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SOCIETY I"IARKS ITS TENTH ANNIVERSARY,
PLANS CELEBRATION, PUBLICATION

First  Publ ic fv leet inq Was Held
Ten Years Aso this Month

1987 narks an important mi lestone in
Chicago Jewish history and an even rnore im-
portant mi lestone in the preservat ion of
Chicago Jewish history.  I t  marks the tenth
anniversary of  the founding of  the Chicago
Jewish Histor ical  Society.  Ten years ago
Ehis month the Society held i ts f i rst  pub-
1ic neet ing.

A ser ies of  events celebrat ing the
anniversary began January 7,  when the
CJHS Board had a fest ive meet ing at  the
home of Founding President Muriel  Robin.
The f i rst  p lanning neet ing for  the Society
had been a brunch meet ing at  her home on
January 9,  1977.

An ann iversary party for  the general
rnembership wi l l  be held May 31 at  Spertus
Co11ege. Detai ls wi l l  be sent to al l  mem-
bers at  a later date.

Also in the planning stage is the pub-

lcontinued on page 2J

Remember To Renew Membership
To Insure Continued Part icioation

Renewals of  membership in the Chicago
Jewish Histor ical  Society,  a lmost al  l  of
r , rh ich expired in January,  have been
coming in at  a grat i fy ing rate,  according
to Membership Chairman Marian Cut ler ;  but
of  course there have been some indiv iduals
who put aside the not ices and have yer to
renew .

Mrs.  Cut ler  urges those people to act
prornpt ly to insure cont inued receipt  of  So-
ciety Nerds,  meet ing not ices and admission
to the c losed meet ing in May. Sunner tours,
most of  which vr i l1 be ent i le ly ner, /  ones
this year,  are also of fered at  a substan-
t ia l  d iscount to Tnembers.

The dues schedule appears on page 12,
and anyone can renew by sending a check for
the appropr iate amount together wi th his or
her narne. address and the word Renewal (or

Ner,r) .  Dues should be mai led to the Society
at  618 South Michigan Ave.,  Chicago 60605.

In late Spr ing the Society removes
from i ts membership and mai l ing l is t  a1 I
persons for whom dues have not been paid.

Open Meet ing

1 PM: Refreshments,  Tour
Free Bus Service:  See Pase 3

Sunday , 'l"Iar ch 22 , 1,987

At the Hebrew Theological  Col1ege, Skokie

Program

Training Rabbis in Chicago: The Hebrew Theological  Col lege

KADD1 DON WEII

Free Admission

? PM. P.r .nc ' r rm



2

Pres ident r  s Message

'0dds and Ends'  Are Ma jor. lv leans
0f Preserving Local Jewish History

Phi losnhprs .and other wr jEers of ten
have something to say about history.  The

"Home Book of  Quotat ions" by Burton Ste-
venson is fuLl  of  quotes f rom famous Peo-
nl a nn th6 c ' ,h ia.r I  have used some
quotes in previous columns and now I
have another.  Car l  J.  Burkons, president

of  the Nat ional  Federat ion of  Ternple Broth-
erhoods. said in i ts Jan-Feb 1987 of f ic ia l
publ icat ion that "History is what none of
us can resign from." That is what we of
the Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society have
decided, We have been working for ten
years to save Ch icago Jewish h istory.

Other 1oca1 Jewish histor ical  socie-
r ies are enpaped in rhe same act iv i t ies.
Here is a recent message frorn Geraldine
Foster,  president of  the Rhode Is land Jew-
ish Histor ical  Associat ion:

"The Rhode Is land Jewish Histor ical
Associar ion col lects many kinds of  th ings:
minutes of  organizat  ions,  research papers,
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ports,  pamphlets,  scrapbooks, and pr ivate
papers.  The l is t  goes on and on. Our ar-
chives accomrnodate the dist inct ive and the
commonplace. the select  and the haphazard:

-L- '  concerns lhe his-Lr dlr j /LL'rLLE L"dL

Lory of  the Jer,rs of  our sLate.  They of fer

a weaILh of  source mater ia ls for  scholar l  y

research, student projects,  and inquir ies
about fami ly genealogy - The art i facts
housed in our archives provide a fascinat-
ing v iew of  Jewish l  i fe in our state '
Through the papers which have been publ ish-

ed in the Rhode Is land Jewish Histor ical
Notes,  the Associat ion i lLurnines asPects
of our r ich history.  A1l  of  these col lec-
t ions are sources of  p leasure and edi f ica-
t  ion avai lable ro everyone They f iL l  a

vi ta l  need, for  they gather t reasured mem-

or ies and knowledge about th is community,
i ts organizat ions,  i ts peopLe.

"Yet,  there are gaps in these
memories,  and the Associat ion needs your

heLp in f i lL ing them. Hidden away in c los-
ets or at t ics may be minutes,  Photographs
of organizat ions and groups that fLour ished

and disappeared or of  organizat ions cont in-

uing their  work but whose records are dis-
persed. Many, too rnany, of  these mater-

ia ls have already been discarded; others

wi l l  be tossed out because their  imPortance

Society Welcomes New Members
In addi t ion to the annual  inpour ing of

membership renewals,  new mernbers have been
joining the Society in subsLant ia l  numbers.

The Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society
welcomes the fo11or. ' ing new members who have
joined dur ing the past few months -
Their  membership indicates their  interest
in preserving the history of  Jewish Chicago
and cheir  desire to become a part  of  rhat
e f for t .

Cerald Bersrel l  Judi th zuckerman Kaufman
Robert  A.  Dir lerstein suzanne Kr i l l
Annette F i  gatner Gertrude Hagarick
Anne FI ax Marie ogden
RosaL ie Git te lson Nacal ie Pelser
Rabbi Norman Soldberg Pr iLzker Foundat iorr
Lois M. Coiub Natal ie Scher
Mr.  &Mrs .  Sherman Creenberg Ju1 ie Schlossberg
HiLLet Torah Day SchcoI Natal . ie Singlei , rn
Mrs.  Shir ley B. Huroi tz Mary Sol insky
Caryl  Kahf l  Mr.6Mrs.  Melvin B. Trager

Kal  e Enid Wenig

--Marian Cut ler

Membe r  sh ip Chairman

nnnrrrorcerr i  P l2t lQ
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I icaLion of  a monograph summariz ing rhe

act iv i t ies of  the Society dur ing l ts f i rst

ten years.

