physical  condi t ion of  the appl icant
he should pay the doctor.  I f  he is rejec-
ted the Verein should pay him.
Sec. 5 I f  a candidate is expel led or suf-
fers f rom chronic s ickness, he can not be-
come a member in the Verein,
Off icers:  Art ic le 4.
Sec. 5 A nenber can be nominated for only
one of f ice i f  present at  the meet ing,  and
must be able to read and wri te,  I r i th the
except ion of  the Marshal l  and inside guard.

$7.00 Weekly Sick Benef i t

Fees and Expenses: Art ic le 6.
Sec. I  The annual  dues of  th is Verein is
$f2,00 a year,  payable $1.00 a month
rn aovance.
Sr.ck Benef i t  and Rel ief :  Art ic le 7.
Sec. I  The sick benef i t  of  th is Verein as
determined by 1aw is $7.00 a week, f ive
weeks a year.
Sick Commit tees: Art  ic le 8.
Sec. 2 Each member of  the s ick commitLee
upon receiv ing a not ice f rom the secretary
to v is i t  an i l l  member should cal l  upon the
said member not less than once a week and
sign his name on the sick memberrs card.
Income :  Art ie le 15.
Sec. I  The money of  the Verein shal l  be
deposi ted in a bank in which the verein has
conf idence and in the name of the Verein.

How To Behave

Ten Cornmandment s for the Verein (actually
11):
1.  Each member should str ive to become
President because this is the only r tay one
can be a useful  member.
4.  Do not be an except ion to the rule.  Do
not be seated whi le everybody else is
s t  and ing--otherwi se you wi l l  at t ract  the
attent ion of  the ent i re Verein.
9.  I t  is  very impract ical  to resign
from the Verein because someone had
insul ted you. The one who ret i res f rom the
batt le is the one who loses the batt le.
11. Do not forget to say rrsei  Gesund'r  to
your brothers and sisters when you bid them
farewel l  af ter  a meet ing.

I  hope you enjoyed this peek into the
past as much as I have. I have the
utmost respect for  th is grouP.

sei Gesund' 
--Norman D. schwartz

EACH



f"lasses of clothing
workers gathered oul-
side a Hart, Schaff-
ner & Marx tailor shop
in 1914.

a1 leadership,  Jewish and non-Jewish com-
munity act iv i t ies and in phi lanthropy.

The conpany became a signi f icanE
source of  emplolanent for  the many Eastern
European Jews arr iv ing in Chicago at  that
t i "me, and thus pLayed an important role in
their  integrat ion into Aner ican l i fe.

Jew vs Jew

EquaI Iy importanL, al though unfortu-
nate,  were the employe r-employee strains
which in 1910 1ed to a bi t ter  str ike at
Hart ,  Schaffner & Marx,  p i t t ing German Jew
agains!  Eastern European Jew both at  th is
f i rm and soon af terwards a!  v i r tual ly al l
the c lothing factor ies in the c i ty.

The resul tant  str i fe was eventual ly
ended largely because Hart ,  Schaffner &
Marx broke ranks with other c lothing manu-
facturers to reach a 1911 agreenent r , r ' i th
the f ledgl ing union and i ts leaders,  Sidney
Hi l lnan and Samuel Levin.  This agreenent
set an admirable pattern for  the industry
and is a landmark in labor history.

The Picture Changes

As t ime went on, the Eastern European
Jews lef t  the c lothing factor ies,  and cor-
porate mergers resul ted in a conglomerate
r^ ' i th no dist inct ly Jewish face. Yet Hart-
marx or,  as i t  remains in many local  minds,
Hart ,  Schaffner & Marx,  retains a s igni f i -
cant place in any history of  Jewish Chica-
go'  

- - I rwin J.  su- loway

RECALL ROLE OF HART, SCHAFFNER & I'IARX IN LOCAL JEWISH HISTORY
STRIKE EXICTNSITEO RELATIONSHIPS
BETWEEN GeRunn, EAST EUROPEAN JEWS

Local  businesses founded by Jewish
entrepreneurs are so numerous Ehat their
creat ion,  anniversar ies and occasional  de-
mises cannot normal ly be noted even by a
Jewish histor ical  society.  And yet there
seen to be a fer , r  except ions.

Now and then a company's history seems
to interact  so int imately wi th that
of  the broader Jewish cornmunity that  i t
cannot be over looked. Such is the case
with the Chicago clothing f i rm of  Hart ,
Schaffner & Marx,  which (  in i ts present
forrn of  Hartmarx) is th is year urarking i ts
centennial  .

A Gerrnan Jewish Cornpany

Founded in 1887 by a group of  German
Jer,r ish immigrants,  the f i rm prospered as
did so many others of  their  compatr iots at
that  t ime. And, typical  1y again,  che own-
ers played important roles in congregat ion-

nre clothing factories established by

local Gernan Jews in the last century be-

came natioually famous and soDe reDain so

today. As ooe of these observes its cen-

tenoial year, the role they played in the

erployment of later Jesish imigrants

from Eastern Europe is here described.
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MARCH FIEETING FEATURED TALK BY
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE PRESIDENT WELL

SoctEtv HELD ITs Frnst SusuRslH
MEETING oN SKoKIE CaTpus

By Norman D. Schwar t  z

On the lovely spr ing Sunday af ternoon
of March 22, 1987, members of  the Chicaso
Jcw.i  sh Hisror ical  Society 

"ere 
t reated io

an outstanding presentat ion by Rabbi
Dr.  Don We11, president of  the Hebrew Theo-
logical  CoLlege, Bet Hamidrash Le Torah.

This meet ing represented the f i rst
venture of  the Chicago Jewish Histor ical
Society outside the c i ty l i rn i ts.  The So-
ciety hopes to schedule other meet inss in
the suburbs Lo acconmodate our widesiread
membership.  Free bus service f rom downIown
was provided for c i tydweLlers.

Tour Preceded Meet ing

The meet ing was preceded by the usual
social  hour and by a cornprehensive tour of
the campus by Rabbi Gerald Isenbere.  In_
t-uded rn the Lcur was a v is i t  ro t ie Mem-
or ia l  Room, which houses memorial  o laoues
fron ,rrea sy- lagogues no lo i tger in .* is-
tence. I t  is  t ru ly histor ic and represents
the best in our t radi t ion,

The lecture was in a most appropr iate
settrng, the Saul  Si lber Mernor iaL Library,
where there Lras,  among the l ibraryrs 60,000
holdings, a display of  the i ts coLlect ion
of Chicago Jewish history.

Rabbi  Wel1,  who is himsel f  a graduate
of the Col lege, earned his bachelor
degree in history.  This ear ly academic in-
terest  combined \ , r i th his analysis beyond
the mere facts of  the story of  the col lege
resul ted in an interest ing though schoLar ly
lecture.

Meet ing in Sukkah Was Genesis

The history of  Lhe coI Iege starts wi th
a meet ing in 1918 in the sukkah of  Rabbi
Ephraim Epstein v/ i th Rabbis Jacob Green-
berg,  Chaim Zvt Rubinstein and Saul
Si lber,  and Mr.  Benzion Lazerov j . tz.  From
this meet ing the Beth Midrash Le Raboni.m
was born.  In 1919, the Yeshiva was opened.

In 1920, th is school  combined wirh Etz
Chairn,  a yeshiva founded on the West s ide
dur ing the f inal  years of  the lasl  century.
This ear l ier  school  was chartered in 1902.
I t  met on Maxwel l  Street near Johnson with
forty students directed by a Mr.  per lstein,

Rabbi  Don l ,uel I ,  speaker at  the r4arch meet i rg in
Skokie. --Photo by Moselle Schwartz

who had been directed to teach only Chumash
and not Talmud. hhen the two schools com-
bined, they took the name Beth Midrash Le
Torah. They bui l r  a school ,  l ibrary,  dor-
mrtory at  St .  Louis Avenue and Douglas
Boulevard across f rom the Jewish people rs
Insr i tute.  In 1958, the school  moved to
i ts current locat ion at  7135 North Carpen-
Ler Road, Skokie,  t l l i ro is.

Div isons of  the col lege incLude the
Yeshiva High School ,  Bet Midrash, Advanced
Hebrew Study, the craduate SchooL, Liberal
Arts,  the Cornrnuni ty Service Div is ion,
the Israel  Extens ion progran and the
Teachers Inst i tute.