" fen years is a shorc t  inre in C" icago
'  ' "  'HS Pres. idenL Nornanr rwrrrr  r r rJe wr j /
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achievement in the col lect ion,  publ icat ion,
preservat ion and disseminat ion of  the rec-
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sons, noI the IeasI of  which are our loyal
members,  have reason to be proud. Dur ing
this year we hope to remind rhem of their
- -^. .  ^^L:^. .^ ' .^-F^rrud"J dLL,rcvEucILJ.

is  not  recognized. Please remember--Lhe)
are vaLuable addi t ions to our archives.
Tucked away in boxes or bottom dra\^ 'ers
r ro nld hrrc inocc 
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inv i tat ions. Pl  ease remember--conL r iL--
t ions of  these i tems are welcome and need-

Tt always saddens me to hear rhe
words: r I  d idnrt  know anyone would be in-
terested in those o1d things, so I  threw
them out .  " '

Thp :haw e

bLe to our organizat ion
same wherever one is.

Jo in us and Iearn
preserve Ch icago Jew i  sh
col leccion of  archives.

is equal  ly  appi  i -ca-
.  The need is the
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history through the

--Norman D. Schwartz



RABBINICAL TRAINING TO BE TOPIC OF I ' IARCH 22 I ' IEETING
0ffer Free Roundtr ip Bus Service
For March i leetins in Skokie

Free bus service wi l l  be provided to
and from the Society 's f i rst  suburban meet-
ing on Sunday, l " lar  ch 22. The service wi l l
insure that non-dr ivers wi l l  be able to
a! tend the Skokie meet ins at  the Hebrew
Theological  Col lege.

Buses wi l l  Leave from the rear ent-
rance of  the Marr iot t  Chicago Hotel  on
Rush Street south of  ohio Street aL 12t3O
PM and return to the hotel  around 4 :30 .

"We have for a long t ime wished to
hold occasional  meet ings in suburban loca-
t ions,"  said CJHS President Norman Schwartz

"but have postponed doing so unt iL we could
make certain that  a l l  members would be
able to at tend regardless of  the pLaces

chosen. Our f ree bus service,  which Leah
Axelrod has ef f ic ient ly arranged for us,
makes i  c easy for aI I  to part  ic ipate i  n
what should be a very interest ing meet ing.r l

ARCHIVES ACOUIRES I'IEIYENTO OF
CHANGE AT UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

Jews Ult imately l r{ in Exemption
From Compulsory Chapel Attendance

Anong the many i tems recent ly received
for the Chicago Jer,r ish Archives was one
which const i tuted an interest ing histor lcal
footnote to loca1 Jewish-Christ ian rela-
t ions.  The i tem is a card issued to Lester
Asher as a student at  the Universi ty of
Chicago in 1927 ruhich marked the favorable
cl imax of  a disagreement that  had been a
source of  pol i re f r ic t ion between Chris-
t ians and Jews at  the universi ty almost
since iE opened i ts doors in 1891.

From the start ,  aI  I  studenEs regard-
less of  re l ig ious bel ief  were required
to at tend Christ ian chapel  services weekly.
Local  Jewish leaders,  several  of  whom were
ear ly and major f inancial  contr ibuters and
served on the facul ty and even on the board
of t rustees, had quiet ly objected to the
requirement as i t  appl ied to Je\ , r ish stu-
dents but to no avai1.  The universi ty was,
af ter  a l l ,  st i l1 a Bapt ist  inst i tut ion and
i ts f i rst  presidents were ordained minis-
f  ers.

But changing mores and looser t ies
to the church were workins in the favor of

First  Suburban fvleet ing Wil l  Be
At Hebrev'l Theological Seminary

The hiscory ol  rabbinical  t ra in ing in
Fl,^ nL,:^-^^ 
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Society 's meet ing on Sunday, l4,ar ch 22, Lo
be he1d, appropr iately enough, on the Sko-
kie campus of  the Hebre" Theological  Col-
1ege. Speaker wi l l  be the Col lege's presi-
dent,  Rabbi  Don We11 .

In addi t ion to Dr.  We1l rs ta lk,
the usual  d iscussion per iod and the
social  hour and refreshments preceding
the meeLing, tours of  the col lege campus
wiLl  be conducted both before and af ter  the
program. Free round-tr ip bus service wi l l
be provided from the Marr iot t  Chicago Hotel
to th is f i rst  Society meet ing to be held in
a suburban locat ion.  Detai ls appear else-

L"fJ P45E.

The social  hour wi l l  begin at  1:00 PM
on the f i rst  f loor east of  the Adrninistra-
t ion Bul ld ing at  7135 N. Carpenter Road
and a tour wi l l  fo lLow. The meet ing i tsel f
wiLl  begin at  2:00 PM in the Goldberg Audi-
tor iurn in the same bui ld ing.  Free parking
is ava i  1ab 1e .

Since 1987 marks the Theological  Co1-
legers s ixty- f i f th year,  Rabbi  Wel l  is  ex-
pected pr imari ly to deal  wi th the develop-
ment of  that  inst i tut ion,  which is the alma
mater of  so many local  or thodox, t radi t ion-
a1 and conservat ive rabbis.  Dr.  Wel l  is
himsel f  a 1961 graduate of  the CoI lege and
has headed i r  s ince I981. He had previous-
ly served the CoIIege as a dean.

As usual  ,  the meering is open without
charse both to members and fr iends.

Je\{ ish students,  and as Lester Asher 's
chapel  at tendance card for  the spr ing quar-

ter  of  1921 (a gi f t  to the Archives f rom
David Passman) indicates,  Jewish students
were f inal ly excused from attendance. Al-
most imrnediately thereafter compul sory
chapel  at tendance was abol ished for
al l .

Thus an i r r i tant  in the general ly cor-
dial  re lat ions betr . reen Jews and the Univer-
s i ty of  Chicago had been removed'  In years

to come, the universi ty would select  as
i ts president Edward C. Levi ,  a Jew who
was the son and grandson of  prominent Chi-
caeo rabbis (cerson B. Levi  and Erni l  G.
Hrrsch, .
c i rc 1e !

The wheel had turned ful1

--1.  J.  S.



NEI.I BOOK EXPLORES LIFE OF
Ben Reitman's Unorthodox Activi t ies
Shocked the Staid, Helped the 0utcast

By Walter Roth

Dr.  Ben Reitman was born to poor Russ-
ian immigrant Jelrs on New Year 's Eve, 1879,
in St.  Paul  ,  Minnesota,  and died more or
less a Bapt ist  in Chicago on November 17,
1942. Hi  s Iast  wi l l  began with:  "T wish
to test i fy that  l i fe has been good.. . "  and
concluded with,  "$250 shal l  be spent for
food and dr ink for  hobos and unemployed who
r.r i l l  be invi ted by my son to a funeral  d in-
ner.  I  should l ike the service to be in a
big hal1,  wi th dr ink,  fun and a happy good

t ime for a1L. "  Besides his son, Brutus
(who died in a plane crash short ly thereaf-
Eer) ,  he IefL four daughcers,  Mecca, Med-
ina. Victor ia and o1ive,  and some \ t ives,  to
one of  whorn he was marr ied lega1ly.  There
is controversy over \ rhether the funeraL
dinner was actual ly ever heId.

Hundreds of  hobos at tended his funeral
services and accompanied his body to
Lraldhe im (not Jewish Wal dhe i rn)  Cemetery,
where i t  was bur ied near the Haynarket mon-
ument under which 1ay the remains of  the
martyred anarchists August Spies,  Alber l
Parsons, Adolph Fisher and George Engel .  A
few feet away was the glave of  Emma Gold-
man, another anarchist  equal ly famous or
infamous, depending upon one's point  of
v iew.

An Edi tor ia l  Eval  uat  ion

The Chicago Dai ly News edi tor ia l ized
at the t  i rne of  h is death:  " I t  'nras not that
Ben Reitman was a great man or that  he r^tas
a nat ional  f igure;  but  he was a Chicago
f igure. . . .He was a publ ic i ty hound and an
opportunist .  But beneath the phony proper-

t ies. . .was a man r . rho had a real  understand-
ing of  h is fe l low men and a genuine sym-
pathy fo!  those who dwelt  outs ide the pale

of social  sanct ions and in the drab penum-

bra oI  the hal f  worId. . . .With his passing,
Chicago loses another of  the rugged
indiv iduals whose personal  i t  ies contr ibuted
to the v i ta l i ty  that  made the Chicago of  a
quarter century ago one of  the most color-
fu l  and dynamic c i t ies of  the worLd.. . . "

Ne\d Book Looks at  Rei t rnan's Li fe

COLORFULLOCAL CHARACTER
Be was old and seedy as he talked to a

group of young Jewish college students in
language they had never before heard fron a
podiun, but this editor rril l never forget
his brief encounter with Ben Reitman. In
this review of a recently-publ ished bio-
graphy of Dr. Reitnan, bohenian par excel-
lence, Ifalter Roth traces the life of an
outrageous Chicagoan, places hin in
his uilieu and leaves judgnent to others.
Mr. Roth, a CJES board member, is a prac-
ticing attorney and a student of the aDar-
chist Dovement in Chicago -

is  g iven in part  in a new book by Roger A,
Bruns, director of  publ icat ions for the
Nat ional  Archives in Washington, D.C.,  t i -
c1ed The Darndest Rad i  ca
Ltor ld of  Ben Reitman, Chicago's Celebrated
Social  Reforrner,  Hobo King and Whorehouse
Phys ic ian.

Bruns'  story begins af ter  Ben and his
mother,  abandoned by her i t inerant-peddLer
husband, had moved Eo a predominant ly Tr ish
sLum in Chicago's Near South Side vice dis-
t r ic t .  Here Ben ran errands for the pros-
t i tutes he learned to love and used
boxcars i r  the nearby rai l  yards as play-
rooms. His neighborhood fr iends cal led him
"sheeny Ben,"  and the hobos who frequented
the rai l  yards f i I Ied him with ta les galore
of the v i r lues of  t rarnping.

From the age of  ten,  Ben of ten rode
the rai ls and saw America.  He became a
f i reman on a steamship which sai led
to Europe and the Middle East.  He returned
to his mother 's abode in Chicago and went
to work as a Laboratory boy for a Dr.  Maxi-
ni l ian Herzog, a pathologist  and bacter io l -
ogist .  Ben met other doctors who were im-
pressed with the young man, and they ar-
ranged for Benrs enEry into the Col lege of
Physic ians and Surgery in Chicago ( Iater

the Universi ty of  111inois CoLlege of  Medi-
c ine) f rorn which he graduated with an M.D.
degree in 1904.

Marr iage, Medicine and Hobos

In the meant i rne,  he had ventured into
his f i rst  marr iage, to May Schwartz,
on July 4,  1901. The couple sai led for
Europe, where Ben prompt ly deserted
her in a pregnant condi t ion.  Af ter gradua-
t ion Ben taught medicine and opened
a pr ivate of f ice in Chicago. But he of tenWho was this unique rnan? The answer



closed his medical  of f ice and took to the
rai1s.  On one of  these tr ips,  he learned
about the Brotherhood Welfare Associat ion
in St.  Louis,  bet ter  known as the Hobo Co1-
lege. This group provided food and
housing for the unemployed and disabLed;
and these men, Like the prost i tutes,  became
his pals.  He organized a Chicago branch of
the Hobo Col lege and through i t  became in-
volved with unemployed workers in Chicago.

In January,  1908, Ben 1ed a protest
parade of  thousands of  unemployed on Chica-
go's Ci ty Hal1,  only to be confronted by
numerous pol icernen whose clubs dispersed
the crowd. Rei tman was arrested. but the
parade brought him to lhe at tent ion of  the
pol ice,  the media and radicals.

Begins Affair  wi th Erruna Goldman

Two nonths IaLer,  in March 1908-,  began
the great passion of  Ben's l i fe--his af fa i r
r , r i th Emma Goldman. On March 2,  Chicagors
intemperate pol ice chief  shot and ki11ed an
apparent ly innocent young Russian Jewish
irnmigrant,  Lazarus ("Jererniah")  Averbuch, a
ca1ler at  the chiefrs home. The chief  said
hp qrrsnF.r  pd Ar '^- \ ' . .1-  of  heino an anareh-

is t -assassin.  The Chicago newspapers im-
mediately launched an ant i -anarchist  cam-
paign, for  they saw in th is incident a
repet i t ion of  the Hayrnarket "conspiracyrr  of
ear l ier  years.  Even though no evidence
connected the Jewish boy to any anarchist ,
the pol ice went on a vengeful  rampage
throughout the Jewish ghetto in the South
Halsted St leet  area, arrest ing Jews who
were thought to have anarchist  connect ions.
Reitman r,ras irnrnediately brought into cus-
tody to v iew Averbuch's body, s ince the
pol ice were convinced they had seen Aver-
buch in the parade of  the unemployed.
Reitman could not ident i fy the body
aod was released.

The next day Ernna Goldman came to
Chicago. Her outspoken anarchist  v ier \ 's  and
her pr ior  arrest  in Chicago in connect ion
with the 1901 shoot ing of  President Wi l l iam
McKinley by Leon Czolgosz had rnade her a
persona non grata to the Chicago pol ice.
Ernrna Goldman could not f ind anyone who
v/ould rent her a hal l  in which to speak.
Reitman contacted her and of fered her the
use of  h is Hobo hal1.  The pol ice prevented
use of  the ha11-,  but  Ben and Ernma met and
the spark was l  ighted.

Ecstasy,  Anarchy and Branded Buttocks

Ben Reitman ca. l9 l2 (From the book )

i l1 and unavai lable,  Emma, at  the age of
th i r ty-nine, found love and ecstasy in the
arms of  her "beaut i fu l  t ramp, "  ten years
younger.  Young Averbuchrs name \ras never
cleared, but Enma and Ben began a romance
that lasted over ten years.  Their  corres-
pondence has been largely preserved, and
their  astounding let ters throb with a Das-
sion that wouId,  at  t imes, shock even to-
dayrs readers.

Ben now began his career wi th the an-
archists in general  and Ernrna in part icular.
He became Emmars manager,  wrote art ic les,
del ivered speeches on bir th control  and
free speech and edi ted Mother Earth,  the
anarchist  magazine, for  a t ime. He and
Emma went to San Diego in 1911 dur ing
bi t ter  labor str i fe involv ine the I .W.W.
(cal led "T Wonrt  Work" by sone but accual ly
the Internat ional  Workers of  the World.  fhe
"Wobb1ies") , BerI  was dragged out of
his hotel  and into the desert  by a mob,
who str ipped hirn and burned the let ters lWW
onto his burtocks wi th c igar butts.  He
was then tarred and freed, barely al ive.
He would Later of ten drop his pants
at the end of  a speech to display his
Lrounds, much to the chagr in of  h is beloved
Ernma .

Breaks with Emma and Anarchists

The ensuing years brought World
War l and Ernrna Goldmants extreme opposi-

[continued on next pageJWhile the newspapers thought she was
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l lore about Ben Re i trilan
[continued from previous pageJ

t ion to the war and conscr iPt ion.  Emrta

\ras arrested and she broke with Rei tman-
The af fa i r  was over.  She was deported
from the United States to Russia in
I  q l  q anr l  a} . .ent  fnr  a br ief  v is i t ,  she
was never al  lowed to l ive here again.

Rei tman returned to l ive in Chicago,
no longer an anarchist .  In the 1920's,  he
pract iced medicine among his favor i te c l i -

ents,  lhe prost i tutes and hobos. A nerd

class was added to his "crowd "--underworl  d

and vice characters who were now making

Chicago notor ious.  A1 Capone and his l ike
became Benrs f r iends. He obtained a job

with the c i ty as a doctor special iz ing in

the treatment of  venereal  d iseases.
He earned a new nickname, "The Clap Doc-
tor.  "  Whi le he helped to establ ish the
f i rst  venereal  d isease cl in ic at  the Cook
Councy Jai l ,  he also t reated the prost i -
tutes owned by the v icelords.

0rator and Author

The Hobo CoLlege was act ive under his

deanship.  Later he became act ive in

the farnous Di11 Pickle Club on Chicago's
Near North Side. where the famous and the

infamous came to ta lk.  He also publ ished

two books--The Second 01dest Profession
(1931) ,  a study of  p imps; and Sister of

of Box-Car
Bertha (L937).  when the speakers went

outside to vent their  spleen in Bughouse
Square, the crorrds would see "Ben and his
f lowing cape, lhe walk ing st ick,  the fedora
and the Windsor t ie."

Throughout his l i fe he had numerous
affairs,  and his abi l i ty  ro seduce young

women and others was said to be legendary.
His later pol i t ical  v iews were strange and
perverse at  t imes. He thought Frankl in D.

Roosevel t  to be as much to blame for World
War I I  as Hi l ler  and Mussol in i .  He \das
said to have no synpathy for the Jelts being
persecuted in Germany and thought they
could take care of  themselves. His preoc-

cupat ion wi th VD and i ts prevent ion remain-
ed unt i l  he died.

An Affect ionate Por t  ra i  t

The Damndest Radical  t reats Ben and

his escapades with warmth and af fect ion.
The nostalgia for  the "rugged indiv iduals"
of  the past permeates the book. This is

not a book that seeks to explore the
psychological  t rauma exper ienced by a poor

DR. BEX I,. REITMAN
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BIG DEBATE

ar THE DILL PICKLE CLUB
Tuesday, September 25th. at 9 p. m.

Resolved rhat Perversion Indolence
and Drug Addiction are unrratural.

ves;' Dr. Ben L. Reitman
no] John Laushrnan

Some of Rei tman's topics at  lhe Di l1 Pick]e Club
(From lhe book)

Jewish boy raised among Ir ish ruf f ians,  or
whac the impact of  l iv ing next to whore-
houses had on his relat ionship wi th
women when he reached adul thood.

These are lef t  for  the reader to ex-
plore himsel  f  .  The aulhor is at  h is
best when he deals wi th incidents wel l  doc-
umented by other sources. There is a col-
orful  account of  the labor str i fe in
San Diego, the infamous Miners Str ike in
Ludlow, Colorado, the management of  the
Hobo Col lege(s) and Ben and Emma's t ravels
preaching bir th cont ro1 .

But Bruns has not gone behind the sec-
ondary sources on other incidents.
In the Averbuch af fa i r ,  he accepls the in-
credible stor ies publ ished by the Chicago
ne\rspapers wi thout inquir ing fur ther.  In
another insEance .  he refers to a "Sel ig
Cohen seen frequent ly at  radical  anarchist
meet ings" as the person who at tempted Eo
throw a bomb on March 28, 1908, in New
Yorkrs Union Square dur ing a labor demon-
strat ion only to blow himsel f  apart .  Fur-
ther research would have led the author to
discover that  Sel igrs name was Si lverstein,
not Cohen, and that there was no direct
evidence that he was a radical  anarchis! .

But the Riddle Rerna ins

Bruns'  book should be read as a co-



Test Your Knowledge of History
Uith the Chicaso Jewish Trivia 0uiz

Jewish Trivia Quiz Nunber 6

I lere is another in our ser ies of  quiz-
zes cbncerning facts of  local  Jewish his-
tory.  Test your knowledge and then check
with your f r iends to see how nuch history
they know, And if You are aware of
some other interest ing facts about our past

history,  send them in to the edi tor  for
inclusion in future q.ui-zzes.

1.  hthich Chicago Jewish lawYer
served both as a U.S. cabinet nember and a
Supreme Court  just ice?

2, AE which synagogue did IsraeI 's
f i rst  president,  Chaim Weizrnann'  choose to
pray when he vis i red Chicago?

3. I that  najor Chicago museum was given
Eo the ci ty by a Jew with the provis ion
that it NOT bear his narne ?

4. What local  physic ian was known as

the best f r iend of  premature babies dur ing
the ear ly years of  th is century?

Trivia Answers Appear on Page 10

Ben Rei tman (  cont 'd)
Icontinued from Previous Page]

hesive col lect ion of  many of  the stor ies '
songs and poems concerning a legendary Chi-
cago character.  As the fuI I  t i t le sug-
gests,  Rei tnan's l i fe spanned a wide range

of act iv i t ies,  which are al l  encompassed
under one book cover for  the f i rst  t ine.

But the book does not give us an in-

s ight into our protagonist  I  s psyche nor

look at  h i rn as a product of  the great

Russian Jewish irnrnigrat ion fhat came to our

shores in the late nineteenth century '

Many of  these i rnmigrants were peddlers '  as

were Reitman's father and grandfather.

Most of  their  of fspr ing swif t ly  graduated

to a prosperous (upper)  middle c lass 1i fe.

Why did Ben Reitman go in an ent i re ly di f -

feren! direct ion--a Jew who became the

"Clap Doctor"  and "King of  the Hobos"?

Two of  Rei tman I  s daughters are
said to be wri t ing a new book about
their  father,  Perhaps they wi l l  d iscuss
this aspect of  h is l i fe so that we can al l
get  a better insight as to what made Ben

t ick.

7

MERICAN JEI.IISH CONGRESS GIVES
ORAL HISTORY COLLECTION TO SOCIETY

Tapes, Transcripts for Twentv
Prominent Persons Are Included

The .Chicago Jewish HisEor ical  Society
col lect ion of  oral  h istor ies,  a l ready the
most extensive of  any in the area concerned
with Jewish history,  has recent ly been aug-
mented by tapes and transcr ipts of  twenty
rnore indiv iduals.

The new tapes were given to the Soci-
ety by fhe Midwest Region of  the American
Jewish Congress, which had accumulated thern
over a nurnber of  years.  They include in-
terv iews with Jewish communal leaders,
academics,  lawyers,  jur ists and edi tors.

As a resul !  of  th is gi f t ,  the soci-
eEy's oral  h istory col lect ion on tape and,
part ia l ly ,  a lso in typed cranscr ipt  forrn
nor^7 contains reminiscences of  over one hun-
dred prominent Jewish Chicagoans and con-
st i tutes an invaluable archive for  students
of the 1ocal  Jewish history of  the pasE
half-century or so.

The newly-acquired oral  h istor ies in
clude ones for Ehe fol lowing people:

Paul Annes
Elmer Gertz
Everet t  Goldstein
Helen Gould
David Kahn
Sheldon Kops
Esther Kops te in
Rosemary Krensky & Ted Haydon
Donald Lowi t  z
Byron Mi 11er
Ti11ie Pr ice
Walter Roth
Mat i lda Samuel s
Mi l ton Shadur
Manuel S i lver
David Si lversweig
Anne St e rnberg
Paul Vishny
Arthur We inberg

The value of  these tapes was under-
l ined by rhe recent unt imely death of  one
of the persons interviewed, Donald Lowitz,
who was serving as a disarrnament advisor to
President Reagan at  the t ime of  h is demise.

0ra1 History Co-Chairman Sidney Sorkin
reminds members that  the Society is looking
for volunteer typists to prepare Erans-
cr ipts of  several  oral  h istory lapes. In-
terested indiv iduals wi th t  rans cr  ib ing
ski1ls should Dhone him aL 221-4096.



. : I IEI iBER SHEDS FURTHTR L]GHT
ON BETH EL'S OLD I IOLNER HALL

busrness-an's Fou'  14a'r  iages
Droducec lMary Descendants

In i ts January,  1987 issue Society
News pr in led a photo of  Molner Ha' I  ad. jo i r -
ing o1d TernpLe Beth El  in the 2100 block on
WFcr Crverr ' l  qrrepr An. l  cn, ,ohf  in l^rm'r i^ .

concprn ino I  ha Tl)rmeunarrmpn, hrr  i  l r i  ino

and the Molner af ter  whom i t  was named.
nn enthusiasI  ic  Soc. ietv member report-

ed that a search of  publ ic records indi-
cates that the pr. , )perty was conveyed to
Beth El  by a Herman Molner in 1905. At
that t ime there was a Herman Molner l iv ing
on Leav i f  f  5t  reet  ' iho , . r . rs pres idenT of  the
I l l inois Mouiding Courpany on 23rd Street
and lJestern Avenue.

Congregat ion Bought Property

Apparent ly the property r . /as sold to
the congregat ion,  which paid 91,400 in
cash and assumed a rnortgage which was f in-
alLy paid o-f  in l9 l l  uhe. ' l  rhe corgregat ion
sold boch of  i ts  bui ld ings and moved. MoL-
ner HaLl  appears or ig inal ly to have
beer bui ' r  as a Lr^,o-sLory apartmenr bui  d-
i t rg .

Herman Molne! was probably born about
1866 and died ln 1951. Alrhough he seems
to have been af f i l iated with Beth E1 and
died as a mernber of  TempLe Sholom, another
Reform congregat ion,  i t  is  1 ikely that  he
had more orthodox antecedents,  for  he was
probably the same Herman Molner who is
Listed by Phi l ip Bregstone as act ive in
1900 in ef for ts by immigrant East European
Je\rs to establ  ish the kosher home for
the aged which became the BMZ Home.

Five years later he had become associ-
ated \r i  th Beth E1.

Was Marr ied Four Times

This nenber 's research indicates that
Molner was marr ied four t imes and lef t  des-
cendants bear ing the names ALz, Cohn,
GLatt ,  Leeser,  Mit t leman and Reinhold,  sorne
of whom had dispersed to Cal i fornia,  Flor i -
da,  Kansas and New York by the t ime
of his death in 1951.

In his wi l l  he was most generous to a
var iety of  Jewish char i t ies but there is no
reference to Beth El  .

hrho can tel l  us more
his faniLy and the story of
a part  of  Temple Beth El?

about the man,
Molner l la l1 as

- - r .J.s.

I
D-, Ln. qo-upn, d -d-/  .peal-6r,  u, l th o.  ie ' ,  . - -  i -
dent Norman Schwartz --Pholo bv Mosel lc 5chwarlz

TALK ON LOCAL J|HISII i;II;: i1
ATTRACIS LARGE AUDIENCE

June Sochen Stresses the Varied
And Important Roles Played in Past

fhe Iargest aud ience i1 manv r ,onLhs
: r randpd rhp qo. iprv 'c I rnrr : rv h mpo, ino ro

hoer t r rna (nnhon ena4l , .  ^5 
. !a;  ^ -^.  

r^, . ;  -Ld6v Jcw |  
- r lwomen, and they were wel L rewarded .  Dr ,

Sochen's incis ive del ivery and her wel l -
seLected informat ion prompLly enl isted con-
plete audience af fent ion aod kept i t
throughout her taLk and the subsequent dis-
cussion per iod.

Enphasiz ing the ear ly and cont inuous
invoLvement of  Local  Jewish women in many
rnajor aspects oi  l  iv ing,  Dr.  Sochen fouched
on the roles fhey played in social  service,
Z ion ism, suf f rage. Americanizat ion and
labor unions. Farni l iar  and unfami l iar  indi-
v iduals were referred to f rom Hannah Green-
ebaum Solomon and Sadie Ameriban acr.oss the
specLrum to Bessie Abramowicz (1ater to be-
come Mrs .  Sidney Hi l lman).

Dr.  Sochen, a nat ional  author i ty on
American woments history and that of  Jewish

i -  ^--r :^ , ,1^- i^
PdlLlLuldl , lJdPlulcJDwrdL

Northeastern I l l inois Universi ty.  She was
introduced by Program Chairman Burt  Robin,
The meet ing,  at  Spertus Col lege, was pre-
ceded as usual  by refreshments and a social
hour hosted by Hospi ta l i ty Chairrnan Shir ley
Sorkin.

- -T T q



A HERO DISGUISED AS AN ALBANY PARK CANDY-STORE OPERATOR

How an Iflnigrant Je}'l Distinsuished
Himself in Battle of Wounded Knee

by Irwin J.  Suloway

For at  least  th i r ty years,  the
Jewish community in Albany Park harbored a
hero in the guise of  a candy store opera-
tor,  according to a recent art ic le in Indi-
ana Jewish History.

The hero,  decorated for extraordinary
gal lantry at  the controversial  bat t le of
Wounded Knee (s.D.)  in 1890, rn 'as a Nathan
Feldman who operated a neighborhood candy
store for  about th i r ty years pr ior  to 1934,
Any reader who can tel1 us more about the
man or his l i fe should not i fy the edi tor  at
348-2800.

Unenploved, He Joins the Army

Feldrnan was born in Lodz, Poland, in
1869 and migrated to th is country alone at
the age of  seventeen. Two years later,  ac-
cording to the art ic le wr i t ten by Joseph
Levine, the execut ive director of  the Indi-
ana Jewish Histor ical  Society,  he was unem-
ployed and l iv ing in Phi ladelphi .a.
A fr iend suggested enl ist ing in the U. S.
Army and in 1888 he did,  for  f ive years,
s igning the enl istment papers wi th an "X"
and descr ib ing hirnsel f  as a ta i lor .

In December of  1890 he found himsel f
f ight ing Indians at  Wounded Knee in an en-
gagement recent ly label led as a government
massacre by descendants of  the Indians in-
volved.

In the course of  the batt le on Decem-
ber 29, 1890, a volunteer was sought to ac-
company a l ieutenant on a hazardous r ide to
a locat ion known as Pine Ridge Agency.

Feldman Was Sole Volunteer

According to government records,

When Lt .  Preston asked for volun-

teers,  Pr ivate Feldman was the only
volunteer who asked i f  he could go.
IThe l ieutenant reportedl  "1 detai led
Private Feldnan for the duly and selec-
ted a good horse for him."

Later Feldman's company cornrnander re-
commended hin for  a Cert i f icale of  Meri t
for  d ist inguished service.  Approving the
!ecommendat ion,  a Colonel  Forsyte wrote

. . . that  Pr ivate Feldman made a r ide of

AppearaDces are often deceiving and
Nathan Feldman's nanner probably deceived
many a customer ltho thought that this
Albauy Park candy-store operator had led a
dull, prosaic l ife. That eas not the
case, rre learn from Joseph Levine of the
Indiana Jewish Historical Society who, from
Feldnants surviving descendants, learned
aud published the story of the candy manrs
heroic past. This piece is adapted fron
his art ic le.

16 mi les in one hour and at  i ts  comple-
t ion fe l l  f rorn the horse exhausted, that
when he undertook i t .  i t  was more than
probable that  host i le Indians would meet
him on the way.

The Cert i f icate of  Meri t  was awarded and i t
ent i t led Feldman to $2.00 per month addi-
t ional  pay dur ing his enl istment.

Sett les in Chicago af ter  Discharge

Deldman sett  led inu PUrr urDL,rdrtss '

Chicago where a brother,  Ben, owned a pic-
ture f rame company. Later he \rent into
business on his own with a candy store
somewhere in the Albany Park area. I t  is
interest ing to speculate whether the young-
sters he reai ted on in his store,  doubt less
ful l  of  lore about f ight ing the Indians,
ever knew that their  candy-store man
was actual ly a decorated Indian f ighter.

I t  is  known that Nathan and his broth-
er Ben marr ied two sisters,  Ernma and Ther-
esa Werthan, sent up from Nashvi l le to f ind
Jewish husbands. Nathan and Enma had seven
chi ldren: Ti11ie l larrnerman (deceased):  Fan-
nie Brenn (deceased);  Theresa Shapiro,  of
lndianapol is;  Hur ley Fel t rnan, of  Hunt ing-
ton, Indiana; Esther Unger (deceased);

Wi l l ian Feldman, of  LaPorte;  and Irene
Goldstein of  Ni les,  Michigan. Twelve of
his th i r teen grandchi ldren are st i11 al ive.

Bur ied in Chicago i r t  1953

Feldman apparent ly let i red f rom busi-
ness in 1934 and died in 1953 at  age 84.
He is bur ied in Jewish Waldheirn.

Most of  h is fami ly seems to have lef t
the Chicago area, but someone must remember
the hero who raised seven chi ldren with the
earnings of  h is candy store in Albany Park
--a far  better p1ace, both for  h i rn and for
Indians, than Wounded Knee.



Four r"boi5,  (1,  to r . )  Peter knooel  (Bet l -  Emet) ,
Herman schaalman (Emanuel), Howard Berman (sinai) and
Alan Breqman (UAHC olfice) spoke at December meeling
co-spo sored oy t re Soclety and -ar/ jFa l25th year oi
Reform congregations in chicago.

--Photo by lvloselle Schwartz

Answers to Jewish Tr iv la 0uiz

For Trivia Questions See Page 7

1. Arthur CoIdberg,  a Iabor Iawyer ard
product of  the Jewish West Side. served as
SecreEary of  Labor in John F. Kennedy's
cabinet,  was appointed by him to the United
States Supreme Court  and later resigned
from the lat ter  at  Lyndon B. Johnson's re-
quest that  he serve as Ambassador to the
United Nat ions .

2.  Chaim Weizmann chose to daven at

Anshe Motele Congregat ion because i t  was

founded by men from Motele '  the town in

I{hi te Russia of  Weizrnann's bir th.  I t  has

since been humorously said that  every Jew-

ish fami ly whose roots go back to that

stet l  c la ims to be relaled to l , le izmann.
3.  The Museum of Science and Industry

was founded by Jul  ius Rosenwald,  and
his generosi ty paid for  the metamorphosis
of  a stucco rel  ic  of  the 1893 Wor[d 's Fair
into i ts presen! magnif icent bui ld ing.  Yet
he st ipulated that i t  should not bear his
name. His brother- in-1aw, Max Ad1er,  had
shown no such modesty when he had ear l ier
contr ibuted the Planetar ium to the c i ty.
Both were highly admirable phi lanthropists.

4.  Dr.  Jul ius Hess, who developed the
f i rst  incubator and instal led i t  in Michael
Reese Hospi ta l ,  made i t  possible for  most
DremaEure bab ies to survive. He al  so

Temple Sholom Ini t iates
Congregat ional 0ral  History Project

Oral History-- the taping of  reminis-
cences by persons direct ly involved in or
knowledgeable about past events-- is one of
the most v i ta l  means of  preserving history
and the Chicago Jewish Histor ical  Society
has been in the forefront of  such act iv i -
t ies local ly.  Tt  is  p leased to see that
taking oral  h istor ies has recent ly been
spreading to other Jewish organizat ions.

Anong the latest  to in i t iate an oral
history project  is  TempIe Sholom, the
ci ty 's largest congregat ion,  which hopes
to interview and tape dozens of  o ldt imers
who remernber the good, and the bad,
o1d days .

Work there has been begun under the
direct ion of  Mosel le A. Schwartz.  a
temple board member who br ings to her task
a wealth of  exper ience as the or ig inal  oral
historv chairman for the Society.  She has
a grear deal  of  h istory to record at  Temple
Sholom which, founded in 1867 as the North
Chicago Hebrew Congregat ion,  was the pio-
neer north s ide house of  worship.  A Reform
congrega f  ion s ince the turn of  the century,
iF ^L-^- t  ^J D^lL r^-*^-1. ,rur l 'c  y

Shore congregat ion,  in 1975.
0ther congregat ions might weI l  consid-

er start ing s i rn i lar  projects whi le the sup-
olv of  "oIdEimers" is st i l I  avai  labie.
i t r .  So" i . ty wi l l  be pleased to assist  in
the in i t iat ion of  oral  h istory projects and
the Erainine of  intervier^rers. Contact
Adele Hast (256-5768) or Sidney Sorkin
(22I-4096) for  fur ther informat ion.

- - r .J.s.

Life Memberships No}'l Available
At i ts February meet ing the CJHS Board

voted to establ ish the caEegory of  l i fe
membership in the Society.  To become a
l i fe member an indiv idual ,  fami ly o!  organ-
izat  ion is assessed $1,000.

" l t lh iLe we do.not expect large numbers
of such members,  "  said President Norman

Schwarlz,  " interest  in l i fe memberships has

been expressed; and they make wonderful
gi f ts to newLy-marr ied couPles or col lege
graduates.  "

as chairman of  the department of  pediatr ics
I l l  inois MedicaluLrrvcrrrLt

School.  He died in 1955.

trained generat ions of  other pediatr ic ians (Prepared by Nornan Schrrartz )



Personal, Congresational Documents
Recently Contr ibuted to Archives

Among icems col  lected by the Society
for inclusion in the Chicago Jewish Ar-
chives have been three batches of  mater ia ls
which demonstrate the \ , / ide var iety of  i tems
that help const i tute the histor ical  record.

Abe Sanders donated a copy of  the
or ig inaL (c i rca 1903) const i tut ion and by-
laws of  the Anshe Motele Congregat ion,
known then as Congregat ion Ezras Israel
Anshe Motele.  Founded by immigrants f rom
the stet l  of  Motele in hrhi te Russia,  the
congregat ion is now located in West Rogers
Park.  The const i tut ion is unusual  in that
i t  is  pr inted in the Hebrew alphabet al-
though the words are Engl ish words, appar-
enr l  v hpnerree . ,  rh.r  i  nnr ro m^cr

o€ fhe conorpor i  ion snoke and understood
F-- l  i -h h. . r  , ,^-^ 

-^F -hlo r^ 16.. t  a.c; t , ,

the st i1 l  unfami l iar  Rornan alphabet in
which Engl ish is normalLy pr inted.

Foundat ion Gives Personal  Pape r  s

From the Robert  S.  Adler Foundat ion
came a ser ies of  personal  papers which in-
c luded the fol  lowing:
.  geneaiogy or Lhe Bavar ia r  pare. lLs of
Michael  Reese, i t inerant peddler whose wiLl
endowed the hospi taL.
.  papers relat ing to the home owned by Max
Adler (of  Planetar ium farne )  and Sophie
Rosenwald (s ister of  Jul ius) Adler at  4939
Greenrnrood Avenue.
.  papers concerning the estate of  Henry L.
Frank, a bachelor phi lanthropist  who died
t-r. 1926 .
.  papers regarding a Wi l ly  Seibert  and a
Dr.  and Mrs.  Tiefman. ( I f  a reader can
te11 us more about these two names. olease
let  us know. )
.  a recent c l ipping about Jul ius Rosenwald
from the Charlot te Observer.

other Congregat ional  Data

Addit- ional  congregat ional  memorabi  I  ia
were provided by Bea Rosenblun, a longt ime
Chicago Sinai  Congregat ion member.  These
included histor ies marking that congrega-
t ionrs centennial  and 125th anniversary
celebrat ions,  programs of  the dedical ion
of i ts present bui ld ing in 1950 and ex-
cerpts f rom sermons by the late Dr.  Louis
Mann, i ts rabbi  for  near ly forcy years.

Contr ibut ions for  the Chicago Jewish
Archives at  Spertus Col lege are always we1-
cone. Contact  Norman Schwartz aL 944-4444
or Els ie Orl insky at  643-9666-

ThF fnrmcr TFmnlF F6^n,Fl  h" i l . l i . .  
^^r ,  

c l116. l  f^ .

demolit ion. --Photo by Norman Schwartz

Seek Photosraphic Record of
Former Temple Emanuel Bui ldinq

Qron< rra hai  no ralz_*.-en to preserve some
history of  the Lakeview Jewish conmunity
through Lhe e I  for ts of  Norman Messer,  who
recenLly acquired a f inancial  incerest
in the bui ld ing which for near ly a hal f
century housed Emanuel Congregat ion.

The forrner Ternple Emanuel bui ld ing at
701 Buckingham Place is about to be demol-
ished and repLaced by a resident ia l  devel-
opment.  Despi te i ls  use for almost three
decades as a Chr ist ian church, many of  the
bui ld ing's Jewish art i facts a!e st i11 in-
tact ,  including nine stained-glass windows,
the ark and c ande 1ab ra.

Mr.  Messer has been in touch with So-
ciety President Norman Schwartz wi th a v iew
to providing the Chicago Jewish Archives
\r i th photographic records of  a l l  the art i -
facts before they are removed. Mr.
Messer hopes that at  least  one window and
perhaps other i fems might be safe ly
removed to a locat ion r , rhere they can be
preserved.

The Buckingham Place bui ld ing,  Emanu-
el 's  f i f th home, was buiLt  in 1907 and, for
most of  i ts  years as a synagogue, rras the
pulpi t  of  rhe late Rabbi  Fel ix A. Levy.
Emanuel,  a Reform congregat ion founded in
1880, rnoved to i ts present Sher idan Road
bui ld ing in the mid Fi f t ies.  Rabbi  Herman
Schaalman was i ts spir i tual  leader at  the
t ime.

*



ABOUT THE SOCIETY

The Chicago Jerish Historlcal Society i,ras founded in 1977

and ls ln part an outgrolrth of local lewish participation in the
Amerlcan Bicentennial  cplebrai ions or 1975. l t  has as iLs pur-
pose the discovery, preselvation and dissemlnation of infolma-

t ion concerninq t l .e Jedish eioer ience in the Chicago area.
To this end the Society seeks out, collects and pleserves

applopriate wrltten, spoken and photographic records; publishes

historical infolmation; holds meetinqs at $rhich various aspects
ol Chicago Jewish hlstory are discussed; and offers tours of
historical Jewish sites. Muriel Robin !{as the founding presi-

M€nbelship io the Society includes a subscription to Soci-

etv Ners, discounts on other Society publications and at

the Spertus Museum Store, infomatj.on about Society meetlngs and

other activities, and lhe opportunlty to lealn and lnfolm others

concerning Chicago lehish ^ istory and i ts preservat jon.

Membership in the Chicago Jewish Historical Society is

open to all interested persons and organizations. The mefiber-

shlp yeer is frofir January to December; hoHevel, non-meribers may
joln at any time.

Cdrnittees currently active and seeking members include

ora1 History,  Archives,  Exhibi ts,  Photography and the Speakers

Eureau. Requests for additional infarmation and membership in-

dj l l les mav be addressed to our of f ice (Phone 651-5514).  !e

relcome your menbership and active participation.

chtcogo le.Drs}r  hrstor: tcoI  soctety
6' t8 SOUTH MICHIGAN cHlcAGo, lLLlNols 60605

JOINING THE SOCIETY

Annual oues Cateoories

Regular Menbership .$15.00
Senior Citizens & Students ]o.m
Susteinlnq l,renbership . 25.00
Patlon l'lembership. 50.00
Sponsoring Menbershlp .at least I00-0O
Synagogue & orqanization Menbershlp. .at least 25.m

Make checks payable to the Chicago JeHish Histolical Soclety
and mail to our office at 618 South Michiqan Avenue, Chicaqo,
I l l inois 60605.
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