0rthodox But Not Removed

Rabbi Wel l  said rhar the phi losophy
of the col lege is " that  of  Torah-true
orthodox, We def ine ourselves as a cent-
r ist  inst i tuLion, a rniddle of  the road
moderate orthodoxy which does not mean that
! /e are any Less str ingent in our observance
or study of  Torah, but that  we do not see
ourselves as a growth apart  f ron Jewish
society.  0n the one hand, we are comnit ted
to fu l1 observance of  Torah. 0n the
other hand, we are equal ly conuni t ted
to being a br idging inst i tut ion that has a
concern for  the ent i re Jewish worLd, the
ent i  re Jewish society.  "

The school  has graduated 400 rabbis
and has a total  of  3,400 alumni.  I t  is
the largest U, S. yeshiva outside of  New
York.  Current ly,  i t  has 300 students,
for ty fu l  L- t  ime facul  ty members ,  twenty
part- t ime facul ty as wel l  as v is i t ins
scholars.



Sunuen Bus Touns (CoNT'D)
lcontinued from Page 1]

by Char les Bernstein and Leah Axelrod with
the execut ive secretary of  the Indiana Jew-
ish I i is tor ical  Society as on-si te guide,
that tour wi l l  include dinner.

The tr ip of  about 140 rni les wi l l
be made i r  a comfortable air-condi t ioned
bus, wi th departures scheduled from lhe
Horwich Center at  8:30 AM and from the Rush
Street entrance of  the Marr iot t  Hotel  at
9:00 AM. Return wi l l  be at  approximately
7:30 and 7:00 PM respect ively.

A separate srory on this unusual  tour
appears elsewhere in th is issue. Fees
for th is lour,  including dinner but not
lunch (br ing a saek lunch) are $36.00
for members and 939.00 for non-members.
Chi ldren receive a $5.00 reduct ion.

Vis i t ing the Old Ne ighborhoods

The comprehensive Chicago Jewish Roots
tour,  a senr imental  journey to Maxwel l

l l

Street,  Lawndale,  Humboldt  park,  Logan
Square, Albany Park and Rogers park,  v i l l
be given once more on August 9.  The guide,
Dr.  Cut ler ,  is  a Society Board nenber whose
credent ia ls as a Chicago Jewish histor ian
are wel l  known. .

This tour,  which has only one pickup
and return point ,  the Horwich Center,  wi l l
leave at  12:30 PM and return around 4:30
PM. Fees are the same as those for
the Southside Pocket Comtuni t ies tour dis-
cussed above.

Make Reservations Now

Reservat ions may be made using the
form on this page and nust include ful1
payment. Non-members wishing to pay mem-
bersr fees may do so by including the nem-
bership dues (see next page) in their
checks. Persons jo in ing the Sociery at
th is t ixoe receive membership through 1988..

Mrs.  Axelrod reminds readers to re-
serve at  once to avoid disappointuent.  She
can be reached to answer quest ions at
432-7003 .

1"987 Summer Tour Reservation Form
Chicago Jesish Histori.cal Soclety

lt ith check lo CJHS to: Leah Axefrod, 2f00 Linden, Highland Park, IL 500f5Complele and mail

Name

Address ci ty & Zip

Phone:
Please

Day Evening
for Summer lours: (Indicate how many for each tour)

June 28, 1987

19, I9A7

9, 1987

Kinds of Reservations (Number of each kind):

at $f6.00 each for cJHs members (Ligonier )

make the following reservations

for Southside Pocket Communities,

for Ligonier, lndlana Tour, July

for Chicago Jeraish Roots, August

a!

1S

$1r.00

$5.00

$14.00

$6.00

each for CJHS members

each for member's chlld

each for non-members

each for non-member's child

$11.00 each for member's child (Ligonier)

$J9.00 each for non-members (Ligonier)

$14.00 each, non-member's child (Ligonier)

(Dinner

$

included in price for Ligonier tour; participants should brinq a sack lunch. )

Total Enclosed

NoTE: Non-members paying dues at this time are enti l led to members' rates. (See the other side of this page
for dues.) If membership dues axe included here!./ ith, indicate name, addxess and phone number of ner,/
members on reverse side of lhis lorm.

(Additional information is availabfe fro0r l4rs. Axelrod at 432-7ao3 o\ from CJHS)

REGISTER EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT




